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to receive every year at this time: that is,
a diary which is greatly appreciated by
all members.

I thank the Minister for Justice for his
acknowledgment of the co-operation he
has received from the Opposition. I point
out to him that it is not now necessary
for me to make the lengthy speeches I used
to make. The co-operation and efficiency
of members on this side has made my job
a lot easier In that respect. Of course,
there Is always a successor to a person who
makes lengthy speeches, and probably I
have a successor.

I sincerely thank my Deputy Leader (thle
Hon. 8. J. Dellar), my Whip (the Hon.
D. K. Dans), and other members of the
Opposition for the assistance they have
given me during the session. It has been
a team effort, and a very efficient one at
that.

As the Minister for Justice said, this has
not been a very interesting session as far
as legislation IS Concerned. We had many
Bills before us which were machinery Bills,
and many other BIS which were drawn
up by the previous Government. We hope
the Government can come up with some-
thing a little more positive during thes
autumn session.

I wish You. Mr President, and your good
lady a very happy festive season. I wish
all members of the Chamber a merry
Christmas and a happy New Year, and I
extend that greeting to their wives and
partners.

Next year of course will be another
matter; we always look forward to a par-
lianentary session. Of course, it is not
a pleasure to be in Opposition, and I am
aware the Minister for Justice commenced
his speech by saying, "It gives me great
pleasure .. "I hope that great pleasure
does not extend for longer than three
years!

I extend to all my wishes for a very
merry Christmas and a happy New Year.

THE HON. N. E. BAXTER (Central-
Minister for Health) (3.54 am.]: At the
end of MiY 22nd session in this Chamber
I stand here in a role different from that
I have enjoyed for many years. This
takes my memory back a long way. I
Join with the Minister for Justice (thre
Hon. N. McNeill) and the Leader of the
Opposition (the Ron. R. Thompson) in
expressing to you, Mr President, my appre-
ciation of your assistance and of the way
you have conducted the House and helped
me during my first session as a Minister.

I extend my thanks to all those people
mentioned by the Minister for Justice-
the staff and everyone else-for everything
they have done to help us during the ses-
sion. We appreciate their work. Perhaps
we do not always appear to be very
friendly, but we know where we stand with
one another.

On behalf of myself and the Childerella
party in this Chamber I express to You,
Sir, and to your wife and family, and to
all members and their wives and families.
my wishes for a very merry Christmas and
a happy New Year. I hope you all return
next year In the beat of health.

THE PRESIDENT (the Hon. A. P.
Griffith): Honourable members: I Would
like to avail myself of this opportunity to
join with the Minister for Justice (the
Hon. N. McNeil). his min'sterial colleague
(the Eon. N. E. Baxter), and the Leader
of the Opposition (the Hon. It. Thompson),
in expressing my thanks to all those people
who indeed deserve our thanks. I will
not go through the whole list, because
that has been very ably done by the Min-
ister for Justice.

However, I would like to extend my
special thanks to Mr Roberts and his staff,
for whom it is never too much trouble to
offer help to me and to every other mem-
ber of the Chamber. I am sure qjl are
all very grateful to them.

May I also thank the Chairman of Com-
mittees (the Hon. J7. Heitman), and the
Deputy Chairmen for their willing assist-
ance in the conduct of the affairs of this
House.

I think I have now witnessed 24 closings
of parliamentary sessions. I have been
here a long time now, and the time for
my retirement may be drawing near.

I thank Mr McNeill. Mr Baxter, and Mr
Thompson for their kind remarks, and I
express to them and all members MY Very
good wishes. I trust you will have an
extremely happy Christmas and that 1975
will bring for You all the things YOU Wish
it to bring. God speed, and drive safely:
it is later than you think I

Question Put and Passed.
House adjourned at 3.58 a.m. (Friday).

?fOIrginlu ANOnMhIg
Thursday, the 28th November, 1974

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 2.15 pin, and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (71): ON NOTICE
1. UREA AND AGRAN FERTh1 ISERS

Shortage
Mr GREWAR. to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Can he give reasons for the cur-

rent shortage of urea and agran
fertilisers?

(2) When will these materials become
available from local sources?
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(3) If local supplies are not available
by mid-March could he give as-
surance that imported materials
will be procurable?

Mr McPHARLTN replied:

2.

4.to the Member as soon as possible.

PROBATE

Concession on Silts

Mr YOUNG, to the Treasurer:
in its review of the State's death
duty laws, will the Government
consider allowing a concession on
gifts made within three years of
death based on the period of sur-
vival from the date of gift?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
During the review this question
will be examined.

RAILWAYS
Perth-Kalgoorlie Service: Newspaper

Mr HARTREY, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) When did the WAGR, begin the

practice of supplying first-class
passengers travelling by rail from
Kalgoorie to Perth with a current
copy of The West Australian
newspaper?

(2) When was this practice discon-
tinued?

(3) Was such discontinuance ordered
because-
(a) the department can no longer

afford this modest service to
its patrons; or

(b) the Government has lost con-
fidence in The West Austra-
lian; or

(c) of some other (and what)
reason?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) The WAGE records show that the

practice was in vogue on the nar-
row gauge "Westland" service in
1952 but records on this matter are
not kept prior to that time.

(2) Travellers on the intrastate "Pros-
pector" service have never been
supplied with newspapers. The
practice on interstate trains was
discontinued on 28th October,
1974.

(3) The inter-system passenger ser-
vices are conducted by the rail-
ways of Australia and discussions
on the arrangements and stand-
ards of service are decided Jointly
with a view to maintaining uni-
formity between States. The deci-
sion was based on recommenda-
tions considered by the railways of
Australia.

The WA system was In agreement
with the proposal because little
time is available to "Westland"
Passengers for reading prior to de-
training at Perth at '7 a.m.

TEACHERS
Trainees: Allowances

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:

Will he advise il t is the Govern-
ment's intention to upgrade allow-
ances payable to student teachers,
and when?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
Discussions between representa-
tives of the Education Depart-
ments of all States, and represen-
tatives of the Commonwealth De-
partment of Education, in the gen-
eral area of student agreements
and allowances are continuing
during December.

WATER SUPPLIES
Bores: Monitoring

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Water Supplies:
(1) With reference to question 2 of

5th September. 1974, what is the
frequency of water testing carried
out in regard to bores monitored
by the Metropolitan Water Board,
relating to-
(a) artesian supplies;

(b) supplies from unconfined
aquifers?

(2) Could the latest test results be
tabled in regard to the following
permanently monitored bores--
(a) near Uganda Road/Gan-

gara Road, and near Uganda
Road-Kingsway, Onangara;

(b) near Uganda Road/Emu
Swamp, Koondoola. near Len-
nox Place/Hendon Way, Ham-
ersley (if available);

(c) near North Beach Road/Har-
grave Street, Balcatta, and
near North Beach Road/Ham-
ilton Street, Balcatta, (if
available);

(d) near Beeehboro, Road/Ben-
nett Brook, North Beeehboro?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) (a) Weekly for output and for

total dissolved solids.
Cb) Production wells are tested

monthly for total dissolved
solids, water level and pump-
ing rate. Other wells are not
regularly tested.

5.

3.
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(2) With permission, I hereby table
the information.

The paper was tabled (see paper No.
415).

WATER SUPPLIES
Bores: Monitoring

Mr
for
(1)

A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
Water Supplies:
When is It proposed that per-
manent monitoring of water qua]-
ity In unconfined aquifers south
of the Swan River will be Insti-
tuted?

(3) What was the recommendation
made by the former reserves ad-
visory council in regard to this
reserve's classification, purpose,
and control?

(4) Which bodies have sought man-
agement control of this reserve
since 1982?

Mr

(2) Are any artesian bores monitored
south of the Swan River?

(3) It so, could the latest test results
concerning any in the Bibra Lake/
Jandakot/Success areas be tabled?

Mr O'NPXL replied:
(1) Exploratory wells are sampled and

tested when they are constructed.
Progressive monitoring will be In-
stituted at a well site when the
well is brought Into production.

(2) Yes. One at Attadale and one at
Woodman Point.

(3) With permission, I hereby table
the Information.

The Paper was tabled (see paper No.
416).

LAND
Kimberley: Conservation Reserves
Mr
for
(1)

A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
Lands:
How many conservation reserves
are in the Kimberley region, i.e.,
north of latitude 19'S?

9.

(2) Could their designated number
and name be listed, together with
area, Purpose and vesting?

(3) Is it considered that the existing
conservation reserves contain rep-
resentatives of each of the major
biological communities in the
region?

Mr O'Connor (for Mr RIDGE) re-
plied:

I ask that the answer be tabled.
The reply was tabled (see paper No.
417).

8. LAND
Prince Regent River Reserve: Classification

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Lands:
(1) Further to question 35 asked on

17th September, 1969, has the
Prince Regent River reserve ever
been Proclaimed as Class "A"S?

(2) If not, will he now recommend this
status to the Governor immedi-
ately?

O'Connor (for Mr RIDGE) replied:
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(1) No.
(2) This will depend on the recom-

mendations made by the Conser-
vation Through Reserves Comn-
mnittee of the Environmental Pro-
tection Authority.

(3) That the purpose of reserve No.
27164 be changed from "Coniser-
vation of Mlorn and Fauna" to
"Conservation of Flora and Fauna,
National Park and the Protection
of Aboriginal Sites' and vested in
the National Parks Board. 'The
vesting would be subject to the
National Parks Board agreeing to
manage the reserve upon receipt
of recommendations submitted by
a committee of management com-
prising members of the National
Parks Board, the Western Aus-
tralian Wild Life Authority and
the statutory authority responsible
for Aboriginal sites.

(4) The Fauna Protection Advisory
Committee of Western Australia
(now the Western Australian Wild
Life Authority in which body the
reserve No. 27184 is at present
vested) and the National Parks
Board.

MINNG
Drysdale River National Park

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Mines:
(1) Is the Drysdale River area marked

on Mines Department public plans
as a proposed national park?

(2) Have mining tenements ever been
applied for within the proposed
national park area since 1962?

(3) If so, for what minerals?
(4) Does Amax Bauxite Corporation's

mining area, granted under the
Mitchell Plateau Alumina Refinery
Agreement Act, encroach upon
this Proposed national park area?

(5) Are there any other mining te-
nements currently within the pro-
Posed national park?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Yes.
(3) Copper, lead, zinc, uranium, and

vanadium.
(4) No.
(5) No.
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10. LAND ('7) National Parka Board. December
Drysdale River National Park

Mr A. Rt. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Lands:
(1) When was the Drysdale River area

first Proposed as a national park,
and what is this area's present
status?

(2) Who was the leader of the North
Kimberley survey and mapping
expedition in 1954?

(3) What was the principal means of
transport used in the region by the
expedition?

(4) Has the Drysdale River area been
inspected since 1954 in regard to
national Park Proposals?

(5) If so. on what occasions and by
whom?

(6) Have any bodies, since 1962, re-
commended that the Drysdale
River area be set aside as a
national park?

(7) If so, could details be supplied?
* (8) Does the Drysdale River area

comprise country unsuitable for
cattle, as designated in the CSIRO

* pastoral survey report on the
North Kimberley, published in
1960?

(9) Has the W.A. National Parks
Board applied for the Drysdale
River area as a national park?

(10) If so, on what date?
(11)

11.

1963 and February 1906. Reserves
Advisory Council, September 1969.
Conservation Through Reserves
Committee of the Environmental
Protection Authority, April 1973.

(8) Yes-approximately 45%.
(9) Answered by (7).

(10) Answered by (7).
Q11) (a) Yes.

(b) Yes.
(12) Answered by (1).

MINING
Dirysdale River National Park

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for mines:
(1) Have proposals to establish a

national park In the Drysdale
River area ever been referred to
the Mines Department?

(2) If so. by whom and on what date?
(3) On each occasion, what has been

the department's view to the pro-
posals?

(4) Has the
referred
ister for

Mines Department ever
this matter to the Min-
Mines?

(8) If so, on what dates and what
was the outcome?

Mr
(1)
(2)

(3)Has the proposal to set aside the
Drysdale River area as a national
park-
(a) ever been referred by the

Minister for Lands to the
Governor for consideration;

(b) ever been referred to the
Mines Department by the
Minister for Lands or the
Lands Department?

(12) Why has not the Drysdale River
area been declared a national park
or equivalent reserve?

Mr O'Connor (for Mr RIDGE) replied:
(1) Drysdale River area was first pro-

posed as a national park In 1962.
It is now "B' class reserve 32853
for the purpose of national park
and Is under the control of the
National Parks Board.

(2) The present Surveyor-General, Mr
J. F. Morgan.

(3) Four-wheel drive vehicles, pack
mules and homses.

(4) Yes.
(5) 1989-Reserves Advisory Council,

June 1974-aerial reconnaissance
by the National Parks Board.

(8) Yes.

MENSAROS replied:
Yes.
By the Under-Secretary for
Lands on 14th September, 1972.
The Mines Department consid-
ered the area to be prospective
for minerals and suggested re-
ducing the size from 1 086 080
acres or alternatively selecting
small areas of Particular scenic
beauty and creating several
national parks.

(4) Yes.
(5) On 8th May, 1974, when the Min-

ister concurred with a recom-
mendation by the Conservation
Through Reserves Committee
that the area be declared a "B"-
Class national park.

12.

Mr
for
(1)

(2)

ROADS
Road Verge Committee

A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
Transport:
When was the Government's road
verge committee established?
What is the membership of this
committee?

(3) On how many occasions has it met
up to 30th June, 1972?

(4) On how many occasions has it met
since 30th June, 1972?

(5) (a) What are Its terms of refer-
ence;
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(b) do these extend to roads other
than main roads?

(6) Has this committee produced any
reports?

(7) If so, are any of these available
for public perusal, and where?

(8) Have any sub-committees been
formed?

(9) If so, would details be supplied?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) The 17th December, 1969.
(2) Conservator of Forests (Chair-

man).
Representatives of-

Lands and Surveys Department
Main Roads Department
Agriculture Protection Board
State Herbarium
State Electricity Commission
Postmaster General's Depart-

ment
Country Shire Councils' MAso-

elation
Soil Conservation Service.

(3) Ten.
(4) Five.
(5) (a) To consider the conservation

and regeneration of native
flora and allied problems in
relation to road verges on
those roads outside the met-
ropolitan area and country
towns.

(b) Yes.
(6)
(7)

Yes-one report.
Forests Department library or
any country shire council office.
Yes.
(a) Research into methods of

revegetation of denuded ver-
ges.

(b) To select and recommend
suitable sites for roadside
flora areas.

(c) Esperance regional sub-comn-
mittee.

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) In carrying out road works the

department's objective is to
achieve conservation and regen-
eration of native flora within
road reserves through proper
planning and construction and
maintenance procedures. Con-
struction techniques place heavy
emphasis on achieving maximum
restoration through the natural
regeneration of flora.

(2) Funds are allocated in Main
Roads Department annual works
programmes for the improvement
of roads used predominantly by
tourists such as roads in national
parks. Special consideration Is
given to the design and construc-
tion of these roads to ensure
minimum disturbance of the
natural environment. The Road
Verge Committee is preparing a
circular for issue to local auth-
orities to encourage participation
In tree planting schemes.

(3) No. Field days have been con-
ducted to discuss and demonstrate
the department's conservation
and regeneration techniques.
These were attended by 83 local
authorities in the south-west. Div-
isional engineers and their staff
encourage local authorities to
implement proper procedures.

14. ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

Cockburn Sound Conservation
Committee

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Works:
(1) Is the Cockburn Sound Conserva-

tion Committee still functioning?
(2) (a) To whom is this body directly

responsible;

(3)

(4)ROADS
Verges: Management

Mr A. R. TONICIN, to the Minister
for Transport:
(1) What is the Main Roads Depart-

ment's policy in regard to moad
verge conservation?

(2) What consideration has the Com-
missioner of Main Roads given to
recommendation 8 of the Austra-
lian National Travel Association's
1973 report on tourism in the
south-west?

(3) Are any conditions stipulated In
regard to verge management when
rants are allocated to local auth-

orities for road purposes?

(b) under what provisions of the
Fremantle Port Authority Act
does this committee function?

What are the committee's terms
of reference?
Who are the current members of
the committee and what "inter-
ests" does each represent?

(5) When was the committee estab-
lished and on how many occasions
did it meet during 1970-71, 1971-
72, 1972-73 and 1973-74?

(6) What executive staff has the com-
mittee?

(7)

(8)

What field staff has the com-
mittee?
What total amount of finance was
allotted to the committee for It
to function during 1970-71, 1971-
72, 1972-73 and 1973-74?

Mr 0'NEI replied:
(1) Yes.
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(2) (a) The committee Is not
directly responsible to any-
one.

(b) This committee does not
function under the Fre-
mantle Port Authority Act.

(3) The committee's terms of refer-
ence are to ensure the stability
of the environment around Cock-
burn Sound; to ensure that
developing industry does not
interfere with the natural ecology
of the Bound and all that per-
tains to it;, preservation together
with integration of the knownL
Proposed developments that are
going to occur around the Sound.

(4) The current members of the
committee are--

Councillor A. Powell (Chair-
man) President of the Rock-
lngham Shire Council

Mr Howard Roberts. represent-
Ing the Aquatic Council of
WA

Mr L. F. Ogden. representing
the Chamber of Manufac-
tures

Mr Paul Garnett, Shire Engi-
neer. Rockingham Shire
Council

Mr A. Ottey, Senior Health
Surveyor, Cockburn Town
Council

Cauncillor L. H. Chipperton,
Deputy Shire President of
Ewinana, Shire Council

Councillor D. Mi. DeYoung,
Cockburn Town Council

Councillor J. J. Sowden, Fre-
mantle City Council

Mr N. 0. Allen, Senior Health
Surveyor, Public Healt De-
partment

Captain B. L. Noble, General
Manager. Fremantle Port
Authority

Persons who receive copies of
minutes, etc., for information-

Commissioner of Public Health
Hon. Minister for Works
Secretary, Swan River Con-

servation Board
Director of the Chamber of

Manufactures
Director of Enviro~nental Pro-

tection.
(5) The committee was established

in 1968 and meets four times
each year.

1970-1971-4 meetings held
197l1-1972-4 meetings held
1972-1973-4 meetings held
1973-1974--4 meetings held.

(6) The committee has no full-time
executive staff. Mr R. J. Nokes,
Health and Building Surveyor
with the Ewinana Shire Council,
Is the committee's secretary.

(7) Nil.

(8) A total amount of $200 is allo-
cated to the comm ittee each year
from the following sources-

Fremantle City Council
Town of Cockburn
Shire of Swinana
Shire of Rockinghamn

*50.00
'50.00
50.00
50.00

15. ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

Cockburn Sound: Fremantle
Port Authority Schedule

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Conservation and Environment:

Further to reference to Cockburn
Sound at page 23 of the Environ-
mental Protection Authority's 1973
annual report-
(1) Has the Fremantle Port Auth-

ority's schedule been f or-
initated yet?

(2) If so, has It yet been pro-
cessed, as outlined In the
abovementioned report?

Mr STEPHENS replied:
(1) and (2) Yes.

16. STATE FORESTS
Diebosck Disease: Affected Areas

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Forests:
(1) Has the Forests Department com-

piled a plan showing the extent
and severity of "die-back" disti-
button on a forest block basis?

(2) If so, will he table a copy?
(3) What is the date of the inforna-

tion shown and what is the degree
of change since 1968?

(4) Has an assessment been made of
the die-baak occurrence and sever-
ity in all forest blocks in-
(a) the Manjimup woodchip

license area;
(b) the Busselton division?

(5) Has a copy of the above map
been forwarded to the Environ-
mental Protection Authority?

(6) if (5) is "No" why has the omis-
sion occurred?

(7) What is the state of knowledge
of distribution and severity of
"die-back" in the south-west out-
side of State forests?

(8) Whose responsibility is it to com-
pile such information?

(9) What steps have been taken to
make such an assessment referred
to in (7) supra?

Mr O'Connor (for Mr RIDGE) re-
plied:
(1) The Forests Department has

compiled and i continuing to
compile Plans showing the extent
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and severity of dieback but these
are not all strictly on a forest
block basis and not all forest
blocks are necessarily covered to
this date.

(2) Not possible.
(3) Substantive dieback extent in-

formation dates back to approxi-
mately 1950. has been added to
over the years, and collection Is
continuing. The degree of change
since 1968 is variable.

(4) (a) and <b) Preliminary assess-
ments have been made In the
Manjimup wood chip license area
and the Busselton division, again
not necessarily strictly on a forest
block basis. Assessments are
continuing.

(5) and (6) No "map" has been for-
warded to the Environmental
Protection Authority, but the
Environmental Protection Depart-
ment has been provided with a
considerable volume of informna-
tion on dieback from time to time.

(7) I1-defined,
(8) Not known.
(9) Certain shires and other organi-

sations have been assisted by the
Forests Department in determin-
Ing the approximate extent of the
disease within their spheres of
responsibility and their staffs
have been briefly schooled in the
recognition of dieback symptoms.

17. STATE FORESTS
Dieback Disease: Environmental

Protection Report

Mr A. . TONED?, to the Minister
for Conservation and Environment:
(1) Has the Environmental Protection

Authority studied the information
available concerning the occur-
rence and severity of die-back in
the State and the implications of
Its depredations?

(2) If so, has it prepared any reports
and/or made any recommenda-
tions on the matter?

Mr
(1)
(2)

STEPHENS replied:
Yes.
The Environmental 'Protection
Authority has supported action
by the Conservator of Forests in
control measures and research
into Jarrab die-back.

19.

20.

BEACH EROSION
Mandurak: Funds

Mr SHALDERS, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) (a) Will he provide an itemised

list of works to be carried
out with the Budget alloca-
tion of $250 000 to assist

combat the problem of beach
erosion at Mandurah to-
gether with the anticipated
cost of each work item:

(b) is any allocation of the above
funds towards a programme
of sand renourishment at
the areas affected by erosion
still dependent on the shire
contributing on a $1 for $3
basis?

(2) Can he advise if he has been able
to suggest a solution to the prob-
lem faced by the Mandurab
Shire Council in providing access
by owners to their properties in
portion of Ornsby Terrace?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) (a) The programme of works has

not yet been determined.
(b) Yes, with the possible excep-

tion of experimental works.
(2) No. This is the responsibility of

the Mandurah Shire Council.

PEDESTRIAN CROSSING
Scarborough Beach Road,

Mt Hawthorn
Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Traffic:
(1) Have the Investigations into

feasibility of providing a pedes-
trian way near Kalgoorlie Street
in Scarborough Beach Road, Mt
Hawthorn, been completed?

(2) (a) If "Yes" when and with what
result;

(b) if "No" why and what Is the
expected date of completion?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) NO.
(2) (a) Answered by (1).

(b) A pedestrian overway has
been suggested by the Perth
City Council at this site.
Detailed survey Is necessary
in order that the proposal
may be examined in detail. It
is not possible to give a date
for completion at this stage.

TOTALISATOR AGENCY
BOARD

Responsibility of Agents
Mr T. D). EVANS, to the Minister for
Police:
(1) Is It the policy of the Totalisa-

tor Agency Board to Pass on its
responsibility to the public, to
its agents-
(a) by requiring agents to pro-

vide a bond and working
capital;

(b) by requiring the agent to in-
sure the TAB's cash;

3927



2928 ASENaY.]

(c) by charging the agent for
collating errors, whether
these errors result in a gain
or loss for the board?

(2) What becomes of moneys ac-
counted for by an agent when.
a collating error has resulted in
a gain for the TAB?

(3) What has been the global cost
for the last completed account-
Ing period of the TAB far errors
made by managers employed by
the TAB and their staff and for
computer break-downs?

(4) Who is responsible for payment
for the errors referred to In (3) ?

(5) How many TAB agents have re-
signed during the last 12 months
and for what reasons?

(6) What happens to the premiums
paid by agents for error insur-
ance and to moneys collected by
the TAB by way of fines imposed
on agents in cases where no
error Insurance cover exists to
compensate for errors?

(7) (a) Are agents notified of all
* errors for which the TAB

holds them responsible:,
(b) if not, why not?

(8) Why, when the Clerks Union has
been successful In negotiating
wage Increases of 33h% and then
50% in one year for its members
employed in TAB establishments,
has the TAB consistently refused
to grant meaningful Increases In
remuneration to its agents?

(9) Is the agent or the TAB respon-
sible for payment of clerks em-
ployed in TAB establishments
and the maintenance of har-
monious industrial relations with
such staff ?

(10) What will happen on the gold-
fields this coming Saturday If
TAB agents, because of the
withdrawal of staff decide that
they cannot, or will not, oper-
ate on race events?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) to (10) The information re-

quested by the Member is not
readily available. As soon as the
details are collated I will forward
them to him.

21. ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Norsemen

Mr GREWAR, to the Minister for
Electricity:
(1) Is electricity provided to the

householders of Norseman by the
Central Norseman Mines?

(2) is the supply adequate from this
source now and in the foresee-
able future?

22.

(3) Does the SEC have any plans to
either-
(a) take over this power supply;
(b) provide its own generating

units?
Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) No. Electricity is provided to

householders by the shire council
which in turn purchases elec-
tricity in bulk from the mining
company.

(2) The supply may become Inade-
quate In the foreseeable future.

(3) The commnission Is Investigating
the future needs of the Norseman
electricity supply in conjunction
with the shire council, and the
mining company. No plans have
yet been formulated.

FIRE BRIGADES
Financial Contributions

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Chief Sec-
retary:
(1) Is it the intention of the Govern-

ment to introduce legislation to
alter the contributions of insur-
ance companies, State and local
authorities for the Upkeep of fire
brigades?

(2) If so, would he please provide
details?

Mr STEPHENS replied:
(1) Not at this time-however the

Government is keeping this mat-
ter under review.

(2) Answered by (1).

23. MT. LAWLEY TECHNICAL
COLL EGE
Extensions

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Education:
(1) Further to my question 45 of

Wednesday, 9th October regard-
ing extensions to the Mount Law-
ley Technical College, does the
statement released by the Minis-
ter for Works on 22nd Novem-
ber calling tenders for work at
the Mount Lawley Technical
College relate to its extension
onto the site adjacent which Is
currently occupied by the De-
partnent of Community Wel-
fare?

(2) If not, what work is involved?
(3) If not, what action Is the Gov-

ernment contemplating to acquire
the land adjacent to orovide
land for overdue extensions to
the Mount Lawley Technical Col-
lege?

3028



IThursdaq. 2B November. 19743192

Mr MENSAROS repled:
(1) No.
(2) The calling of tenders relates to

the re-organisation and modifica-
tion to existing accommodation.

(3) Investigations are being under-
taken with a view to obtaining a
suitable alternative site which
may be exchanged for the ad-
jacent site currently occupied by
the Department for Community
Welfare.

HOUSING
Rentals: Increases and Rebates

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister for
Housing:
(1) Would he please provide full de-

tails of any increase of rents
applying to State Housing Com-
mission properties since 30th
March?

(2) Would he please provide details
of the rental rebates at present
applying?

Mr O'NEfLJ replied:
(1) Metropolitan standard rentals

(based on bedroom size accom-
modation) were increased as from
1st September 1974. In the case of
older and inferior type relets,
tenants occupying since 1970 are
not affected by increases, but
those tenants who have been In
occupation since July 1985 and
prior to 1970 are affected by In-
creases varying from $1.80 to
$5.50 per week. Increases in re-
gard to new or newly erected
units range from $2.60 to $3.45
per week.
For country areas standard ren-
tals have been assessed in respect
of individual townships and vary
according to type and age of ac-
commodation. Increases apply
from 1st October. 1974.
AUi increases are being phased in
at a rate of $1.00 per week per
quarter.
A further increase by $1.00 per
week to $5.00 per week is to be
applied to bed sitter (pensioner)
accommodation following decision
of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to increase the supplemen-
tary rent allowance.
I would like to add an explan-
ation. The increase in the supple-
mentary rent allowance by the
Commonwealth is related to the
rent the pensioner pays so that if
the commission declined to in-
crease the rent, there would be no
advantage to the pensioner.

(2) As at the quarter ended 30th
September there were 5 692 ten-
ants in receipt of rebates at a
weekly cost of $36 700. Details
are-

category

Oldr pension
Iv4pension

Widow's vewlon
Desered wives (widow's pension)
Service and Repatriation penion
Low Income ..
Unemployment
compensation.
other..........

Weekly
No. 0osL

2825 15500
457 3018

1 424 10360
724 5 510
02 394
so 570
55 207

6 38
20 120

Total weekly.........02

25.

26.

50 200

LOTTERIES
Agencies: Location and Number

Mr T. J. B3URKE. to the Chief Sec-
retary:
(1) How many lottery agencies are

there in-
(a) the city area;
(b) the metropolitan area;
(c) the country?

(2) How many new agencies have
been granted in each area in the
last year?

(3) Would he please indicate the
location of each new agency?

Mr STEPHENS replied:
(1) (a) 54.

(b) 259 (excluding city area).
(c) 158.

(2) City area-Nil.
Metropolitan area-?.
Country-4.

(3) Metropolitan area--Fleldgate
shopping centre, Balga. Belmont
forum shopping centre. Crimea
newsagency, Morley. Havelock
newsagcncy, West Perth. Green-
wood shopping centre. Warwick
Grove shopping centre. Talbot
newsagency, Como.
Country area-South Hedland
newsagency. Mukinbudin news-
agency. Capel saveway store.
Walflston newsagency, Bunbury.

TEACERS

Schools In Perth Electorate: Transfer
Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Edu-
cation:

Would he please advise how
many applications for transfer
have been received from teach-
ers at-
(a) Highgate school, Lincoln

Street;
(b) Leederville school, Oxford

Street;

3929



3930 ASSEMBLY,]

(c) North Perth school, Angove
Street?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
The following applications have
been received In response to the
advertisement in the Education
Circular, July 1974-
(a) 5.
(b) 1.
(c) Nil.

27. ROYAL PERTH HOSPITAL
Cost of Additions

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Health:
(1) What was the total cost of re-

cent additions to Royal Perth
Hospital?

(2) Would he please give details of
any further work to be under-
taken?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) The cost of the Royal Perth Hos-

pital south east extensions was:-
(i) Bulldlngs-$5 466 000.

(1i) Equipment-$608 000.
(2) The following projects are plan-

ned for commencement as soon as
funds are available-
(1) North block to accommodate

therapeutic, diagnostic, out-
patient and service depart-
ments to replace grossly over-
crowded and Inadequate fadl-
titles in the main hospital.
Upon completion of the north
block, an additional 200 beds
'will be established In the
vacated space In the main
building.

(ii) Research centre-this will re-
plLce existing unsatisfactory
facilities, including some at
the Royal Perth (Rehabilita-
tion) Hospital.

28. PERTH MEDICAL CENTRE
Cost and Completion

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:
fl) What is the total amount spent

to date on the Perth Medical
Centre?

(2) Would he provide an estimate of
the total cost on completion of
the medical centre?

(3) When is it anticipated the medi-
cal centre will be completed?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) $30 000 000.
(2) $100 000 000.
(3) 1980.

29. TRAFFIC OFT'ENCES
Convictions

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the minister
for Police:
(1) Would he please indicate the

number of convictions for traffic
offences since 1st Januar, 1974-
(a) In the metropolitan area;
(b) in the country?

(2) What was the total of fines in-
posed?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) and (2) The information re-

quested by the member is niot
readily available. I will forward it
to him as soon as possible.

30. POLICE
Unmarked Patrol Cars

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister
for Police:
(1) How many unmarked patrol cars

has the Police Department in the
metropolitan area?

(2) Do any of these vehicles carry
country registration numbers?

(3) If so, why?
Mir O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Twelve traffic patrol cars.
(2)
(3)

Yes, one.
This vehicle, which bears current
Oeraldton registration plates, was
recently purchased from the
Geraldton Town Council follow-
tig the transfer of traffc control
to the police.
Two other vehicles purchased
under similar circumstances from
the Collie and Mandurah Shires
were used during the currency of
their licenses, but are now licen-
sed under metropolitan plates.

31. THESILITAN HOSPITAL

Mr
(I)

(2)
Sir
(1)

Retarded Children
T. J. BURKE, to the Premier:
Is the Government considering
any request for the relocation of
profoundly retarded children at
present located at Tresilian Hos-
pital In Nedlands?
if so, who made the request?
CHARLES COURT replied:
and (2) it is not a question of
a request.
The original arrangements at
Tresillian were on a clear under-
standing they were not permanent
and that more suitable facilities,
and in a better locality, would be
provided as soon as practicable.

3930



[Thursday, 28 November, 1974) 93

32. rmIER
Overseas TouTs

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Premier:
(1) Would he please provide details

of proposed overseas travel which
he might contemplate taking diur-
ing the Parliamentary recess, in-
chiding countries to be visited and
reasons for the proposed visits?

(2) (a) Are any other Ministers con-
temnplating overseas visits dur-
ing the recess;

(b) If so, can he provide details?
Sir CHAkRLES COURT repied:
(1) and (2) 1 refer the Member to

the answer I gave to his question
17 on 22nd October, 1974.
If he has reasons to question the
answer I gave, I should appreciate
hearing them.

33. AIR TRANSPORT
Government Expenditure

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Treasurer:
Is he In a position to provide an
answer to question 1 on Wednes-
day. 23rd October, regarding Gov-
ernment expenditure since 30th
March with the different. airlines?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
No action has been taken to divert
the staff mentioned in my answer
to his question 1. 23rd October.
1974.
If this fallow-up question is meant
to be the Member's request for ac-
tion to be taken, I shall arrange
accordingly if he so advises.

34. BEACH BUGGIES
Registration

Mr T, J. BURKE, to the Minister for
Traffic Safety:

Further to my question 31 of the
9th October, 1974, would he please
advise what action the Govern-
ment Intends to take following its
consideration of the investigation
undertaken In response to my re-
quest in question 26 of 4th Dec-
ember, 1973, concerning the regis-
tration of beach buggies and
licensing of their drivers?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
This matter is still under con-
sideration by Cabinet.

35. MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENqT
North-West Tour

Mr T, J. BURKE, to the Premier:
(1) Has any further consideration

been given to a tour of the north-
west by Members of Parliament?

(2) If so. when is It anticipated that
the tour will be arranged?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied;
(1) No.
(2) Answered by (1).

36. TROT'rINGI HORSES
Stomach Ailment

Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Is he or his department aware

that many trotting horses in the
Cannington area are suffering
from a stomach ailment?

(2) If "Yes"' Is he aware that ap-
proaches have been made to his
department by owners and breed-
ers of horses to have samples of
chaff examined in order to isolate
the cause of the complaint?

(3) If "Yes" to (1) and (2), is he
further aware his departmental
officers will not examine the chaff
unless it is accompanied with a
veterinary certificate?

(4) Will he give full reasons why thin
Is so, especially in view of the
high cost of acquiring a veterin-
ary surgeon's certificate?

Mr MoPHARLIN replied:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) and (4) Samples of feedstuffs, in-

cluding those used for feeding
horses, are examined from time to
time subject to payment of a
prescribed fee.
It Is not necessary for such sam-
pies to be referred for analysis
through a veterinary surgeon.

37. BUS SERVICES
Rockingham Area

Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Will he please advise what chan-

ges to bus routes are envisaged for
the Rockingham area In the near
future, e.g., will there be a service
directly between Warnbro and
Rockinghamn Park?

(2) When is it planned to introduce
the new system?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Proposed routes are still in the

planning stage.
(2) This will depend on obtaining

suitable land for a transfer sta-
tion In the vicinity of Thomas
Road and Rockingham Road,
Swinana.
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38. EDUCATION
Camp at Point Peron

Mr BARNETT'. to the Minister for
Works:
(1) Has the Education Department

contacted the Public Works De-
partmnent requesting that a high
priority be given to the mainten-
ance and repair of the Education
Department's camp at Point
Peron?

(2) When Is it proposed to begin the
* maintenance of the buildings?
(3) How much money has been al-

located for the above purpose?
(4) Does he consider this is a suffi-

cient amount to bring the build-
* ings up to a satisfactory standard?

*Mr O'NEfL~ replied:
(1) Yes.

* (2) Documents are being prepared for
calling tenders to close mid-
January. 1975 with an anticipated

* commencement at the beginning
of February, 1975.

(3) $31 000 (Public Works Depart-
ment estimate).

(4) The allocation is considered aid-
ficient to cater for the buildings
in need of current attention.

39. WATER SUPPIS
Bores: Warnbro

-Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) Is the Public Works Department

currently sinking test bores In the
Warnbro area?

(2) What is the purpose of sinking
these test bores?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) and (2) Tenders have been in-

vited by the Metropolitan Water
Board for the construction in the
current financial year of two ex-
ploratory wells in the Warnbro
area.

40. ROTrNIEST ISLAND
Churcht

Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for
Lands:

What terms or conditions apply
to the land on which a Roman
Catholic church is to be built on
Rottnest Island?

Mr O'Connor (for Mr RIDGE) replied:
A lease has been granted for a
25 year term at aL nominal rental
of $10 per annum, to be re-a;-
praised every 5 years. Buildings
are to be erected to a design and

specification approved by the
board and its architect, and be
properly maintained and Insured.
All services, electricity. gas. etc.,
are to be paid for by the church.

41. TOWN PLANNING
WGTrhbro Sand Dunes

Mr BARNETT., to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Plan-
ning:
(1) is he now in a position to advise

his intentions as to the area of
land known as Warnbro sand
dunes and currently zoned rural?

(2) If "No" when is it expected that
he will be in a position to provide
the Information reqluested?

Mr Stephens (for Mr RUSHTON) re-
plied:
(1) No.
(2) Rockingham Shire Council and

the Town Planning Board are cur-
rently having discussions and I
hope to be in a position to make
a decision within a few weeks.

42.- TALKING BOOKS
Financial Assistance

Mr DAVIES, to the Treasurer:
(1) What money has been made

available to the organisatlon
supplying "talking books for the
blind" in each of the last three
financial years?

(2) Has a recent application been
received from the organisation for
financial assistance?

(3) Has it been considered, and If so,
with what result?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) A grant of $5 000 was paid in

1973-74.
(2) Yes.
(3) Approval has been given for a

further grant of $3 000 in 1974-
75.

43. ROAD
Lake Joondedup Area

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Does the Minister have any

knowledge of a proposed road
planned for the northern end of
Lake Joondalup?

(2) What route will this road take?
(3) Has the proposed route been sur-

veyed?
(4) (a) Have pegs denoting the pro-

posed route been placed on
private property;

(b) who placed them there;
(o) when were they placed there?
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Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) to (4) Neither the Main Roads

Department nor the Town Plan-
ning Department has any know-
ledge of a proposed road plan for
the northern end of Lake Joon-
dalup.

FERTMlSERS
Blood and Bone

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) How many producers are there in

Western Australia of the fertiliser
blood and bone?

(2) What quantities are supplied by
each of these producers?.

(3) Are supplies of the fertiliser pro-
vided to Western Australian con-
sumers from sources other than
those referred to in (1) above?

(4) What proportion of the amount
referred to In (2) above is--
(a) sold within the State;
(b) sold outside the State?

(5) Are there any restrictions on the
sale of fertiliser outside Western
Australia by Western Australian
producers?

(6) Will he Please outline the major
fluctuation in the price of blood
and bone fertiliser during the Past
12 months?

(7) What factors have caused these
price fluctuations?

(8) Does he concede that the amount
of fertiliser used in the produc-
tion of vegetables by market
gardeners is much greater on a
per acre basis than that of other
primary producers?

(9) Dloes he concede that market
gardeners are severely disadvan-
taged by the current price of
blood and bone?

(10) What action is he contemplating
to relieve the position?

(11) Have quota systems been enforced
at any time on the supply of
blood and bone?

(12) Can he Please supply details of
the quota systems used?

(13) What proportion of a market
gardener's costs are comprised of
expenditure on blood and bone
fertillser?

Mr McPHARLIN replied:
(1) Two. WA Meat Export Works

and Talloman Pty. Ltd.
(2) Production by the WA Meat

Export Works is as follows-
To.s

Blood and Tots
Bone (Includes

1828 meanifal
2352 3442
2341 3821
1 542 2458

(3)
(4)

Total WA Meat Export Works
production Is available to Pro-
ducers.
Information on production and
quantities supplied by the private
producer is not available to my
department.
Ykes.
(a) 100%.
(b) Nil.

(5) No.
(8) The price of blood and bone ex

WA Meat Export Works hasl
varied as follows-

$/ton
7th July, 1973 ... ... 100
2nd January, 1974 .... 115
28th March. 1914 .. .... 145
31st October, 1974 .. .... MB5

*Prom 31st October, 1974 the
nitrogen content of blood
and bone fertiliser Produced
increased from 6% to 8%.
This adds to the value of the
fertiliser.

(7) Increased costs of production re-
sulting from higher labour costs
in Particular were the most im-
portant factors.

(8) yes.
(9) Blood and bone is not used in the

production of all types of vege-
tables. However, growers who
have been accustomed to using
blood and bone for particular
crops, such as lettuce, Could be
disadvantaged.

(10) Increased fertiser costs are in-
evitable in the current inflation-
ary situation.

(11) and (12) There is no shortage
of fertiliser at this time due to
increased slaughterings at WA
Meat Export Works.
Quotas have only been necessary
during periods of low slaughter-
ing throughput. The quota sys-
tem used 'is based on clients'
needs In relation to their pre-
vious purchase commitments.

(13) Pertiliser costs as a proportion
of total cost of production vary
with the type of crop grown but
are generally below ten per cent.
Blood and bone is used as part
of the fertiliser applied to some
crops but it is not possible to pro-
vide an accurate estimate of such
expenditure.

45. ENVIRONMhENTAL
PROTECTION

Dust Abatement Committee:
Kalgoorlie

Mr DAVIES. to the Minister for Con-
servation and Environment:

What are the Intentions of the
Government. in regard to allowing

* yea

1070-71 ..
1971-n-

172-73
1973-74 ..
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the work of the Kalgoorlie dust
abatement committee to con-
tinue?

Mr STEPHENS replied:
An amount of $13 000 has been
provided for the current financial
Year to enable the continued op-
erations of the Committee during
that period.
Consideration will be given to
provision of funds in preparing
Budget estimates for following
years.

46. MOTOR VEHICLES
Comnpulsory inspection

Mr CARR., to the minister for Traffic:
(1) Is he aware that the Royal

Automobile Club of WA in Its
sixty-ninth annual report, pub-
lished In The Road Patrol of
October, 1974. stated on page 13
that "Ile (the Minister) also in-
formed the Club that proposals to
Introduce compulsory inspection
of vehicles had been dropped"?

(2) In view of the apparent incon-
sistency between this statement
and his answer to question 30 of
26th November, will he please
clarify the position?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) and (2) The reference in the

RAC report followed a Cabinet
decision not to proceed with com-
pulsory vehicle checking at that
time.
However, the matter is receiving
further consideration.

47. PRtE-SCHOOL CENTRES
Enrolments, 1.970-1974

Mr CARRt to the Minister represent-
Ig the minister for Education:

With reference to question 13 of
Tuesday, 29th October, 1974, re-
garding enrolments at pre-school
centres, has the research been
completed to enable him to pro-
vide the required Information?

Mr M]ENSAROS replied:
Research on this matter is still
being undertaken and the mem-
ber will be informed in writing
when the information requested
Is available.

48. FISHERIES
Geraldton Wharf: Crane

Mr CARRt, to the Minister for Works:
With reference to his answer to
question 23 of 21st November, why
will he not consider the sugges-
tion of providing a crane at the
Geraldton fishermen's wharf for
the use of fishermen to lift items
Into fishing boats?

49.

50.

51.

Mr O'NEIL replied:
The principal reasons for not
providing a crane f or the use of
fishermen at Oeraldton are-

Shortage of funds;
Insufficient wharf space for

installation;
Adequate service already being

provided.

EDUCATION
Bus Fare Subsidy

Mr CARRt, to the Treasurer:
With reference to his answer to
question 11 of 27th November re-
garding a refund of school child-
dren's travel cost., what is the
procedure for persons entitled to
a. refund of fares to apply for
such refund?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
Complete form Eli obtainable
from the headmaster. Following
approval by the Education De-
partment, complete form 10E at
the end of each term, and a re-
fund will be forthcoming from
the Accounts Branch of the Edu-
cation Department.

TOURISM
Film o1 Perth

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister for
Tourism:

With reference to question 62 of
Wednesday, 27th November, con-
cerning a film made for the De-
partment of Tourism-
(a) would be please advise the

names of the three companies
contacted:

(bi) what was the name of the
organisation whose proposals
were rejected?

Mr O'Connor (for Mr GRAYDEN) re-
plied:

(a) Shepheard, Baker & Sullivan;
Bill Gill Productions;
Brian Williams Productions

fly. Ltd.
(b) Cinewest Pty. Ltd.

RAILWAYS
Locomotive Cylinder Heads

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Is it correct that representatives

of the Davis Welding Engineering
Firm had a discussion with the
chief design engineer and his
deputy at Midland railway work-
shops in August or September of
this year?

(2) As a result of the discussions'was
it not arced that the workshops
would forward two locomotive
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cylinder beads for the firm to
repair and submit them to any
tests they considered necessary to
prove the reliability of the weld?

(3) As this firm is carrying out cylin-
der head repairs to the satisfac-
tion of mining companies, power
stations and the State Electricity
Commission. would not it be in
the interests of the WAGE to per-
mit the firm to carry out repairs
on a trial basis as set out in (1)?

(4) How many cylinder heads are at
present located at the Midland
workshops requiring repairs?

(5) Would he Please advise the
reasons why the chief mechanical
engineer, WAGR Midland work-
shops has not replied to the letter
written to him by Davis Welding
Engineering dated 23rd October,
1974?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Yes, on the 5th September, 1974.
Yes.
and (4) The number of cylinder
beads cracked over the past ten
years totalled approximately 170
and the majority of these are held
in Midland workshops.
The situation has been examined
and the use of welded beads of less
strength than when new could en-
courage failure in highly stressed
engines.
However, one cylinder head has
been repaired by weld and has
been under teat in service for ap-
proximately 12 months. A further
eight heads were welded over 6
months ago and may be fitted
shortly for further testing. For
this reason it is not in the WAGE
interest to undertake further cyl-
inder head welding at this stage.

(5) The matter required a certain
amount of investigation but a
reply is now in course of prepa-
ration and will be forwarded to
the firm shortly.

HEALTH
Take-away Foods: Tests

Mr BARNET, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:
(1) As in answer to an earlier ques-

tion relative to tests being carried
out on takeaway foods In Western
Australia the Minister advised that
results were not complete, and in
the light of the serious nature of
the results of tests carried out in
the Eastern States, will he Please
advise if test results are now
available?

(2) If results are available will he
please table them?

(3) If not, Will he issue a public state-
ment with sufficient detail in it
to allay the fears of the public
of Western Australia after
the Eastern States results were
made public?

(4) If "No" to (3), what are his
reasons?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) The tests referred to form part

of a continuing Australia-wide
microbiological survey of food-
stuffs being carried out under the
auspices of the National Health
and Medical Research Council.
Sampling in all States over the
winter season has not been con-
cluded, and planning is well ad-
vanced for a corresponding series
of samples to be taken over the
summer months. The results when
obtained will be used by the
National Health and Medical Re-
search Council for devising nat-
ional standards where appropri-
ate for controlling bacterial con-
tamination of foods, and the re-
lease of these results will be at
the discretion of the council.

(2)
(3)
(4)

Answered by (1).
No.
The view of the Public Health
Department on the information
available is that the reports
emanating from Melbourne were
not soundly based and caused only
a Dine day wonder in that city.
'The department Is satisfied that
the reports have given rise to no
public fears in Western Australia.

53. PERTH TECHNICAL COLLEGE
BITE
Sale

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Premier:
Further to my question 73 of
Wednesday, 27th November, re-
garding the future of the Perth
Technical College site, would he
please provide details of any pro-
posal being considered by the Gov-
ernment for the Possible sale of
the site to a developer?

Sir CHARLES COURlT replied:
Thene are no Proposals before the
Government for the possible sale
of the site to a developer.

54. SCHOOLS AND HIGH
SCHOOLS

Expenditure
Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Education:
(1) Would he please list schools on

which expenditure Is proposed this
financial Year?

52.
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(2) Would he please give details of
work to be done at each?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) and (2) Expenditure will be in-

curred from State loan funds,
specific Commonwealth Grants
and Schools Commission sources.
To provide Information as re-
quested on the several hundred
schools listed would cause serious
dislocation to the administration
of the department at possibly its
busiest time of the year.

55. ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Power Line: Effect on Northern Suburbs

Mr T. J. BURKE. to the Minister for
Electricity:
(1) Further to my question 42 of

Wednesday. 27th November, would
he please provide details of each
claim for compensation from per-
sons whose properties are ad-
jacent to. or in the path of. the
new SEC power line which passes
through Palmerston Street, Hyde
Park, Norfolk Street, Mt. Lawley,
Dianella to Balga?

(2) How many claims have been set-
tled and what compensation was
paid In each case?

(3) Would he please give full details
of all claims still outstanding?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) This line is constructed basically7

in roadways, and no claims for
compensation have been received.

(2) and (3) See (1).

55. HIGHGATE SCHOOL
Language mmficuzuies

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Education:
(1) How many different nationalities

a re represented at the Highgate
school in Lincoln -Street?

(2) Would he indicate the national-
ities represented and the number
of each?

(3) Would he please provide full de-
tails of special provision made by
the Government to assist teachers
and pupils at this school because
of the language difficulties in-
herent?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) Nine.
(2) Austrian . 2

Burmese ... 3
German ... 2
Greek ... .. .. 5
Indian . ....I ... ...
Italian .. . . .. 9
Polish - . I
Turkish .. ...
Yugoslavian . .... 19
(49 pupils as at 24th August. 1974)

(3) The Commonwealth Government
pays the salaries of one full-time
and one three-fifths time special
language teacher at the school.
The special language teachers give
daily Instruction on a withdrawal
basis to the above pupils.
The special language teachers are
additional teachers to those as-
signed to Highgate School as part
of the normal entitlement for
each school provided by the State.

57. AIR TRANSPORT
Perth Airport: Flights

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister for
Transport:.
(1) floes he know, and If so, would

be please advise the number of
scheduled flights out of Perth air-
port each week by the-
(a) Intrastate airlines;
(b) Interstate airlines;
(c) international airlines?

(2) What are the airlines Involved in
each ease?

Mr OtCONNOR replied:
It will be necessary for me to
request the Department of Air
Transport of the Commonwealth
Government to provide this infor-
mation and I will undertake to
do so. When the Information is
available It will be forwarded to
the Member.

58. CONSUMER PROTECTION
Anonymity 01 C'omplainants

Mr T. J1. BURKE, to the Minister for
Consumer Affairs:
(1) What are the guidelines followed

by the Bureau of Consumer Pro-
tection when a complaint Is re-
ceived from a member of the
public?

(2) Would he please assure that the
names of complainants are con-
cealed where the publication is
likely to affect Persons' employ-
ment or standing, particularly in
isolated communities or comipany
towns?

Mr O'Connor (for Mr GRAYDEN)
replied:
(1) (a) The complainant is advised

that his grievance has been
recorded as a formal com-
plaint and that an approach
will be made to the firm con-
cerned.

(b) A letter Is forwarded to the
firm giving relevant details of
the complaint. (In urgent
cases a firm may be directly
contacted by an investigations
officer.)
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(c) complaints are followed
* through to a satisfactory con-

elusion or explanation. and
the complainant is advised of
the outcome.

(2) It is often necessary to divulge
the name of a complainant to a
fim to enable the firm to check
through its records, sales dockets.
etc.
The bureau will not divulge the
name of a complainant if it has
been requested not to do so, or if
it is considered undesirable to do
so.

9. RAILWAYS
Rolling Stock, and Service Mileage

Mr T. J. BURKE. to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Would he please advise Whe total

number of-
(a) locomotives;
(b) passenger carriages;
(c) goods carriages;
(d) other rail vehicles.
that are at present retained by
the WAGE?

(2) What Is Whe total mileage serviced
by the WAGE in Western Aus-
trals?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) As at 30th June. 1974-

(a) 206
(b) 70
(c) 11458 wagons
(d) lounge cars 3

buffet cars 4
dining cars 4
diesel rail cars 50
rail car trailers 39
Inspection cars 7
track recorder car 1
ministerial car 1
Vice Regal car 1
special cars 2
service stock 587 (ballast

wagons, ballast ploughs.
water tanks, etc.)

(2) 6 192 kibometres.

0. POLICE
Violent Assaults

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister for
Police:
(1) How many Incidents of violent

assault have been reported to the
police in 1974 In-
(a) Western Australia;
(b) the Inner Perth city area?

(2) In how many case
sons responsible
hended?

have the per-
been appre-

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) (a) 183

(b) 22.
(2) (a) Western Australia 153.

(b) the inner Perth city area 18.

61. STATE HOUSING
COMMISSION
BildingO Blocks

Mr T. J. BURKE. to the Minister for
Housing:
(1) How many serviced building lots

has the State Housing Commis-
sion In the metropolitan area?

(2) How many serviced building lots
have been sold by the commission
since 30th March?

(3) What was the total of proceeds
from lots sold?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) 2167.
(2) 165 allocated to individuals and

project developers under the
standard conditions of the pro-
ject developer and public schemes.

(3) Sale prices of lots allocated ag-
gregate to $651 800. Receipt of
this sumn is subject to intending
Purchasers satisfying the condi-
tions applying to the allocations.
In addition to the above, the land
element of 269 homes and 33 town
houses sold to commission pur-
chase applicants under long term
contracts of sale totalled $1 334 000
which Is to be realls~d over the
term of the contracts.

62. PUBLIC SERVANTS
Number

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Premier:
(1) What is the total number of

Public servants employed In Wes-
tern Australia?

(2) What is the number In each de-
partment?

(3) What is the Increase in numbers
In each department since 30th
March?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) As at 31-10-74-1il721 (including

cadets, trainees, etc.)
(2) As per schedule hereunder.
(3) To 30th June, 1974-increase 393

(reflecting appointments in train
at March, 1974).
30-8-74-31-iO-74-Reduction of
47.
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Schedule
Department; Total staff

employed at 31-10-74 (including
cadets, trainees, etc.)

Agriculture ... ... 1 016
Audit .... ... 89. g
Chief Secretary's ... 29
Registrar-aeneral's ... 40
Corrections .. ... 90
Astronomical Services ... 19
Medical ... .. .. 203
Public Health ... I.. 733
Mental Health . .. .. 337
Community Welfare ... 484
Crown Law .. ... 563
Public Trust ... 115
Titles office .. .. 232
Education 643
Electoral .. .. 28
Fisheries & Fauna . 169
Forests ... .. .. 144
Industrial Development . 97
Labour & Industry ... 239
Lands & Surveys .... 818
Local Government .... 46
Metropolitan Water

Board _. .. .... 901
Mines .. . ... 516
Aboriginal Affairs ... 4
Police ... .. .. 223
Premier's .. .. .. 38
Tourism . .. -1 . 102
Public Service Board ... 151
Public Works .. ... 1 637
Harbour & Light ..1 52
S.0.I.0 . .. .. .. 327
State Housing Commis-

sion .. ... 614
State Taxation .. .. 341
Town Planning .. ... 103
Treasury ... .. .. 214
Government Stores ... 147
Government Printing

Office .. 42
Workers' Compensation

Board .. .... ....

Environmental Protection 15
Motor Vehicles ... .... 337
Fuel and Power ... ... 17

TOTAL .. 11721

UNEMPLOYMENT

Western Australia and Australia
Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister for
Labour and Industry:

Can he provide information show-
ing-
(a) the percentage of registered

unemployed in Western Aus-
tralia at the present time;

(b) the Percentage of registered
unemployed in Australia at
the same date?

Mr O'Connor (for Mr ORAYDEN)
replied:

(a) The most recent statistics on
unemployment are those pro-

64.

vided by the Department of
Labour and Immigration for
October 1974.
The proportion of the Western
Australian labour force un-
employed at that time was
2.71%.

(b) The proportion of registered
unemployed for Australia in
October 1974 was 2.52%.

STATE FORESTS

Permissible Cut

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Forests:
(1) In the light of continuous re-

assessment of the hardwood forest
and bearing in mind that it has
been realised for some time that
timber from both private and
Crown lands in the process of
alienation has been rapidly ex-
hausted, what efforts have been
made to reduce the annual cut
from State forests?

(2) As In the report on Australian
forestry for the period 1966-1912
by the Australian Forest and Tim-
ber Bureau, mention is made that
the Forests Department will pro-
gressively reduce the mill intake
to about '75% of its present level:
(a) how does this figure relate

to the current level of over-
cutting;

(b) over what period of time Is
this target likely to be
achieved;

(c) by what means can this be
done?

Mr O'Connor (for Mr RIDGE) re-
plied:
(1) The overall Permissible intakes

from State forests to sawmills
have been gradually reduced and
this is evidenced In the figures
given in answer to question 19,
Wednesday, 27th November. 1974.

(2) (a) The figure of '75% relates to
the known position in respect
of the resource when the
present working plan was
written and does not relate
to the present estimated posi-
tion.

(b) At the time of writing the
report for the Australian
Forestry and Timber Bureau,
the timescale envisaged was
during the 1980's.

(c) 0) As sawmill permits are
cut over the sawmill was
to be phased out of pro-
duction.
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(it) AS industry concen-
trates two or more per-
mits Into one. the com-
bined permissible intake
will be reduced.

(11i) No additional sawrmillng
capacity will be per-
mitted on State forests.

STATE FORESTS
Dieback Disease and Railway

Sleepers
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Forests:

What significant contribution, If
any, has the following had over
the Past decade in producing high
rates of timber cutting leading to
the present substantial over-
cutting of jarrat and karri
forest-
(a) die-back:
(b) Supply of railway sleepers?

Mr O'Connor (for Mr RIDGE) re-
plied:

(a) and (b) Neither dieback nor
railway sleeper cutting is
considered to have increased
significantly the level of cut-
ting in the jarrali and karri
forests.

STATE FORESTS
Working Plans

Mr A. R. TONKIN. to the Minister
for Forests:

In regard to working plans pre-pared under the provisions of the
Forests Act-
(1) Which authority approves of

the plans?
(2) Are details readily available

to the public?
(3) Are copies readily available

for Public Perusal?
(4) Is the sawmilllng industry

consulted during their pre-
paration and are details
readily available to the indus-
try?

(5) Are the following agencies
consulted during their pre-
paration-
(a) Public Works Depart-

mient;
(b) Metropolitan Water

Supply. Sewerage and
Drainage Hoard;

(c) Department of Fisheries
and Fauna;

(d) Environental Protec-
tion Authority?

(8) What other agencies are so
consulted?

(7) What type and area of State
forest is covered by the gen-
eral working plan?

(8) What are its broad aims?
(9) For what periods does it have

effect?
(10) What other working plans

are currently in operation.
and what type and area of
State forest do they cover?

(11) Are there any special work-
ing plans presently being
formulated: if so. could de-
tails please be supplied?

Mr O'Connor (for Mr RIDGE) re-
plied:

(1) The Governor.
(2) and (3) Part 1 of the gen-

eral working plan is available
for Perusal at the head office
of the Forests Department,
Part 2, containing the de-
tailed prescriptions by forest
divisions is not available to
the public.

(4) The actual working plan
documents are produced ap-
proximately every five years.
The control of the plan pre-
scriptions and the accumu-
lation and obtaining of
added fundamental inf or-
mation is, however, a con-
tinuous process during the
intervening periods.
There are regular and fre-
quent consultations with the
sawmilling industry at all
times and plans are prepared
having regard to their re-
quirements, although they
need not necessarily be con-
sulted specifically at the
time of the actual writing.
Certain details relating to the
interests of a sawmilling
company can be made avail-
able to that company only.

(5) Similarly to (4), there is con-
tinuous liaison with these
aencies and their interests
and objectives are given due
consideration in the formu-
lation of the plan.

(8) Again, similarly to (4), thene
are frequent discussions and
meetings with numerous
other agencies during the
periods leading up to the
actual writing of each revi-
sion of the working plan.

(7) The plan covers the whole
area of State forest divided
into 12 divisions and in-
cludes areas Proposed for
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permanent forestry
lows-

Type
.Tarnh .. .
Karri
Jarrab and Karri

(mixed) ..
Jarrah and Wandoo

(mixed)
Tuart ... ..
Tingle Tingle ..
Karri and Tingle

(mixed)

(8) The broad aim of
is to regulate the
Crown lands so as t(
for anticipated demE
to ensure the gres
pree of continuity
of economic produc'
employment in the
industry within the
work of estimated lo
yield.

(9). The period between
revisions has been
mately 5 years. Thi
Act specifies that t
should not -exceed

(10) There are a numbs
tailed expressions
objectives in certain
functions which
are called working p
which are at this s
ject only to appi
the Conservator. '
elude:

Narrogin division
plan 1970.

Fire control worki
for each of the

Plantation workin
Research working
Perup fauna Prior

working plan.
(11) Yes, but the range

sive; details can be
to the Member in

STATE FORESTS
Overcutting: Impact

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the
for Forests:
(1) Further to question 19

17th October. has the
overcutting in the State
wood forests ever been re
the annual reports mad
Conservator of Forests sf1

(2) If so, In which years and
pages of these annual re

(3) Did the environmental
statement Prepared by
ests Department concer

as fol-

Hectares
1 312 76?

75 174

287 823

66 291
2 880
4424

Manjimup woodohip project state
the degree of overcutting of the
State's karri forest?

(4) If so, on what page?
Mr O'Connor (for Mr RIDGE) re-
plied:
(1) No.
(2) Answered by (1).
(3) NO.
(4) Answered by (3).

4229 68. STATE FORESTS
- Forest Park andi Intensive Management

1 733 594 Units
the plan Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister

ct plan for Forests:
provide (1) What Is a forest park?

ands and (2) Could a list of these be supplied?
test de- (3) What is an intensive management
in terms unit?
Lion and (4) What area of State forest pres-

timber ently comprises intensive manage-
frame- met units?

rn ~ Mr O'Connor (for Mr RIDGE) re-
writtenopled:

awroitte (1) At the present time there is no
B Forests legislative standing for a Forest

tePeriod park In Western Australia. The
10 yars.ternm Is commonly employed in

years.Victoria, New Zealand. USA.
r of de- Great Britain and other countries
f policy when considering multiple use
areas or planning and refers to areas of

nternally State forests where the object-
inns and ive receiving highest priority In
age sub- management is one or more of
'oval by the following: public recreation;

heen-conservation of flora and fauna;
scientific, historical or scenic

working purposes.
(2) No forest parks with legislative

Ing plans standing exist at present. For
divisions, internal management purposes

9Plans, the Forests Department recog-
niscs such categories as essentialplans, and has listed and demar-

:ity area cated particular areas, fore-
most amongst which are-

is exten- idelaleuca Park (Wanneroo
supplied Division), Russell Block (Kelm-

vrlting. sctt), Asquith (Harvey), Ge
vasse (Collie), Whicher, Lud-
low Thart and Mileyannup
(Nannup-Busselton), Perup
(Manjimup), Johnston, O'Don-

Minister nell. Soho (Peinberton-Wal-pole), and Dryandra (Narro-
gin) as special, large discrete

asked on management units. Numerous
level of other smaller units have been
's hard- identified and are continually

ported ini being identified.
eby the (3) The Forests Department, for

~ce 1960? purposes of convenience, has
on which classed areas, requiring highest
ports? priority for protection and other

impact management work effort as inten-
the For- sive management unite.
ning the (4) 37'7 500 hectares.

1411:111
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69. ABOmRIGINAL LANDS TRUST
Income

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Community
Welfare:
(1) What is the ceiling figure agreed

upon. which will be paid each year
to the Aboriginal Lands Trust re-
presenting income from land held
by the Trust?

(2) How does this figure compare
with the estimated total amount
assessed as income from such land
and paid Into Consolidated Re-
venue?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Under current legislation mineral

* revenues derived from Aboriginal
reserves under the provisions of
the Mining Act must be paid to
Consolidated Revenue. However, It
has been ageed that a similar

*amount of up to $50 000 per an-
num subject to annual review
will be paid to the Aboriginal
Lands Trust.

(2) The estimated annual figure in
respect of mining revenues cor-
rectly payable to Consolidated
Revenue is in the vicinity of
$7 000 at present.

70. LIQUOR
Licensed Premises: Per t Electorate

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister
representing the minister for Justice:
(1) How many licensed Premises are

located In the Perth electorate?
(2) What is the location of each?
Mr ONEIL replied:-
(1) and (2) There are in excess of
* 150 licenses In the State electoral

district of Perth. These licenses
are not recorded geographically.
The information sought by the
Member cannot be produced with-
out considerable Inconvenience to
the Court office.
If the Member desires Informa-
tion concerning specific premises
the Minister will be pleased to
obtain such information from the
Chairman of the Licensing Court.

'71. MAR]RUANA
Convictions and Penalties

Mr T. JI. BURKE, to the Minister
representing the-Minister for Justice:
(1) How many persons have been

convicted for marihuana use since
1st January, 1974?

(2) What was the penalty In each
e ase and the name of the magis-
trate who heard the case?

(3) Is any person convicted since let
January for marihuana use at
present serving time-
(a) as part of the sentence;
(h)iIn default because of Inability

to pay the fine?
Mr O'NFH replied:
(1) Sixty-one Persons.
(2) Fined $100-Mr Fenwiok, JP: Mdr

Ludklfls, JR.
Fined $400-Mr Iddison, SM-
Fined $200-Mr Marteene, JF; Mr

Bell, Jr.
Fined $200-Mr Marteene, JP; Mr

Bell, JP.
Dismissed section 669 Criminal

Code-Mr Marteene, JP; Mr
Bell, JP.

Fined $300-Mr Parker, SM.
Pined $500-Mrs Nichols, JP.
4 months' Imprisonment-Mr

Hogg, SM (Minimum. 2 monfth).
Fined $100-Mr Penwlck, JP; Mr

Roberts, JP.
Pined $300-Mr Parker, BS.
Fined $100-Mr ftulkes, JP; Mr

O'Sullivan, JIP.
Pined $100--Mr Fisher, Bid.
Fined $100-Mr Fisher, SM.
Fined $100-Mr Fisher, SM.
Fined $100--Mr Fisher, SM.
Fined $100--Mr Fisher, SM.
Fined $100-Mr Fisher. SM.
Fined $100-Mr Fisher, SM.
Fined $100-Mr Fisher. SM.
Fined $100-Mr Fisher, SM.
Fined $100-Mr Fisher, SM.
Fined $300-Mr Parker, SM.
Dismissed section 26, Child Wel-

fare Act-Mr Hitchins, SM.
Supervision 8 months Bond $100

good behaviour 12 months-Mr
Hitchins, SM.

Pined $300-Mr Burton, S.M.
Bond $500 good behaviour 12

months--Mr Parker.
Probation 2 years-Mr Mulligan,

SM.
Fined $100-Mr Fisher, SM.
Fined $75-Mr Treloar. JP.
Fined $300--Mr Parker, SM.
Fined $250-Mr Hardy. JP; Mr

Cottier, J1'.
Fined $250-Mr Hlardy. JP: Mr

Cottier, JP.
Fined $150--Mr Hardy, SEP; Mr

O'Meara, J.1'
Fined $100-Mr Hardy, JP; Mr

O'Meara, JP.
Fined $250-Mrs Nichols, JP1; Mr

Treloar, JIP.
Bond $250 good behaviour 12

months--Mr Parker, SM. -
Fined $250-Mr Mc~uigan, SM.
Fined $250-Mr Rasmussen, SM.
Fined $300--Mr Parker, SM.
Dismissed section 26 Child Wel-

fare Act-Mr Rasmussen, SM.
Fined $100-Mr Rasmussen, SM.
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Fined $300-Mrs Nichols, .3?; Mr
Treloar, JP.

Fined SilO-Mtr Hardy, JP; Mr
McDonald, JP.

Fined $100-Mr Hardy, JP; Mr
McDonald, JP.

Fined $150--Mr Perry. JP. Mr
Ayres, JP.

Fined $100--Mr Grant, JP, Mr
Smalipage, JP.

Fined $100-Mr Grant, JP; Mr
Smalipage. JP.

Fined $100-Mr Grant, JP; Mr
Smalipage, Jr.

Fined $100-Mr McGuigan, SM.
Probation for 2 years--Mr Hogg,

SM.
Fined $350-Mr McGuigan, SM.
Fined $350-Ms McGuigan. SM.
Pined $200-Mr Mulligan, SM.
Fined $400-Mr Philp, SM.
Dismissed section 26 Child Wel-

fare Act Supervision till 18
years-Mr Martin. SM.

Pined $100-Mr Fisher, SM.
Pined $100-Mr Fisher, SM.
Fined $500-Mr Southall, JP; Mr

Hanscott, JP.
Fined $500-Mr Southall, .TP; Mr

Hanscott, JP.
Fined $150-Mr Anton, SM.
Fined $250--Mr Martin, JP; Mr

Ludkins, JR.
(3) (a) One person.

(b) N9.

QUESTIONS (11): WITHOUT NOTICE
1.TOTALLISATOR AGENCY BOARD

Responsibilityi of Agents
M~r T. D). EVANS, to the Minister for
Police:

My question relates to an answer
he gave to question 20 today.
That question consisted of 10
parts, but the answer appears to
assume that each of the 10 parts
referred to Information which
would be regarded as being difl-
cult to collate in the time avail-
able. Part (10) of the question
has some urgency attached to it.
What will happen on the gold-
fields this coming Saturday if
TAB agents, because of the with-
drawal of staff, decide that they
cannot, or will not, operate on
race events?

Mr O'CONNOR repied:
The honourable member gave me
no notice of this question.

Mr T. D. Evans: My question refers
to question 20 on today's notice
paper.

2.

Mr O'CONNOR: As he would know.
under such circumstances there
would be no betting in Kalgoorlie.

Mr May: Not much!
Mr O'CONNOR: If there were, they

would be In trouble.

MEAT INDUSTRY
Reviews

Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Ag-
riculture:

Has the Government made any
decision as to how best a review
of the meat Industry should be
undertaken?

Mr MOPIIARLIN replied:
The Government has considered
this matter and believes the most
convenient and appropriate body
would seem to be the Meat In-
dustry Advisory Committee, which
was establihed some three years
ago and includes representatives
of producers, the Meat and Allied
Trades Federation, private and
public abattoirs. and the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. It Is, there-
f ore, the Government's Intention
to Invite this committee to re-
port to it on the following as-
pects of the Industry-

Livestock production potential.
Abattoir and other processing

needs.
Organisation of meat inspec-

tion.
Market opportunities.
Organisation of marketing.
meat classification.
Distribution systems and costs

at the domestic market level.
There is a wealth of Information
and analysis available and It will
be the Job of the Meat Industry
Advisory Committee to examine
this information and report back
to the Government. On the basis
of this report the Goverrnent
will then be in a position to con-
sider what further action Is
necessary to deal with the prob-
lems thrown up by the report.
Some of the more recent reports
are as follows:

Margins and Costs in Marketing
of Meat in Australia.
IL. Hodan, published June,
1972.

Enquiry into the Economics of
Marketing of Livestock and
Meat in Victoria. L. E.
Cozens. Published May,
1973.
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Stabilisation of Meat Prices.
Report from the Joint
Committee of the Com-
monwealth Parliament, pub-
lished late 1973.

Price Differentials in the Meat
Market. Bureau of Agri-
cultural Economies, Can-
berra. published March.
1974.

An Examination of Meat Prices
and Marketing Margins.
N.B.W. Department of Agri-
culture, published May,
1974.

Household Meat Consumption
in Brisbane. C. W. Roberts
and P. J. Neville, Market-
ing Services Branch,
Department of Primary
Industries, published June,
1974.

The actual membership of the
Meat Industry Advisory Commit-
tee is-

Mr C. C. Bennett; Chairman;
Government Abattoirs.

Mr R. Trevaskis; Clover Meats,
49 Albert Street, North
Perth; representing private
abattoirs and exporters.

Mr M. T. Locke; Meat & Allied
Trades Federation of Aus-
tralia, 68 Ord Street, West
Perth; representing Meat &
Allied Trades Federation of
Australia,

Mr J. 3. Phelan, Junior:
'Premier Park', Miling,
6515: representing mutton
producers.

Mr R. L. Lewis: 'Balgarup',
Kojonup: representing beef
producers.

Mr J. Craig, Mr H. G. Neil;
Department of Agriculture,
Jarrah Road, South Perth;
representing Department of
Agriculture.

Mr M. Burns; Trades Hall,
Beaufort Street, Perth;
representing Meat Industry
Employees, union.

Their
are-

original terms of reference

To advise the Minister on:
Developments in meat market-

ing, including changes in
selling procedures, control
by Statute, and regulation
of supplies of stock.

Provision of facilities to ensure
the efficient functioning of
the meat industry.

other matters referred to the
committee from time to
time by the Minister.

This is the approach the Govern-
ment is making towards this prob-
lem.

3. SOUTH KALGOORLIE
SCHOOL

New Building
Mr T'. D. EVANS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:

(1) Is he aware of the concern of the
South Kalgoorlie School P. & C.
Association and staff of the
school over the inordinate delay
in completion of the new build-
ing at the school?

(2) Will the building be completed
for occupation when school com-
mences in February next?

(3) Will the old buildings at the
school be removed during the
holidays?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
The Minister for Education
thanks the honourable member
for notice of the question, the
answer to which is as follows--
(1) Yes.

(2) Every endeavour is being
made to gain occupancy in
February but serious delays in
the supply of certain materials
make it impossible to give a
definite answer at the present
time.

(3) No.

4. WUNDOWIE CHARCOAL IRON
AND STEEL INDUSTRY

Sale
Mr THOMPSON, to the Premier:

In view of the recent erroneous
Press reports that Agnew Clough
is paying only $390 000 for the
Wundowie Charcoal Iron and
Steel Industry, can the Premier
please advise the House of the
full cost of the takeover to the
company?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
The full cost of the Wundowie
Charcoal Iron and Steel Industry
to the company is presently as-
sessed at $2496191.
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This is made up by-
Taking over of private

loans..
An assumption of the

liabilities of the in-
dustry which in-
elude-

Current liabilities
Deferred liabilities

Cost of employee bene-
fits, including contin-
gent liabilties as
presently assessed ..

Cash (as reported in the
Press) ... ..

700 000

which has to be written Off.
These are in excess of the
amounts which were shown as
Part of the cost the company
would Pay for the takeover.

6.

317 403
4 388

1 085000

390 000

$2 496 791

The values of these liabilities
could vary up or down by a com-
paratively small amount as a re-
sult of the industry's operation
up to the sale date. Final de-
tailed figures will be shown as
a result of the audited accounts
and balance sheets to be Pre-
pared at the sale date.
I hope that we can get this in-
formation reported properly be-
cause the report in this morn-
ing's newspaper gives a com-
pletely erroneous impression that
the total sale price is $390 000.

5. WUNDOWIE CHARCOAL IRON
AND STEEL INDUSTRY

Losses: Write-ofifs
Mr YOUNG, to the Minister for
Industrial Development:

With reference to the Wundowie
sale will the minister tell the
House how many millions of
dollars have been written off In
losses both capital grants and
revenue In the last few years?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
I am afraid the information I
give will not please members who
want to pretend-

The SPEAKER: The Minister must
Just answer the question Without
any explanation.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Ask him to put the
question on the notice paper.

Mr MENSAROS: The question sought
Information on the total write-
offsa from debts and losses in con-
nection with the Wundowie
Industry. These were, as at the
30th June, 1974, $5 799 968. Those
are the actual write-offs and
grants from public moneys and
losses.
In addition to this there is an
amount of $1 227 862 outstand-
ig from General Lon Funds

HILLMAN SCHOOL
Parking Area

Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for
Works:

I apologise for the rather short
notice of this question.

(1) Does the Plan for the Hilman
School parking area allow for a
separate entry and exit?

(2) If the plan does not allow for
separate exit will he please in-
vestigate the matter with a view
to arranging for this provision?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) and (2) No. The car park is de-

signed for staff parking only and
it is not considered necessary. in
these circumstances, to have a
separate entry and exit.

7. WUNDOWIE: CHARCOAL IRON
AND STEEL INDUSTRY

sate

Mr MAY, to the Premier:
Was the Information given to the
members on the Government side
in reply to their questions with-
out notice regarding the sale of
the Wundowie industry, by the
Premier and the Minister for
Industrial Development contained
In the agreement and the second
reading speech notes of the
Minister?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
To the best of my knowledge the
information is contained in the
agreement and In the speech
notes of the Minister, and has
been mentioned in the discussions
that have taken place. As far as
I am concerned there was con-
siderable reference to this infor-
mation in the Press releases.

Mr May: Why then did the two
members on the Government side
ask the questions?

Sir CHARLES COURT: Because of
the very erroneous and mislead-
ig reports which appeared In
this morning's newspaper as a
result of the remarks of the hon-
curable member and those of one
of his colleagues.

Mr May: The Press put Its own con-
struction on It.
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8. MARGINAL DAIRY FARM
ASSISTANCE SCHEME

Mortgages
Mrs CRAIG, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Is the first mortgage requirement

that is applied to loans advanced
by the Marginal Dairy Farm
Assistance Scheme applicable only
in Western Australia?

(2) If "Yes" and the reason for this
requirement is the Rural and In-
dustries Bank Act, what steps can
be taken to ensure that the
moneys available through the
Marginal Dairy Farm Assistance
Scheme can be allocated?

Mr McPHARLIN replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The Premier has already indicated

to the House that he shall en-
deavour to arrange alternative
financial accommodation for
worthy individuals who are in-
convenienced by the terms of the
bank Act In respect of special
aspects of their financial needs.
I am having the need for a stat-
utory amendment examined.

9. MEAT INQDUSTRY
InquirY bY Select Committee

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

Arising from the question without
notice asked by the member for
Vasse, is the House to assume that
the motion for the appointment
of a committee of inquiry into the
meat Industry in Western Aus-
tralia is not to be debated and
put to a vote? If that is so, in
view of the very persuasive and
eloquent expression of the posi-
tion of the beef industry by the
member for Vasse, will the Min-
ister not reconsider his decision?

Mr MOPHARLIN replied:
The decision on this matter is left
to the member who is responsible
for moving the motion. It will be
his decision as to what he desires
to be done.

10. PORT HEDLMND SCHOOL
Air-conditioning

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister represent-
Ing the Minister for Education:
(1) Is it a fact that funds have been

allocated for the air-conditioning
of the Acton Street School in Port
Hedland?

(2) If so, when Is the work to com-
mence?

(3) If not, will the minister indicate
when the funds will be made
available?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Tenders will be called

January, 1975.
(3) Not applicable.

by early

11. WUNDOWIh CHARCOAL IRON
AND STEEL INDUSTRY

Losses: Write-ofifs
Mr MAY, to the Minister for Indus-
trial Development:

Will the Minister kindly table the
Papers which he has read out to
the House in connection with the
question asked by the member for
Scarborough?

Mr MNSAROS replied:
Certainly not.

Mr Jamieson: You quoted from
Papers.

Sir Charles Court: The honourable
member is a bit late in asking for
that.

Point of Order
Mr MAY: On a point of order, I think

you, Mr Speaker, gave a ruling
that any document read out would
be tabled.

The SPEAKER: Are these papers
private and confidential?

Mr MENSAROS: They are definitely
confidential. They come from a
file and the notes I have prepared.
No Minister should be obliged to
table the whole of a file of his
department.

The SPEAKER: On a previous occa-
sion when a request was made for
the tabling of papers I ruled that
if a file from which a quote was
made was of a private or confi-
dential nature, it would not be
necessary to table the whole
document, but only that part of
the document from which the
quote was made.
As the Minister says the file Is
confidential, under that ruling I
expect him to table the page
from which he made the quote.

Mr BRYCE: Will you, Mr Speaker.
require the Minister to table the
page of the file that contains the
information, or just the informa-
tion? My understanding of your
Previous ruling Is that under these
circumstances it Is the page of the
file that has been used as the
basis for the quotation.

The SPEAKER: It will be so much of
the page as Is necessary to en-
able the meaning to go through
loud and clear to the member who
is asking the question. I shall see
the Minister in due course and
ensure the right thing is done.

If3!)
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BILLS (2): RETURNED
1. Appropiaition Bill (General Loan

Fund).
2. Loan Bill.

Bills returned from the Council
without amendment.

BEEF INDUSTRY COMMITTEE DILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 26th Novem-

ber.

MR H. D. EVANS (Wren) (3.20 p.m.]:
If ever there was a message which could
be likened to putting a band aid on an
injured elephant, this Is it! "A band aid on
an elephant" Is just about what this
measure would amount to.

Sir Charles Court: The honourable
member must have stayed up all night
working out that comparison: a band aid
on an elephant!

Mr H. D. EVANS: In view of the
fact that this measure was introduced less
than 36 hours ago the time for working
out rhetorical statements has, been con-
siderably limited.

The Problems associated with the beef
industry In this State are so great and
so complex, and the proposed scheme is so
pitifully small by contrast, that the
chances of resolving the position are very
remote. The Proposal is just not enough
and if the Government Is sincere in Its
move It will have to have power beyond
the scope of this Bill to grant a measure
of relief to assist the beef industry on the
basis that it considers necessary.

Let us examine the reason for the intro-
duction of the Bill. The measure is before
us on the initiative born of despair and
desperation on the part of beef producers,
and for no other reason. It is no credit to
the Government, Indeed, the Government
has not given any lead or shown any
initiative at all. All I can say is that it is
purely a gesture of despair by those in-
volved in the industry.

The Farmers' Onion has little scope,
power, opportunity or facility to bring
about the measures which are required
In the light of the magnitude of the prob-
lems which the beef industry is facing.
The Farmers' Uinion has earned top marks
as far as courage and effort are concerned
and indeed, to some extent, as far as
leadership Is concerned. However, as far
as the Government is concerned, it Is a
floundering Nero and nothing less.

Perhaps we had better examine the
plight of the beef industry before proceed-
ing from this point. The position is that
the beef Industry in Australia has reached
an all-time low, and the loss of our tra-
ditional and more recently established
markets has struck home very deeply and
has brought about an oversupply position.

The markets previously available In Am-
erica, Japan, and the United Kingdom
have been restricted. Those countries ab-
sorbed something in the order of 90 per
cent of Australia's beef exports but that
door Is now closed, and it looks as though
it will remain closed for some time.

The Japanese Prime Minister (Mr Tan-
aka) when in Australia did not hold out
much hope as far as the Japanese market
is concerned. That Is a fact of life with
which we are confronted, and it is some-
thing we have to face for the time being.

There are indications that further res-
trictions on imports will be Introduced In
the United States of America in the new
year. That Is another fact of life we have
to face up to and it does not bring us
very much Joy at all. However, we are con-
fronted with those Problems and the pro-
ducers, and the Government, have to face
up to them.

The European Economic Community
still has an oversupply of beef and is still
applying import restrictions based on a
certain amount of local production. That
restriction, in effect, amounts to a curtail-
ment of Australian sales, and imports
from other countries.

As a consequence of the world situation
-and for a fairly obvious reason-the
home market which revolves around the
production of baby beef has declined
rather disastrously. I intend to give some
figures regarding the situation at the pre-
sent time in order to indicate the market
position facing the beef Industry.

I will give the average prices of baby
beef since January, 1974. In January the
price was Sic a kilo; March, 82c; June,
80c; September, 59.2c; October, 50.9c; No-
vember, 44c; and because of recent events
the price is now down to something under
30c a kilo. The peak price in June, 1973.
averaged 86.6lc a kilo. Those are the
home market prices for baby beef.

I will now refer to cow beef and give
the prices for the same months this year.
In January, the price was 72c per kilo;
March, 59c; June, 41c; September, 32c;
October, 30.3c; and November, 27.7c. That
is a span of the figures for this year in
relation to the price of cow beef. In June,
1973, the average price was 70c per kilo.

To my mind the drop In the saleyard
price did not reflect In the retail price In
the market place. I do have the fig-
ures with me, but suffice it to say the dif -
ference is significant. I suspect that the
rate of decline In prices In the retail shops
has been nowhere near the rate of de-
cline in the salcyards. The difference Is
not easy to identify and perhaps the mo-
tion moved by the member for Vasse
would have had some bearing on deter-
mining what the actual differential is and
what it should be.

Recently I had an opportunity to
analyse some figures in connection with
beef production in the Lake Jasper-Scott
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River area. For the Information of those
who are not familiar with the region, it
extends between the Donnelly and Black-
wood Rivens south to Nannup. The pro-
duction figures are quite illuminating.

The reason for the review was quite
authentic; it was for the purpose of equat-
Ing facts and statistics to present to the
Industries Assistance Commission In con-
nection with the reintroduction of the
superphosphate subsidy. The review was
well conducted and was quite comprehen-
sive.

The figures I am about to quote were
Provided by the settlers in the area, and,
bearing in mind that there are 70 farms
in the region, it was an interesting exer-
cise. The survey was carried out with a
fair degree of precision regarding the costs
entailed in beef production. The costs
for the rearing of baby beef can be broken
down fairly clearly.

The cost of a cow, from which 10 calves
can be reasonably expected, at the initial
upset price is $280. The value of the 10
calves, which could be expected, is $10 each.
The cost of superphosphate is shown at
$18, bearing in mind that three calves run
to the acre. The cost of hay is $14, and
the cost of a bull, worked out per calf in
terms of service, is $5. Additional costs
covering drenching, cartage, and commis-
sion, bring the total to $69.

Those costs do not take into account
clearing, interest rates, fencing, or capital
outlay. The cost involved Is just for the
sheer production.

The production of an animal, at a cost
of $89, works out at 46c per kllo. That
figure compares favourably with the esti-
mate by the Farmers' Union that the cost
of production of baby beef is 50c per kilo.

Of course, as a consequence, we will see
an increase in those input costs In 1975.
The relative position of the farmers in
that area will be considerably diminished.
The point of the escalation of costs and
the decline in baby beef prices is a very
important one, but what can these factors
be attributed to? I will leave that to the
conjecture of members.

We are really concerned only with the
export price which is the result of the
slump in world trade. The home market
is the same as it was last year, with the
difference that the price has been slashed
so dramatically. If it can be shown that
this was brought about by the existing
system, I would be far more favourably
disposed to the measure. However, on
logical grounds alone, it is very hard to
identify the cause. It comes back to the
manipulation and operation of the system
as we know it today.

The situation which exists in the Indus-
try is not a very bright one. As I have
pointed out, the price on the export market
and the price on the local market are such
that beef is produced ab~ove cost. A num-
ber of alternatives must be considered, as

it appears that the marketing system must
be changed In some way. The alternatives
as far as marketing is concerned are as
follows: Firstly, we can continue with the
system under which we now operate, but
surely no-one can say that is a success at
the present time. If ever anyone has been
played for a sucker-in the common verna-
cular-it is the farmer. This situation will
continue under Whe present system. So
our first choice Is to retain the status quo.

The second alternative is the prospect
of selling under co-operative organisations
as occurs in Places such as Sweden, Fin-
land, and other European countries. In
these countries beef Is purchased and sold
en masse, and as a consequence, economic
benefits flow from the volume of opera-
tion. However, I suspect that the tradition
in Australia is such that we could never
get farmers to co-operate to such an ex-
tent that they would take part In a joint
operation, even for their own good.

As I see it, there is little prospect of
operating with large scale co-operatives in
this State. Rural traders offer a hope In
this regard, and these traders could very
well be a most important feature of West-
ern Australian rural marketing operations.
However. I cannot see such an idea ex-
panding to cater for the tremendous bulk
of rural products.

The third alternative is for some statu-
tory authority to provide these services.
However, in return for the stability and
organisation such a scheme represents, a
certain degree of control is required. We
have seen this with the Lamb Marketing
Hoard, and the system is not acceptable to
some producers. Indeed, several meat op-
erators recently made a public statement
at a country sale to the effect that they
objected to a statutory impost which would
be necessary in the scheme put forward
by the Farmers' Union. The producers con-
sidered the system was most unfair. They
want the best of two worlds--to use the
scheme if they want to but to disregard
it when they do not need it. It comes
back to the situation that farmers believe
it is most important that they market
their rural product.

Mr MePharlin: Can you estimate how
you could fix a price for the export
market?

Mr H. D. EVANS: We will proceed with
this a little further. The operation of the
Lamb Marketing Board suggests that it
provides a cushioning effect. Even when
such an operation is undertaken by two
co-joint vendors, the interrelated cushion-
ing effect leads to benefits in the prices
obtained.

Tho!e are the three alternatives on
which farmers must make a decision. This
decision must be made in the near future
for their survival.

Of even more concern at the Present
time is the limited usage of cattle in the
paddocks. If the next calf crop is super-
imposed on the stock already held, we will
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be in a most unenviable position. The
Problem will increase in intensity because
we cannot store stock meat.

At a recent Farmers' Union meeting at
Dardanup, the view was expressed that It
would be better to conduct a large slaugh-
tering campaign and to obtain whatever
Price is possible-this was the view ex-
Pressed at the meeting; it is not mine.

The position in New South Wales and
Queensland Is even worse than it is in
Western Australia, and this is a very Im-
Portant consideration when looking at the
consequences which will result from a floor
Price. We have seen the importance of
this problem in recent Years. Once there
is a price differential less than the trans-
portation costs across the Nullabor, many
Products can be imported from the Eastern
States. This Is another fact of life.

A consideration of the operation of the
committee Prompted me to make my com-
parison initially. I have pointed out some
of the major difficulties likely to arise with
the implementation of the legislation be-
cause r feel they may have eluded some
members. The Hill provides for the fixing of
a minimum Price and that Is the sole
Power which the committee will have. It
will do nothing but fix the minimum price.
So all producers are aware that a mini-
mum price will come into effect In the near
future. The point!I make Is that producers
will wait for the minimum price to be fixed
before they bring their produce to the
abattoirs. How will we juggle this situ-
ation?

I1 will give an exaggerated example of
this. It may happen that we have 200 000
animals in Midland one week and only 200
the next week. It will be bad enough to
deal with this oversupply and undersupply,
but whose animals will be involved? Will
all producers have the same opportunity
to take advantage of the minimum price?
r do not see that they can. It means that
some will have to carry stock through and.
even if the feed Is available, this will
mean a big increase in the cost Involved.
Who will determine which stock will be
taken in at the abattoirs? Will it be the
stock firm, and if it is, what will be the
effect of this?

The members of a stock firm will know
Its valued clients, the farmers whose ac-
counts are sought, and the farmers who
owe It money. They would be aware that
the payment of a loan is dependent on the
sale of stock. Obviously there will be dis-
crimination, and this discrimination will
act against those in the worst position.

The question of the nomination of a
representative of the Lamb Board is some-
thing which provides for an equitable con-
tinuity of supply. The producer must nom-
inate which animals he is sending for-
ward so that the Lamb Board can under-
take an ordinary receiv'al programme.
Under this arrangement we will have
such chaos that It Is not even pleasant to

contemplate. This is an inherent prob-
lem in the scheme, and as I say, it Is not
a practical proposition in the hurly-burly
of the free enterprise auction system as
we know It.

The Bill seeks to have five grades of
beef. Who will determine the grade? This
Is not within the compass of the board
Itself, and therefore it is one question
which will have to be resolved, and on
what sort of equitable basis will this be
done? Every grower will want to sell his
stock at the local market price, and every
buyer will try to purchase it at export
Prices, and when there are such very close
levels of weight and grade, as must exist
in the saleyard. who will determine that
one animal shall be sold at half the price
of the other, Particularly when the close-
ness of the decision is so very near?

This again comes back to subjectivity
and possible manipulation. Row many re-
tail butchers will purchase stock that Is at
export price level and very close to the
quality of weight and grade for the local
market and then sell it at the increased
margin?

Philosophically-and I will deal with
this a little later-the Australian Labor
Party sees a fair return as being quite an
equitable proposition; but when it comes
to the consumer making a subsidy pay-
ment to the producer the producer must
then get It; not the wholesale merchant
in between, as will happen in this'case;
and there is no doubt that the consumer
will be paying out the wholesale butchers.
That is a fact of the commercial world
and this Is the operation that will take
place.

Mr Bertram: It Is a form of taxation.
Mr H. fl. EVANS: Taxation being paid

fairly and justly in the right quarter is
one thing, but when It comes to manip-
ulation It Is another matter. At the mo-
ment the machinations within the sales
structure are very considerable Indeed,
and tremendous margins are made to the
detriment of the grower. This legislation
will facilitate that situation.

Mr Blaikie: In other words you are op-
Posed to the Bill.

Mr H. D. EVANS: I am supporting the
Bill, but if this is the best the Government
can do it should be totally ashamed of It-
self.

The other factor to which I turn con-
cerns the merchants from the Eastern
States. We have already seen this year
that shipments of lamb have come to
Western Australia from the Eastern States
where prices are depressed. The Lamb
Board has operated so effectively that it
has been able to handle this situation
and maintain reasonable prices to the
consumer and the Producer. This Is what
orderly marketing Is all about. The posi-
tion In the Eastern States is worse than
that which exists here.
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I understand that the cost of getting
lamb from the Eastern Sates was about
6c; a pound, so we can assume that im-
mediately the price differential Is Ile or less
for beef, shipments of beef will be coming
Into Western Australia. This is as sure as
the sun will rise tomorrow, and the Bill
before us will have no way of stopping it.
I doubt whether this would be possible
under the terms of the existing Federal
Constitution even with a statutory board,
or with the Lamb Marketing Board. There
is the opportunity to scale prices in this
way.

The skill of the Potato Marketing Board
is evident in that it can adjust its price
as near as possible to the dump prices In
the Eastern States. But when Queensland
and New South Wales have such tre-
mendous surpluses of meat they will send
them over here even if they have to do
so at less than break-even price. They will
either have to do that or leave the meat
in the paddocks which, of course, they can-
not afford to do.

Accordingly the overall position will be
a very serious one so far as Western Aus-
tralia is concerned.

I would like now to make reference, as
I have already done, to the attitudes of the
Government parties, and of the Australian
Labor Party towards marketing, especially
in the field of rural produce.

Mr Blaikie: You are getting on rather
dangerous ground there.

Mr H. D. EVANS: There are four indus-
tries that are successfully operating at this
time. These are the whole-milk industry,
the potato growing industry, the lamb In-
dustry and the sugar industry in Queens-
land.
Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.03 p.m.

Mr H. D. EVANS: Before the suspension
I was establishing the bona fides of the
Australian Labor Party in the field of rural
marketing and I made reference to the
only industries that are really stable in
this State. I cite the milk, potato grow-
ing, lamb, and wheat industries.

The sugar industry in Queensland Is also
another stable industry with its interna-
tional agreements and its fairly rigid con-
trol. Its stability right throughout is prob-
ably the envy of most industries not only
in Australia but also throughout the rest
of the world.

We have seen that the milk, the potato
growing, and the wheat industries--the
latter industry depending largely on home
consumption-still achieve stability which
is the envy of other industries that do
not enjoy it. Over the years Whe wheat
industry has shown itself to be one of
the great rural industries of the Common-
wealth.

Over many years the Lamb Board has
operated with a degree of efficiency to
bring about a degree of stability. That

was foreseen, by the Tonkin Govern-
ment, anyway, once It was given the op-
portunity to work in a reasonable area.
The year of its innovation was most
hazardous and had it not been for the
fact that it was Introduced by a Labor
Government and nurtured during the first
18 months of its life it would never have
survived. Indeed, the inquiry conducted by
the Court Government this Year, although
It set out to increase the efficiency of the
Lamb Board, did nothing towards achiev-
ing this end and, in fact, in view of Whe
contribution of funds to oppose it, its sur-
vival is surprising. I think the Court Gov-
ernment conducted this inquiry with the
same cynical attitude that it has towards
the Australian Labor Party as far as Whe
marketing of farm produce is concerned
and in recognising that such a policy has
been effective in giving a degree of stabil-
ity that enables management programmes
to be undertaken.

The policy of the Australian labor Party
in this regard is clearly defined. So that
there may be no misunderstanding about
the situation, I will refresh members'
memories briefly on what the Policy of the
Australian Labor Party Is. On page 14 of
our Policy booklet, the following appears-

(2) (a) Establishment of a Statutory
Marketing Authority to con-
trol both domestic and export
sales. The form and method
of implementation to be de-
pendent upon the experience
Indicated by the operation of
the W.A. Lamb Marketing
Board.

(b) Prices to be determined by a
weight and grade basis.

That is to be done as part of our policy
and it is something for which the Tonkin
Government worked steadily to achieve
throughout its term of office. To this end
the Lamb Marketing Board was introduced
and, as I say, it was nurtured during the
first crucial 18 months of its life despite
the tremendous campaign and onslaught
launched against it by its opponents by
contribution of funds, certainly by those
within the trade. The adverse publicity
showered on the board, which verged
closely on the defamatory at times, was
something that was shouldered by the
Tonkin Government, but I understand
that its survival was never expected by a
Government of a different complexion.

Mr Blaikie: The criticism that I made
was levelled against the operations of the
board.

Mr Jamieson: Don't point! It is rude;
I told you that before.

Mr H. D. EVANS: If I recall correctly,
the criticism levelled by the member for
Vasse had to do with Payments which
were largely for out of season lamb made
to the Producers in his area at a time of
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considerable dearth. However, it was an
exceptional Year and I think the board
acted very correctly and wisely and this
year I cannot think offhand of a farmer
who is sending lambs to auctions and
avoiding board sales. The scheme has
Proved itself without a shadow of doubt.

I now wish to mention the appointment
of the Meat Industry Advisory Committee.
As I see it, this does not represent a total
approach to the appointment of a
statutory meat authority. This committee
was established: It served a useful purpose,
and still does. Even so, It still does not
have sufficient teeth. Going back to 1960.
the recommendation of the Towns and
Austen report seemed to indicate a great
need for an authority of this kind. This
is an authority which, had it been estab-
lished a decade ago, would. I am sure,
have been successful in avoiding our
getting into the position in which we find
ourselves today.

The Tonkin Government also extended
the powers of the Midland Junction Abat-
toir Board in regard to trading. This
move was not received very happily by
the then Opposition as the parliamentary
debates at that time will show. There was
some criticism and objection to such a
move, but it did serve a worth-while func-
tion in that it brought a major buyer into
the saleyard which had the effect of keep-
ing prices at a more reasonable level than
they otherwise would have been. This
move also allowed individuals, organisa-
tions, small firms, and syndicates to export
sheep meats when otherwise they could
not have done so.

Then, too, we return to the provision of
abattoir facilities, the lack of which was
a scandal during the regime of the Brand
Government. The absence of adequate
abattoir facilities in those years cost the
farmers many millions of dollars at a time
when they could not afford such a loss.
The provision of those facilities by the
Tonkin Government at a tine when they
were urgently required was one of the
better achievements of that Government in
the field of rural policy.

Mr Bertram: Hear, bear!

Mr H. D. EVANS: Having answered the
question as to whether or not we sup-
port this measure. I think I have made
It abundantly clear that not only will we
support it but we will give the Govern-
ment the opportunity to do something
positive. it is my intention, during the
Committee stage, to move an amendment
to establish a statutory marketing auth-
ority at the termination of the term of
this committee. This I feel is a step in
the right direction. To leave a commit-
tee such as this unclad with powers may
prove that it will not have the strength
and statutory authority to operate effect-
ively.

At least the committee should be given
a chance by granting powers to it under
the legislation so that it may direct and
control the industry at least to some
degree. At the moment it has no con-
trol except over the fixing of a minimum
price and the imposition of a fine if a
muinum price is not fixed. But there
are no details in regard to the methods
that will be used to export beef, who will
be responsible for the exports, and how
this will be implemented. The fact is that
as a piece of legislation I have never seen
Its like, and I never expected that such
a loose and woolly approach would be
taken to put this proposition before those
engaged in the Industry. As I said, it
has been Introduced in a spirit of
desperation, but now that it has been
introduced to the Parliament, and possibly
will be approved on such a loose basis, it
may not prove to be successful.

Nevertheless as an introductory step to-
wards the establishment of a statutory
body it has our support, but we are anxi-
ous to see the legislation go beyond the
stage set out in the Bill. We cannot
visualise the measure having any success
unless it is broadened to go beyond the
stage envisaged. I have pointed to the
difficulties of operation in regard to the
marshalling of the stock, the mainten-
ance of the stock, and its distribution.
There will also be other difficulties re-
lating to the hardship caused by leav-
ing stock on the farms. These are all
matters over which the committee will
have no control. The fixing of the price
is another point that will have to be given
consideration, At what level will the
committee fix the price?

The committee will have restraints
placed upon it due to the fact that over
the border there are often herds that are
not offered to markets and the owners of
those herds will certainly take advantage
of any situation created in Western Aus-
tralia that will enable them to dispose of
their stock. There is this natural re-
straint, but in terms of effective price
fixing and the justification for it. at the
moment the fixing of a price is done on
a voluntary basis and no individual is
bound to keep to the price he will deter-
mine.

It would appear that the consumer has
a real stake in this scheme, bearing in
mind that 12 months ago prices were at
the highest peak on record and no effort
was made to take the cream off the top
for the benefit of the consumer. Indeed.
this time the consumer is to contribute to
a price that will be raised to give the pro-
ducer a more favourable opportunity to
enable him to continue in business. No-
body argues over this principle, but the
consumer has an involvement in the
scheme that Is not recognised. On the
committee the representation of the con-
suming Public is negligible.

Apparently the Commissioner for Con-
sumer Protection is to be a member of
the committee. In the original version of
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the Minister's notes was the figure "6",
in relation to the committee, but that was
struck out and Whe figure "7" substituted.
I suspect that the commissioner of prices
control, holding the office of Commissioner
of Consumer Protection under the Con-
sumer Protection Act, was added as a hasty
afterthought when the measure was
brought before the House. That was about
the strength of it. That Is about all the
consideration this Government gave to
orderly marketing. It did not spend time
on details, or work out a suitable plan, as
was done by the Previous Government.

With regard to the potato Industry, if
we look at the graph of prices over the
years, we will find that industry main-
tained a fairly gentle fluctuation, con-
trasted with the situation In the Eastern
States where the prices have their peaks
and troughs. This industry, has been a
success which Is of benefit not only to the
Producer who can budget and know
approximately what figure he can expect,
but also to the consumer who can antici-
Pate a Particular Price level of a com-
modity. This surely has a flow-over into
the cost of living and indexing involved
in these matters.

The consumer representation has been
dealt with in a rather cavalier fashion be-
cause I feel certain that my interpretation
of the alteration in the Dotes is somewhere
near the mark.

In summation I would say that this
measure is a case of too little far too late;
but it does not exclude the prospect of
getting the industry on a firm basis in the
future. Unless this committee is expanded
Into a full statutory meat authority with
control over the beef industry In the State
nothing stable in the long term will be
achieved; and this is what we seek. There-
fore if the Government is sincere in its
Proclamations and protestations of con-
cern for farmers it is supposed to repre-
sent, It should take steps to ensure that
the committee is expanded into a full
statutory meat authority. I make the
point that not one major piece of legis-
lation of benefit to rural industries has
been introduced by a Liberal-Country
Party Government.

Mr Blaikie: What about that Dill on
probate duty last night that you voted
against?

Mr H. D. EVANS: I refer the member
for Vasse to the exposition by the Leader
of the Opposition and suggest that he
read It.

Mr Blaile: I did.
Mr H. D). EVANS: As I was saying, In

connection with legislation to benefit rural
industries, not one major piece of legis-
lation has been brought down by the
Liberal-Country Party Government. It
cannot do this because it is tied to the
vested interests which manipulate these
industries against the interests of farmers.

Just have a look at the subscription list
to the party funds. There is the evidence.
That is about the strength of it.

it is a question of too little too late,
but we do give the Government the oppor-
tunity to accept the amendment which
will be moved In Committee, thus turning
what is a toothless paper tiger into some-
thing which could be worth while in Whe
long term. If the Government is sincere,
it will accept the amendment.

MR SKIDMORE (Swan) [4.19 p.m.]:
An industry should not be considered in
isolation, but that Is precisely the situa-
tion under the Dill which does not recog-
nise the very basic fundamental that Whe
industry is dependent upon more than the
sale of its product. It Is no good the
Industry believing It has solved its prob-
lems merely because a minimum Price will
apply. This will only perpetuate a prob-
lem. The export market for beef became
unprofitable by virtue of a falling and
declining market in the United States of
America. The Minister so rightly pointed
out that this has fallen by 81 Per cent
since June, 1974. Let us consider the Bill
In the light of the export market. On
the one hand we have a product to sell,
but we are bound by an uncontrollable
market-the export market. We cannot
control It, and therefore we have a prob-
lem. So we have one aspect which has
brought about the failure of the export
market because we do not have the ability
to do anything other than accept what
must be Paid by the consumers of our
goods-and Particularly of beef. We may
bargain and have agreements, but we have
no control.

Let us consider the Dill with that in
mind. In essence the Bill will Provide the
farmer with a controlled minimum price,
but it completely ignores the captive mar-
ket. Maybe that is the reason for the
measure. Is It that the captive market,
as distinct from the export market which
is not captive, is being ignored because
It will front up to its responsibilities as
It must purchase a, product for the pur-
Pose of living? We could all become vege-
tarians, but to many Western Australians
that is an untenable thought. It Is well
known that Australian people are among
the highest consumers of beef. In fact
I have a feeling that we are among the
top five or six consumers. So we have a
captive market. Is it the intention that
we do not worry about that market
because it cannot get away?

If that is the attitude to be adopted
under the Bill, I condemn It, and later on
in Committee I will deal more deeply with
the question of the captive market and
the effect the consumer has upon the
industry.

I think it is quite wrong and improper
for the Government to present this Biln
to the House on the ground that It will
stabilise the meat industry. We must



3952 (ASSEMBLY.]

remember that an industry involves many
People, not only the consumer who is
interested in the stabilisation of the
Industry, but also everyone in between
Including those at the abattoirs, the
wholesale butchers, the retail butchers,
and many others. Lastly, we have the
consumer. However, this Bill does not
take those others into account. It Is
Interested only in the very basic issue of
a minimum price which a farmer will
receive for his product.

In a page appended to the Minister's
speech are some statistics dealing with
the failing off In the number of animals
for slaughter and the problems the
Industry faces because of a decline In the
export market. This of course In turn
means that the home market price Is
reduced to an unprofitable level. I am
aware of the equations used by the hon..
curable member who preceded me to show
that it was unprofitable for a farmer to
Produce cattle far sale. The Minister said
that producers have been able to hold
back stock because of good seasonal con-
ditions being experienced In Western Aus-
tralia this year, hoping that prices will
Improve. He said that the grain feeding
of cattle over the summer will prove a
costly operation and that it is more likely
that slaughtering figures will Increase
during this period.

Let us analyse the statement and see
whether or not the farmer has got hold
of a double-headed penny, flipped it in
the air, and said. "Heads I win and tails
you lose." What in essence did the farmers
do? Did they take a gamble as farmers
do at various times in the hope that the
Price would rise? Are we to be held to
ransom because of overstocking and a
falling export market?

Surely all farmers want to save costs
when possible and they must have
weighed up the pros and cans of feeding
the stock and retaining it on the farm as
against the possibility of an expected
price rise. Did they gamble, and It did
not pay off? It Is a great pity it did not,
but such a procedure does not indicate
that the farmer has much business acu-
men because he should have realied that
ina the short term It was Impossible to an-
ticipate an upward trend In the export
market. It was basically wrong of the
farmers to assume hopefully and optimis-
tically that at some given time there
would be an upsurge in exports and there-
fore they would be back In business.

Mr Blalkie: You should stick with the
workers.

Mr SKZIDMORE: I do not profess to be
an expert. I try to consider not what I
think, but what the Minister said when
he introduced the Bill, I did not quote my
words, but his words and I am using them
to illustrate that the farmer has perhaps
flipped the coin and lost.

We are in the position of having to try
to salvage something from the wreck in
the farming community. For many years
successive Governments have tried to do
so, as the previous speaker on this side
indicated. I presume this Is precisely what
we are doing, but this Bill is merely patch-
Ing up an ailing industry, an industry
which is ailing because it has not got
proper control of itself. The Bill will not
give the industry this control. The Bill
assumes the market will remain captive.
It is a fairly good assumption when we
look at some of the figures available.

I have many figures here supplied to
me by the Government Statistician. Also
I received as recently as four o'clock this
afternoon some information from the
wholesale butchers and the retail butchers.
These figures cover the years from 1969
through to the present position In 1974.
1 also equated figures. However, I do not
intend to present them during the second
reading debate, because we will have
ample time in Committee when we propose
to move an amendment to overcome a
consumer problem.

Mr Blaikie: You have to be Joking!
Mr SKIDMORE: Apparently the memi-

ber for Vasse does not consider it is a
consumer problem. I ask him: What will
happen to the beef after the farmer has
got rid of it?

Mr Cowan: When you go for a minimum
wage for workers, do you worry about
the consumer then?

Mr SKIDMORtE: of course we do. If
the honourable member wants to argue On
industrial matters, I will take him on, but
not during a debate on his Industry.

What I am suggesting to members who
have an interest in the Bill is that they
listen carefully and endeavour to see some
of the good things. If they wish to crit-
icise let those criticisms be germane to
the debate. Otherwise their contribution
is lost because It Is no contribution at all.
I am quite happy to answer the interjec-
tion, but I can see no purpose in It.

However, with regard to the Inter-
jection. I will ask: if it is not the
consumer who takes the beef at the
end of the line, who does? Is it pro-
cessed at the abattoirs, put in chillers,
and left there? It cannot be exported, be-
cause there is no market available. Some-
one has to eat it. Of course It is a con-
sumer problem and it Is not solved by the
Bill. When we are dealing with the price
of a commodity, we should not deal with
only one level of the price range; that is,
the very basic price level of the commnod-
ity. I believe that If we are to have ord-
erly marketing and a stabilised industry,
we should consider the whole range.

Mr Blalkie: Li.ke the motorcar industry,
the textile industry, and the agriculture
industry? How many more would you
like me to reel off for You?
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Mr Jamileson: Reel off yourself! YOU
will be reeled off all right!I

Mr SKIDMORE: It is amazing how
some People will leave their chins exposed.
Cassius Clay would not have to hit the
honourable member. He would merely
have to breath on him. That is all I
would have to do because the Issues he
raised are Issues over which Parliament
has no control, and well he knows it.

Mr Blaikie: But It is part of your party
platform.

Mr SKIDMORE: If the honourable mem-
ber wants me to argue about my party's
platform I will be happy to do so. It has
already been read to the House by the
member for Warren. It is a good platform
and supports the fanner: but every time
we on this side of the House come out In
support of the farmer we are held up to
ridicule and what we say is considered to
be wrong. The platform says--

The establishment of a statutory
marketing authority to control both
domestic and export sales.

What more do we want? I do not agree
that the producer's responsibilities end at
the time he disposes of his product, and
that is not in line with our policy of con-
trolling both domestic and export sales.
We say the industry as a whole must be
stabilised.

So it Is a consumer problem and we are
concerned. When beef prices were on the
rise the industry was very buoyant and in
an endeavour to take advantage of the
overseas markets herds were increased;
but when the overseas markets dwindled
the industry ran into difficulties. It was
in the interests of the producers to exploit
the market as best they could, but It was
a different matter when the crunch came.
When things were going well and prices
were sky high-as they were in 1972, 1973,
and 1974, when the industry was beginning
to climb out of the depression-it was
certainly the consumer who met the price
increases. The middle man-the wholesale
butcher-loaded his prices and got his
share of an inflated price. The retail but-
cher added his share, including a profit
margin, and it had a compounding effect
on the consumer. The industry did not
bother to stabilise itself except to say, "Let
us rip the cream off the milk and eat it,
and not put anything away for the stabl-
lisatlon of the industry."

I am not an expert on agricultural af-
fairs and I would not be so presumptuous
as to suggest how the industry could be
consolidated. Producers had the opportun-
ity but did not take it. They were prepared
to ride the wave and hope that before they
got too far down in the trough another
wave would take them up again. The con-
sumner is involved at all times.

During the Committee stage I will deal
with the facts I elicited in a survey I made
of the industry from the time a baby beef
steer weighing 300 to 350 lb. Is first de-
livered to the abattoir by the Producer
until it finishes up hanging on a book or
lying In a tray in the butcher's shop. I
make it clear that my criticism In regard
to prices under this Bill Is not levelled at
the farmer. I do not know why some mem-
bers on the other side are looking daggers
at us: we support the Bill. We support
the principle of price stabilisation, but we
do not support the principle of a section
of the community-that is, the fanmer-
being sustained by the consumers because
they cannot get off the hook: and it is the
butcher's hook they cannot get off. That
is our concern.

I hope some interesting matters will
come out of the debate to show it is not
the Producer who is at fault, and never
has been, in my opinion. The Person who
is at fault is the businessman In the
middle who determines what the public
will pay. Business is with us for the pur-
pose of taking from the producer an item
he should be able to market himself, Thle
member for Warren suggested a co-oper-
ative should be established to make the
industry more stable and to give it its
own marketing organisation. Co-operatives
have been successful and of great benefit
to industry-not only producing industries
but also other types of industry.

In his speech the Minister made refer-
ence to beef being traded at a quite un-
realistic Price compared with the domestic
market price, and he Maid it is essential
that urgent action be taken to assist the
industry as Provided for in the Bill.

I take UP those points. The Minister
said beef was being traded at a quite un-
realistic price compared with the domestic
market price. I accept that; we all know
that. He went on to say the Bill will assist
the industry. He Is saying the domestic
market-the consumer market-is part
and parcel of the Bill. I think consumers
have been sold short.

If the Minister includes the domestic
market and says the Bill will assist the
Industry, we then say the Bil Is deficient.
The function of the committee It is pro-
posed to set up is Price fixation. There
will be difficulties associated with deter-
mining the weight and grade of cattle at
auction sales as distinct from assessing the
weight and grade at a given Price under
private sale and negotiation. There will
be many problems. The Bill Is a start but
we are suggesting It does not go fax enough
because it does not Include the whole in-
dustry. We suggest the aulthority should
include representatives of the People who
are the concern of all Industry-that is.
the consumers-and the People who have
to prepare the product In Its various stages
until it is Presented to the consumer-that
Is, the unions.
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Of all the industries which have experi- committee. But what is the committee for?
enced turmoil in the industrial field, the
Meat Industry Employees' Union has had
the most traumatic experience in regard to
the working conditions In abattoirs. The
member for Warren mentioned the im-
provements which were made, not only to
machinery and equipment but also to
working conditions. So we have a third
section of the Industry which comprises
not only consumers but which is also an
essential part of the industry, because
without the processor there are no "good-
ies" at the end of the line and the stock
might just as well stay on the farm.

I do not think the farmer is receiving a
reasonable return for his Produce today.
My sympathy is With the fanner. The
member for Warren mentioned a figure of
$69. and on my calculations the producer
would receive $78 when he sold an animal.
An amount of $9 would not even pay the
cartage of the animal to the abattoir.

We are collectively concerned about the
whole Hill. I will expound my theories at
the Committee stage. I hope my address
will be Interesting and that members will
listen to It with care, because it will be a
statistical analysis. When making a
breakdown of the price of a product It Is
necessary to equate It to things which are
readily understood; otherwise the exercise
becomes unrealistic. I have converted kilo-
grams to Pounds and rounded off the
figures, so that we would know what we
are talking about. Figures relating to the
primary producer are rounded off to the
advantage of the primary producer; figures
relating to the wholesale butcher are
rounded off to his advantage, and not to
the advantage of my argument. The same
applies to the figures relating to the con-
sumer and the retail butcher. I have
rounded off the figures in an endeavour to
achieve objectivity.

I will move an amendment during the
Committee stage and leave my further
remarks until then.

MR BERTRAM (Mt. Hawthorn) [4.41
P.m.]: This is yet another of a long string
of price-fixing measures which the Gov-
ernment has introduced during this session
of Parliament. Members of this House
may be staggered to learn that, as would
any member of the public; but there has
been a long string of price-fixing measures
and this is another of them.

I was quite unimpressed to read this in
the Bill-

A Bill for an Act to establish a
Beef Industry Committee and for
incidental and other purposes.

it is completely a wrong nomenclature; it
has a little bit of truth In it but it is
fundamentally Wrong. It is not "A Bill for
an Act to establish a Beet Industry Com-
mittee and for incidental and other pur-
poses"; It is a Hill for an Act to fix the
price of beef and for Incidental and other
purposes. It is true the Bill will establish a

It is merely a vehicle for the fixing of the
price of beef.

The short title of the Hill is "Beef
Industry Committee Act, 1974"-& com-
plete misnomer which is quite misleading
and deceptive. That is not the purpose
of the Hill at all. The prime purpose of
it is to fix the price of beet statutorily,
and the world should be told about it.
If any member has doubts about it, he
should read clause 8 (1). which states--

(1) The Committee shall, from time
to time by public notice, fix the mini-
mum prices for which the classes and
weight ranges of beef specified in the
notice may be bought or sold, and
may, from time to time by notice so
published, vary or cancel any such
notice.

There is no point In my reading sub-
clause (2) because it simply goes on to
develop that further and impose a penalty
of $200 for any breach of the provisions.
It is a criminal offence for anybody to
transgress the provisions of this Hill
whereby a price will be fixed by a com-
mittee made of up nonconsumers--the
people for whom the Government pretends
to have very great concern but for whom,
as I have indicated previously, it does
not really have a gneat deal of heart at
all.

As far as I am aware, the Government's
policy speech did not include a proposition
for fixing the price of beef or increasing
the price of beef; nor, for that matter.
lowering the price of beef. I do not know
how many votes it would have received
on the last proposition, but how many
votes would it have received on a proposi-
tion for fixing the price of beef to make
it more costly for those who have to buy
it; namely, our wives and families?

So the Government has absolutely no
mandate for this. As far as I can recall,
it was not referred to in the policy speech:
it has come completely out of the blue.
That is bad enough: but in addition to
being a price-fixing measure-which one
would not mind, and which would be more
acceptable coming from this side of the
House-it Pt designed to require consumers
-not all the public or all the taxpayers,
but the consumers; and many of them
can least afford it-to subsidise the
growers of beef. I do not see anything
particularly wrong with that if it is done
properly and equitably instead of in this
way.

We have had several experiences in the
last few months of the Government,
instead of saying honestly, "We will
increase the price of electricity and the
price of water", saying, "We will do this
by the back door." Instead of imposing a
tax on people who dare to bank with the
Rural and Industries Bank, the Govern-
ment used the back door method.

Sir Charles Court: Your Mr Dunstan
and Mr fleece were guilty of that.
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Mr BERTRAM: The back door method
adopted by the Government happens to
be a clear but unconventional method of
attacking the public without warning.

Sir Charles Court: Do you think Mr
Dunstan and Mr fleece did the wrong
thing when they imposed similar
Increases?

Mr BERTRAM: I am not worried about
Mr Dunstan. If this measure does not
impose a tax, I do not know what a tax
is. The people will pay more for their
beef than they pay at the moment.

Mr Blaikie: Where does It say that in
the Bill?

Mr BERTRAM: The honourable mem-
ber can read the Bill for himself. The
objective of this proposal is to give to the
producer of beef a greater price for his
product. As I have said, we are not
greatly dismayed about that type of situa-
tion; we are all for some sort of organised
selling procedure for rural industries--
something the Government is not very
enthusiastic about.

We want a system in which the prod-
ucers of beef and other primary products
are Dot in the position of being on the
crest of prosperity one day and down
in the ditch the following day. We do not
want the situation to prevail that when
they are down In the ditch the consumer
must come to their rescue, but when they
are on the crest of prosperity they pocket
the lot.

Sir Charles Court: The good old Labor
opposition to farmers is coming out.

Mr BERTRAM: Actually, I was expect-
ing a little hit of personal abuse for the
fact that I should have the temerity to say
something with which the Premier does
not agree. I was subjected to personal
abuse the other night. That sort of tactic
belongs In the gutter and should remain
there. I do not propose to use it.

This is a taxing measure and it Is a
discriminatory tax. For that reason we
do not like it. If we are to subsidise the
beef growers--and we on this side have
no objection to that-at least let us do it
in the way that we subsidise primary pro-
ducers in other respects, Instead of doing
it in this slapdash manner.

Mr McPharlin: Do you endorse the
measure in principle?

Mr BERTRAM: We would endorse It If
it were done properly and on a perman-
ent basis, but we cannot endorse It with
any great enthusiasm while it is being
done In this fashion.

Mr Young: So you will vote against it?
Mr BERTRAM: I did not say that.
Mr Young: Oh!
Mr BERTRAM: If we wish to do at Job

what objection do members opposite have
to doing it Properly Instead of In a slap-
dash fashion? In this measure the con-

sumer is asked to subsidise the producer
of beef by way of a tax. As an earlier
speaker pointed out, the man In between
will row fat In the process. I suppose
the man who draws a commission from
the abattoirs will find his commission will
Increase. He will not bear any of the bur-
den of subsidising the primary producers.
Then all the other men In between-the
sellers and agents-will find their com-
missions will increase because the Initial
price will be increased by price fixation
in the manner envisaged in this measure.

They will receive the full benefit of the
Increased price structure beneath them.
The consumer Is to pay this tax without
any previous warning. He must subsidise
the farmer; and then because of his gen-
erosity he will be privileged to Pay the
various echelons of men between him and
the fellow who produces the beef.

We are opposed to that, If the Govern-
ment proposes a system which has any-
thing at all to do with socialism, I think
It should be implemented in a proper and
efficient manner; it should not simply duck
in here and fade out somewhere else, or
Introduce this price fixing for six months
and then allow It to disappear. We object
to the manner in which this price fixing
is to be carried out. Nonetheless, this is
a temporary expedient and is something of
a step in the right direction. Therefore.
we will support the Bill, although as I
have already intimated we would like cer-
tain provisions to be amended. For my
part I would certainly like to see clause 3
amended in order that consumers may be
given more reasonable representation on
this price-fixing committee which will Imu-
pose an adverse price upon them.

In conclusion, I hope that In the future
we will cut out this business of calling a
Bill by a certain name when anyone who
has eyes in his head can see that Is not
really what should be the name of the
Bill at all. This is a Bill for the fixing
by law, through a committee, of the price
of beef;, and in addition to that it im-
poses an unexpected, very direct tax upon
the consumers by way of a secretive pro-
cess, and in many cases this taxation will
be imposed upon the consumers least able
to bear the burden of it.

MR BLAIKIE (Vasse) [4.53 p.m.): 1,
too, wish to make some comments on this
Bill. I Join with members of the Oppo-
sition and echo the sentiments they have
expressed. I suppose this Is one of the
rare occasions when the Parliament has
before It a Bill which, In fact, It does not
want. Members of the Opposition have
given reasons why the Bill should not
have been Introduced. 1, too, do not
believe the Bill should have been Intro-
duced. However, I make the point that
the only reason the Measure Is before the
Parliament today Is that the Common-
wealth restrictive trade practices legisla -
tion has made it necessary. It Is here
for no other reason than that.
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Mr H. D. Evans: Without the Federal
Government there would be nothing at
all. What a hollow sham this is.

Sir Charles Court: He is stating the
facts,

Mr BLAIRlE: I1 will give the member
for Warren an explanation. The only
reason this Bill is before us is that the
Commonwealth restrictive trade practices
legislation has made It necessary.

Mr Jamieson: You have said that twice.
Mr BLAISIE: In point of fact, if mem-

bers opposite would care to listen-
Mr Skidmore: I am listening.
Mr BLAIKIE: -I am sure they would

agree they are aware of the great concern
of people in agricultural areas In respect
of the actions of the Federal Government;
and I am sure they would be aware that
the Industry Itself wanted to have a
voluntary reserve plan In which sections
of the industry-and the member f or
Warren would be very much aware of this
-would band together by co-operation
and agreement.

However, the Industry was thwarted at
every attempt. It was not able to get
the plan off the ground. The plan to
establish a beef price scheme could not
be put into effect; and the price has now
collapsed.

Mr H. D. Evans: Because this Govern-
ment would not move and would not give
any lead at all.

Mr BLAflU: The industry wished to
have a voluntary scheme, but It could not
because such a scheme would Infringe the
requirements of the Federal legislation.
So the Industry approached the Govern-
ment with the result that we now have
legislation before us to meet the require-
ments of the Industry, which is in dire
straits. The Bill Proposes to assist that
sector of the industry which produces
meat for home consumption. Only time
will tell whether or not the objective will
be achieved, but at least we are making
a genuine attempt to fulfil the request of
the industry.

Mr H. D. Evans: By the industry, not
the Government.

Mr BL-A iIE: The Government Intro-
duced the Bill.

Mr H. D. Evans: It Is industry legisla-
tion, not Government legislation.

Mr BLAIKIE: When members opposite
talk about the interests of consumers, how
this scheme will place an impost on those
people, that this is in fact price fixation,
and that the consumers will pay for It, I
am goaded to remind them that only 12
months ago a committee appointed by the
Federal Government Proposed to Impose a
levy of l0e a pound on export meat In order
to reduce the price. Let us have a little
Justice for a change.

Mr H. D. Evans: Did It impose the levy?

Mr BLAnCH: The committee was set
up for that purpose.

The measure before us is a terminating
Bill. It will terminate on or before the
30th June, 1975. Members opposite may
argue as much as they like in favour of
the advantages of statutory marketing;
I am yet to be convinced there Is any real
value in It.

I would like to illustrate the example of
the pig industry. I believe the name of
Watsons Foods Pty. Ltd. will be recorded
In the annals of agricultural Industries In
this State for ) providing a tremendous
contribution to the pig industry. For a
number of years that firm was basically
the only operator in the Industry. I have
attended auction sales at which Watsons
was the only buyer operating: and In
spite of that the industry still exists
today. Watsons, gave the Industry every
ounce of benefit it possibly could give.

Mr Skidmore: There were other people
In the same area who helped.

Mr BLAUCIE: Criticism is often directed
against the manufacturing side of an in-
dustry. I am not saying that criticism is
always valid, but I am fully aware of the
situation of the pig Industry. Watsofls was
the only buyer In the market. Often a
pen of pigs would be offered at $32 and the
buyer would say, "I think they are worth
$32.50'; and the producers always received
the benefit of the price the company could
afford to pay, even though It was the only
buyer in the market. The company was
fully aware that if It took down the pro-
ducers within two or three years the
industry would cease to exist.

This was a case of mutual co-operation;
and the more viable the manufacturing
side of the industry became, the more it
helped the producing side.

Mr Taylor: You are 100 per cent right.
Mr BLAIKCE: I would ask the member

for Cockburn to check what I have said.
Mr Taylor: I realise that is the case.
Mr BLAIKIE: This was a voluntary

arrangement in the Industry.
Mr Taylor: The firm of Watsons is in

my electorate.
Mr B3LAIKIE: The company has made

a tremendous contribution to the industry.
Mr Taylor: I agree, but as the member

for Warren pointed out, why do not the
beef producers and the producers of
mutton have the same thing? Why limit
it to one section of industry?

Mr BLAIECIE: It has been said that this
is an Australia-wide situation. I believe,
as the member for Warren said, that we
may get meat imports from the Eastern
States although, of course, this would de-
pend on the price prevailing in this State
at the time. But with any other marketing
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board, under total and absolute statutory
control, producers could still avoid that
situation.

As the member for Warren Is fully
aware, we have statutory control of pota-
toes and whenever the price of potatoes
in this State is In excess of $40 a ton of
the price being asked in the Eastern States,
their potatoes flood our market and bring
us back into gear, The same applies with
the Lamb Marketing Board; even though
under this board certain-kudos have been
claimed, It Is still subjected to the price
offering in the Eastern States. In fact,
last year, we imported Eastern States
lamb.

We have a real problem facing us. Do
not let it be said that statutory marketing
is the be-all and end-all of the producers'
problems. I would challenge that con-
tention and I would like to see it justified.

Mr H. D. Evans: Are you happy with
the present situation?

Mr BLAIKIE: I am not happy with the
situation, nor is anybody else In Australia.
In fact, I moved a motion in this House
only a fortnight ago relating to the meat
industry in this country.

Mr H. D. Evans: Are you going on with
that motion?

Mr BLAIKIE: The Government has
given an indication that it Is prepared to
direct the Meat Industry Advisory Comn-
mittee to undertake an Inquiry into the
industry. The committee will be given cer-
tain facets of the industry to examine, one
of which will be the important aspect of
the organisation of marketing.

Mr H. D, Evans: Will you go on with
your motion?

Mr BLAIKIE: The inquiry will cover
many aspects, such as meat classification,
the organisation of meat Inspection, the
distribution systems and costs at the do-
mestic market level, livestock production
potential and abattoir and other process-
ing needs. On top of that, the committee
will be directed to investigate other areas
which may be appropriate from time to
time.

Mr H. D. Evans: Is the Premier going to
allow you to go on with your motion?

The SPEAKER: I think the member for
Warren has made his point.

Mr BLAIKIE: I was almost going to ask
him what he said, Mr Speaker. The Gov-
ernment has Indicated clearly that it is
prepared to direct this committee to carry
out an investigation of the industry. The
members of this committee are widely
representative of the industry and are
experts In the facets of the industry which
they represent.

One of the major problems in establish-
Ing a parliamentary committee of inquiry
is the length of time which elapses before

the conunittee is able to bring its report
before the House. I do not believe the
Select Committee I proposed could possibly
have completed Its report before the end
of April, 1975; it could well have taken
until May of next year, or even later,
because such a wide-ranging report Is re-
quired. I am quite pleased to see that at
least the Government has taken the initia-
tive.

Mr H. D. Evans: The Goverrnent has
referred the matter to a government de-
partmnent. You have not done a thing.

Mr BLAIKIE: The Government has
taken and retained the initiative; I am
quite happy with the proposal to direct
this committee to inquire Into aspects of
the meat industry. Prodided the commit-
tee was given the charge to get oiff the
round and get moving, it is possible that

we may see an interim report in the bands
of the Government within six to eight
weeks and a further report back to the
Minister and Parliament when it reas-
sembles next year.

I have explored the Bill as far as I am
able: I am not happy with the measure but
I believe it is a necessary Piece of legisla-
tion. The industry had no alternative but
to request the Government to introduce
such legislation in order to obviate the
very restrictive nature of Commonwealth
legislation. For those reasons, I support
the Bill.

MR JAMIESON (Welshpool-Deputy
Leader of the Opposition) (5.07 p.m.]:
From the chit-chat which has gone on
across the chamber, I do not really under-
stand why this legislation is before the
House; that has not been completely sorted
out. However, the Government must ac-
cept responsibility and I compliment it
for having done so. Sooner or later we
must come down to my basic philosophy
regarding industry, particularly primary
production; namely, that nobody shall work
and slave in the fields or wherever they
might be and not receive an adequate re-
turn for his labour.

We see this happening so often in prim-
ary industries because inherent in the
attitude of members opposite Is that if
we introduce legislation that Is liable to
give these people a reasonable, regulated
market there will be the threat of red
hordes pouring down from the north and
cowing up the beach at Cottesloe. I am
sure You would not allow this, Mr Speaker,
as Cottesloe is in your electorate.

The SPEAKER: It would be very disturb-
ing.

Mr JAMIESON: This has been the atti-
tude adopted by members opposite to all
sorts of legislation which would have pro-
vided benefits to these people. Of course.
there is no-one who repeats this more often
than the Deputy Premier. However, I think
the red hordes must have crept in during
the night and spoken to him, and crept
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out again without his reallaing they had
been there; that has reduced him to the
stage where he has gone along with a
rather mild step towards socialism. Never-
theless, the Deputy Premier's attitude on
nearly every question is, "Let prices look
after themselves In a free enterprise market
where the forces of supply and demand
operate",

Mr MePharlin: What do the red hordes
have to do with this?

Mr JAMI2ESON: I do not know; all I
know Is that the Deputy Premier talks
about the red hordes on every possible oc-
casion. I remember when he was in op-
position he continually used to talk about
the creeping hordes, or whatever the ex-
pression was.

Mr Hartrey: The creeping hordes of
socialism and the hoarding creeps of
capitalism.

Mr JAMIESON: Until we reach the
stage where people In primary Industry
have a properly regulated market, this
industry 'will suffer the dramatic ups and
downs we have seen affect It In the past;
in fact, primary industry is more prone
to such market variations than are other
industries, because to a great extent it is
dependent upon providence for its pro-
duction. Sometimes there is available
all the produce in the world and then a
drought hits and things become scarce.
As far as it goes, this legislation is a,
clumsy step towards regulated marketing;
nevertheless, it is a step.

B~ut what happens if, for instance, more
cattle are put up for sale in any one week
than the price-fixing arrangement can
accommodate? If a farmer wants to get
rid of his stock, but cannot find a buyer,
he must hold on. He will be told, "We
cannot sell the stock because there is no-
where for it to go." If there were in-
stances of additional production it would
be useful to have a body like the Aus-
tralian Wool Commission to pick up the
excess or in some way cope on behalf of
the producers; this would benefit the
people the legislation was designed to
benefit.

The legislation is only a halfhearted
attempt to solve the problem; it does not
go far enough. As the member for War-
ren mentioned, the person likely to suffer
in a situation of overproduction would be
the farmer who does not owe the stock
firms anything. It is possible that he
would be the one whose cattle would not
be sold; he would be left holding them.

I suppose it could be said that if any-
one is in a position to carry excess stock.
it would be the fanner who does not owe
money to the stock firms. But he is
not in business to hang on to his stock;
he produces cattle for sale. I believe some
method should be arrived at whereby we
could take care of these people.

I suppose one way to solve the prob-
lem would be to introduce a quota sys-
tem: however, the mnere mention of the

word "Quota" is enough to send rural
representatives in this House racing for
cover. They do not like quotas being
imposed on wheat production or for that
matter, on any other form of production.
But the cold hard fact is that if we are
to cope with the situation, we should
endeavour to estimate required levels of
production. Surely rural production,
more than any other type of production,
is able to be estimated.

We could establish the requirements of
the State's population, whether it be In
cabbages, lettuces, beef or whatever and
tailor production accordingly. Any excess
production could be exported, and if
export is not possible, there should be
some way of holding prices until the
situation eases.

When I was younger and less know-
ledgeable about political affairs, I used
to wonder at the farmers and other people
in rural pursuits who brought their pro-
duce to the market and sold it for less
than the value of the case in which It
was packed. Surely those days have gone;
if they have not, we are slow learners
and will continue to be until we reach
a stage where we can guarantee these
people a decent return for their labours.
It is not justice that they do not get
an adequate return for their work.

There again, we must look at the other
side of the picture and consider the argu-
ments put forward by opponents to the
guaranteed price proposals. I suggest
that the Minister directs the committee
to examine this matter. I would like to
see a continuing investigation into this
industry and I believe the Meat Industry
Employees' Union should definitely have
some representation on the committee; it
has a vested Interest, as much as the
farmers who live on the land.

If a representative of this union were on
this body, 'we might experience less
trouble. I do not know; primary pro-
ducers are a funny group of people. As
the member for Swan sald, there would
have been more trouble in this union
than in other unions. They work in
blood and guts and they are the types
who shout for blood and guts whenever
they get -upset, Of course. it is a very
hard industry, and it involves work not
many of us would like to undertake. It
is a messy industry and one about which
these people very often become excited;,
probably, people in other industries, par-
ticularly at management level, do not
fully understand their problems.

if there Is a spokesman on the various
committees that are established we would
go a long way to solving the Problems. The
committee proposed In the Bill is lower
in status in Comparison with a board of
management; nevertheless the proposed
members have a vested interest.

I do not want to be chided for needles
repetition, but I have said I would like to
see Orderly marketing of rural produce
applied throughout Australia, particularly
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in Western Australia. We should set a goal
to enable rural producers to obtain stab-
ilised prices for their produce, so that they
will be able to balance their budgets.
From year to Year they will then know
what Income they will receive. To have
their income fluctuating from a too high
or too low level Is not satisfactory to
anyone.

This is where a trade unionist has an
advantage over a rural Producer. At least
the trade unionist knows what Income he
is receiving per week, but the farmer does
not know from year to year what income
he will receive. We should 'work out a
method to ensure that prices for rural
produce are stabilised.

]In my view the Bill moves a little in
the direction I have outlined, but It does
not move as fast as we would like it to
move. Of course, we cannot expect people,
who are anti-socialist and anti-orderly
marketing in their views, to sponsor moves
in the directions I have mentioned.

At one time I added up the steps taken
by the Brand Government to introduce
what I considered to be socialistic meas-
ures. I was surprised at the number, and
I wondered at the time whether I was on
the right side of the House. Those moves
embraced assistance to enterprises which
were in difficulty, and they were supported
by the money of the taxpayers. It was
necessary to keep those Industries on an
even footing and operating for the benefit
of the State. I have not criticised the
Brand Government for doing that.

Invariably Labor Governments are not
able to put through socialistic legislation.
If we as a Government attempted to get
a measure like the one before us through
this Parliament I am sure the members in
another place would reject it without giv-
ing It much consideration.

I wish the minister for Agriculture well,
and that the passage of the Bill will not
be delayed. I hope it will not be debated
in another place for three hours, as one
measure--which was debated for 10 min-
utes in this House-was debated there for
that length of time. I wish the Minister
for Agriculture well in his efforts to get
this Bill passed.

MR WATT (Albany) [5.18 p.m.]: I would
like to make a brief contribution to the
debate on the Bill, mainly to raise a par-
ticular problem which will affect country
abattoirs. Once this Bill becomes operative
the buyers of meat will be buying at the
minimum price. Because the rates are re-
viewed from time to time, the buyers will
not be able to Pay below the minimum
that has been determined.

There is one abattoir company in Albany
which buys beef for the trade, and it
sells about 80 Per cent of the trade kill
to the metropolitan area. This creates aL
problem to the company: I refer to the
cost of freight. In order that its Prices
may be competitive it cannot sell at the

same rate as the abattoirs in the metro-
politan area. The abattoir company in
Albany loses something Like 3c per kilo In
consigning beef to Perth. This represents
an extra cost in excess of $2 000 a. week.

If this abattoir company cannot compete
then the probable and logical solution is
for it to kill less. if it does reduce the
kill so as to cater for the local trade
only, then 10 to 15 of the employees will
lose their jobs. Furthermore, If the
abattoir reduces its kill it will be burns
less from the farmers. In that event the
farmers of the region would be compelled
to send their stock to metropolitan abat-
toirs or markets, and they would be com-
pelled to absorb the freight of 3c per
kilo.

This problem confronts all country
abattoirs; and the further from the met-
ropolitan area that an abattoir is estab-
fished, the greater the problem. I am
raising this matter briefly to ask the Min-
ister to put this query before the committee
when it is set up. to ascertain whether or
not some form of relief or assistance can
be given.

I believe that some abattoirs will be
disadvantaged. I would not like to see the
Jobs of some of the slauglflermen in my
town being Placed in jeopardy. I would
ask the Minister to examine ways to bring
about a solution to the problem. Other
than that, I give my qualified support to
the measure.

MR MePIJARLIN (Mt. Marshall-Min-
ister for Agriculture) [5.21 p.m.): I would
like to express my thanks to members who
have spoken to the measure before the
House, and indicated their support of It
even though some of them offered critic-
Isms.

One does not claim that this is perfect
legislation. There Is a requirement for the
Industry and the Giovernment to bring in
the Bill, because of a restriction In the
Commonwealth law. I refer to the Restric-
tive Trades Practices Act which has made
it necessary for us to introduce the mea-
sure.

The industry did want to operate the
system on a voluntary basis. Its repre-
sentatives got together and endeavoured
to work out a system. However, legal ad-
vice indicated such a system could not be
operated on a voluntary basis, and that it
was necessary to Introduce legislation to
enable power to be given to the authority
to operate, as envisaged in the Bill. That
is the reason the Bill is before us. The
industry has asked the Government to
bring it forward.

In the debate a number of points were
raised, and I shall deal with them as
quickly as I can. The member for Warren
levelled some criticisms at what he de-
scribed as the floundering industry, and
he suggested that the proposed authority
should be established on a Permanent
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basis, and thus give the meat industry the
statutory power. This proposal was en-
visaged when the honourable member was
Minister for Agriculture, but no great pro-
gress was made to implement it.

Mr H. D. Evans: We set up an advisory
committee as I intimated, and this de-
pended on the progress made by the Lamb
Marketing Board.

Mr MoPHARLIN: T"he honourable Mem-
ber, as Minister for Agriculture, did not
introduce legislation to give the proposed
committee statutory power; so, on that
score the honourable member cannot
criticise the Government.

The oversupply of meat has been men-
tioned by a number of speakers, During
the last few years the beef Industry re-
sponded to a tremendous overseas de-
mand. In this respect I refer to some
figures which indicate the extent to which
the Industry responded.

In 1965 the beef Production of this State
was 54 600 tons, but in the 1973-74 period
production increased to 93 000 tons. over
that period no-one could give a clear
Indication to the industry that the bot-
tom would drop out of the beef market.
The best available advice at the time did
not give that Indication. For that reason.
the industry was geared to produce the
demands of the overseas markets.

Mr Skidmore: There were export re-
strictions.

Mr McPHARLIN: The producers were
not advised that would happen. The
figures given by the member for Warren
on the decline in the price of baby beef
are fairly accurate. Over the last few
months the price on the home market de-
creased considerably. According to my
figures In June, 1974, the price of baby
beef was B0.7c per kilo, but in November-
that is the present month-the price drop-
ped to 43.5c per kilo. I understand that the
present figure is lower than that. That
indicates the seriousness of the decline in
the price.

Representatives of the industry, the pro-
ducers, the abattoirs, the Meat and Allied
Trades Federation, and the stock firms
have got together; they have agreed to
co-operate to the best of their ability In
order to ensure that the proposal set out
in the Bill will work to the advantage of
all concerned.

Mr Skidmore: What is the Present price
of baby beef?

Mr McPHARLIN: It is 43.5c per kilo.
but that might not be the latest figure.

Mr Skidmore: That is higher than the
figure I have obtained.

Mr McFHARLIN: The Bill is to be self-
terminating, and It will not operate beyond
June of next year. In the Interim investi-
gations are being cardied out on the
national level, and requests have been put

forward by the cattlemen's association. We
are looking into various types of schemes
which might be of benefit to the Industry.

I understand the Federal Minister for
Agriculture is very interested In setting
up some scheme, and if any proposal Is
put forward we will examine it closely. We
hope that any scheme that is devised and
adopted will replace what we have before
us at the present time. We are waiting
to see what comes out of the discussions
at the national level.

The member for Warren made some
points about systems of marketing. I know
this aspect has also been discussed at the
national level. The honourable member
mentioned selling through co-operative or-
ganisations. One problem is the excess in
the number of cattle being sent to market,
but I em sure this aspect will be overcome
because the members who are to comprise
the committee mentioned in the Bill have
been engaged in this trade all their lives.
The problems which have been mentioned
by members participating in the debate
are the very ones which the committee
will be tackling. Through the co-operation
of the stock firms and the trade It is
hoped to keep the market supplied, with-
out causing any problem of oversupply.

The grading of beef is another problem,
In this respect the problem can be solved
by co-operation. There are very experienced
mnen in the Industry, and they are well
qualified to tackle the problem of grading.
Again there is need for co-operation from
all parties to make the scheme work.

Mr Skidmore: If the committee is not
given the power to control the buyer how
will the buyer be controlled?

Mr McPHARLIN: The committee has a
responsibility to set a minimum price. It
wlU be illegal for anyone to sell below that
price. The Bill provides for a penalty to
be imposed on anyone selling below the
price that has been determined. That Is in
the Bill; that they must not sell below
that price. The price is not fixed for any
period of time. The committee will be
given the authority to vary the price from
time to time.

I am aware that no-one can be forced
to buy. However, the trade wiUl be repre-
sented an the committee and the trade will
be aware of what is required. Having a
representative on the committee it will have
a say on what It is prepared to pay.

Mr Hf. D. Evans: What they feel the
consumer will pay.

Mr McPHARLIN: That will be part of
the business and I should not imagine the
trade will fix a price which will be pro-
hibitive to the consumers. I believe the
price will be reasonable because if it is
too high the product will not be sold.

Mr H. D. Evens: Cheap meat will be
purchased from the Eastern States.

3960 ASSEMBLY.)



t'Thursday, 28 November, 1974) 96

Mr McPHARLIN: The member for War-
ren states that cheap meat will be pur-
chased from the Eastern States, However,
before the meat can be sold on the market
It will have to be channelled through the
trade, which Is represented on the Com-
mittee. I imagine the trade will have some-
thing to say about Imports. it will be the
responsibility of the committee to ensure
that meat is not channelled through any
outlet other than the trade.

The member for Warren also mentioned
other marketing schemes and I think he
made the point when he mentioned pota-
toes. The products he mentioned are mainly
for the home market and, of course, It is
possible to exert far more control. How-
ever, the export market price cannot be
controlled.

Mr H. D. Evans: Sugar and wheat were
not affected.

Mr McPHARLIN;. Export markets can-
not be controlled, and this Is one of the
problems of the beef Industry.

Mr H. D. Evans: The effect could be
cushioned, as was done with wheat and
sugar.

Mr McPHARLIN: Wheat Is subject to
an international agreement, and the sig-
natories to that agreement keep the indus-
try in Its buoyant condition. The member
for Warren mentioned the Midland Junc-
tion abattoir, and the action taken during
the term of the previous Government. I
remind the honourable member that dur-
ing the term of the former Government
there was an Opposition majority In' an-
other place so I think some credit must be
given to the members on the Opposition
side in another place, at that time, when
they agreed to the proposals. So it Is not
entirely correct for all the credit to be
taken by the former Government.

Mr H. D. Evans: I was referring to the
Initiative shown.

Mr MaPHARLIN: There was some crit-
icism that legislation covering marketing
schemes for primary products has not been
Introduced other than by the Labor Party.
I would remind the House about the diffi-
culties associated with the wool industry a
few years ago when the Australian Wool
Commission, under a coalition Govern-
ment. bought large quantities of wool. On
that occasion extreme and severe criticism
was levelled at the Government of the day
about spending the taxpayers' money.
However, the Wool Commission was able
to sell that wool at a profit of $37 million.
The opposition which was then attacking
the Government has completely somer-
saulted and changed its attitude. It Is do-
ing the same thing for which the previous
Government was criticised.

The member for Swan criticised the Bill
because we were not able to assist the ex-
port market. The figures which I have
regarding this proposal illustrate the Per-
centage of the trade which this legislation

will assist. The figures show the vaue of
domestic beef In Western Australia. Dur-
ing 1973-74 the value of the beef-the
member for Swan Is not listening so per-
haps I should stand in silence until he Is
prepared to listen.

The SPEAKER: I think the honourable
member should proceed.

Mr MOPHARLIN: As I was saying, the
member for Swan criticised the Govern-
ment for not looking at the export side of
the industry. I have some figures regard-
ig domestic beef and veal produced In
this State during 1973-74. The production
was to the value of $53 million.

The domestic production of beef and
veal over that period represented 63 per
cent of the total meat production. There-
fore, we are endeavouring to help 63 per
cent of the trade.

Mr Skidnmore., The Minister has missed
the point. I suggested we should look at
the question of stabilization, and not so
much this particular question.

Mr McPHARLIN: The honourable mem-
ber criticised the Government for not look-
ing at the export trade. This measure
may not help the meat industry, overall.
I only hope it will have some effect in that
direction, but this measure is of a tempor-
ary nature and It is aimed at assisting the
home market, and 63 per cent of the trade.
We are hoping and waiting for Federal
measures which may Improve the situation
on a national basis.

There was some comment about the costs
faced by butehers and the trade. A mar-
gin has to be made right through from the
time the animal Is slaughtered until It Is
sold on the retail market. Costs Involve
freezing, transport, delivery, cutting, hang-
Ing, and wages. We are aware that casts
are involved right through the process but
those costs have to be catered for. Critic-
Ism has been levelled at the margin of
Profit charged by the butchers. This is
an aspect which the committee should
cover.

Mr Skidmore: Excess profits are being
made.

Mr McPHARLIN: I would prefer the
member for Swan to produce some con-
crete evidence on this matter because 'we
so often hear about these excess profits.
Whether his claimr is true, to the extent he
Indicates, I do not know.

M1r Skidmnore: The Profit margin is
something like 85 per cent.

Mr H. D). Evans:- This is something
which the Select Committee Proposed by
the member for Vasse could have Investi-
gated.

Mr McPRARLEN: If the member for
Swan Can Produce some figures we would
have something to look into,

The member for Mt. Hawthorn said that
the proposed committee would be a form
of tax. I cannot quite understand how he
can claim that it will be a form of tax.
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The purpose of the Bill is to set a mini-
mum price which Will be varied by the
committee from time to time.

Mr J. T, Tonkin: Will it not result in
increased prices to the consumers?

Mr McPHARLI: Will It? I do not
know. It may not. Again, if the price is
too high the consumer will not buy the
product. This is something which we will
wait to see.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: I will tell the Min-
ister for Agriculture that that is what will
happen.

Mr McPHAULIN: The Leader of the
Opposition may be right but we will have
to wait and watch to see what will hap-
pen.

The member for Vasse. in his brief com-
ments, referred to what I have already
said. The formation of the committee is
the result of the provisions of the trade
practices legislation, and that is the rea-
son for the presentation of this legislation
to the House. That is factual, and that is
why we are now debating this matter.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition, on
one of the rare occasions he has compli-
mented the Government, also made some
scathing remarks about "red hordes" or
words to that effect. I do not know how
he is able to relate red hordes to this
legislation. However, that is his philoso-
phy and I suppose he has a right to say
that sort of thing. He also asked why we
could not have this type of legislation on
a national scale similar to what applies
with regard to the Australian Wool Com-
mission, where the commission purchases
wool which is for sale under a certain price.
I think the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion would realise that the purchase of
wool is occurring on a national basis and
a tremendous sum of money Is supplied at
the Federal level. The State would not
have that sort of money available to pur-
chase vast quantities of any product. That
point has to be realised.

The member for Albany mentioned the
extra freight costs involved. Again, I
think this will be taken Into account by
the committee, and points such as this will
be examined.

I appreciate the support given to this
measure. A lot more could be said on this
subject. I have received telegrams from
various parts of the country in respect of
the Bill and requests that it be proceeded
with as quickly as Possible. It has received
enthusiastic approval and, with those
remarks, I commend the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

in Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr

Thompson) in the Chair; Mr McPharlln
(Minister for Agriculture) in charge of the
Bill.

Clauses 1 to 4 put end passed.
Cla use 5: Members-
Mr SKIDMORE: I have already indi-

cated that I would examine this claus
with a view to moving an amendment. The
Minister has Indicated that the committe
will comprise representatives of various
bodies including retail and wholesale
butchers. However, the proposed commit-
tee does not include representatives of the
consumers or the unions and for that
reason we would like to see the Bill
amended.

The question of what happened to the
animals once they reached the abattoir
intrigued me. It appears the animals are
purchased at auction, or privately, by
licensed operators who have killing licenses
issued by the board, The operators then
become the owners, and that is where the
fault lies. Very early in the process the
producer loses all interest; he receives the
minimum price.

Many other facets of the industry are
controlled to ensure stability, Once an
animal has been purchased at the mini-
mum price it is rested for 24 hours to
Improve the quality of the meat. The
buyer nominates the time for the kill and
he also nominates what will happen to the
hide and offal, and whether the animal is
for the local market or for export. The
animal is then killed, dressed, washed,
Inspected, weighed, and Placed into a
chiller. That is what happens.

One may feel this Is a fairly easy
analysis of cost structure, but I1 have had
to accept the figures given me by the
manager of the abattoirs. He Is in a
responsible position, and I feel he would
not want to mislead Parliament. After
three days in the chiller, the animal is
quartered and then delivered to the meat
delivery section to go to the wholesale
butcher or the retail shop. The figures 1
will give are related to a baby beef steer
of approximately 300 lb. weight. The
average abattoir cost of the steer is $13.50
a head; approximately 5c a pound. I am
oversimplifying this because I do not wish
to get bogged down with figures. Whole-
sale butchers have confirmed that this is
about right. The buyer of the cattle can
recover $2.50 for offal, depending on the
market price. Unfortunately, as we all
know, the hide is virtually unsalable at
the present time. I will now refer to the
wholesale butcher as the buyer, and he can
offset the $2.50 against the cost of the
steer. I have leaned over backwards to
equate my figures to give the greatest
benefit to the purchaser and the wholesale
buyer.

A statistical analysis of the figures for
1969 to 1973 is given in the Western Aus-
tralian Year Book. These relate to beef
without bone, rump. T-bone, and chuck
steak, and silverside and brisket. I will
quote the average price per pound. The
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statistician has used figures for brisket up
to top quality beef. The figures are as
follows-

Average price per pound
1969 ... ... 66c
1970 ... .... 'J0e
19'l1 75C.Th
1972 .... .. 7c
1973 .... .... 88c
1974 .... -... Ole

The 1974 figure was at a peak In June.
After that the market tumbled and the
result will be reflected in the figures I will
give later.

I will give the price received by the
producer for these years. In 1972 the
producer received 37c a pound of a
retail price of 77c. In 1973 the pro-
ducer received 45c a pound, an increase
of 8c on the previous year. A remarkable
thing happened in 1974, and my remarks
will demonstrate that the retailer is hold-
ing the consumer to ransom. This year
the retail price was 91e, but the price paid
to the producer was reduced by 3e to 42c
a pound. In other words, the profit to
the retailer was Increased by 6c a pound.
That Is not bad.

Mr Stephens: Have you analysed the
additional costs such as variations in
wages?

Mr SKIDMORE: I will come to that. I
will refer to salaries and other increased
costs when I develop my argument later
on. The analysis reveals that the pro-
ducer received 26c a pound earlier this
year, and of course this has gone down
more recently. The cost of slaughtering is
Se a pound, so the meat goes to the retail
butcher at 31c a pound. For the purpose
of my argument I1 have ignored the price
obtained for the offal.

I now turn to consider the retail butcher.
We know that some people are manipulat-
ing the retail market in the industry.
Certain companies have their own
abattoirs and operate as wholesale and
retail butchers.

The CHAIRMAN: The honourable
member has three minutes.

Mr SKIDMORE: Some are having two
cuts of the cake. The retail butcher pays
35a a Pound but we must consider the
wastage factor. Of course, we cannot eat
bones, but some bones go for the manu-
facture of bonemeal although the price
received is very low. In cutting up the
beef the wastage accounts for 33 to 35
per cent of the animal, depending on
whether the beef is lean or fatty. I
obtained these figures from a meat whole-
saler and they were given to me without
any hedging. We will add a third of the
35c, 12c, for the retail butcher. Members
will again see my figures are ic or 2c in
favour of the butcher. The actual figure
should be 11.6c.

The price of boned-out cut-up beef is
47c a pound for meat which is sold to the

consumer for Dic a paund. So the mark-
up to the retail butcher is 44c a pound-
almost 100 per cent.

The CHAIRMAN., I point out to the
member that he foreshadowed an amend-
ment. He now has only one minute left,
and the amendment has not been moved.

Mr. SKIDMORE: Thank you, Sir. When
one looks at the position today, one finds
that the situation has deteriorated fu~r-
ther. The retail butcher still has a very
high Profit margin. I move an amend-
ment-

Page 2. line 16-Delete the word
"seven' with a view to substituting the
word "nine".

Mr McPHARLI: I did have prior
notice of the amendment, but I indicate
now that I do not intend to accept it. I
do not want to upset the Opposition, nor
do I want to defer the debate.

The Purpose of the amendment is, to
extend the membership of the committee
by two persona, one to be nominated from
the Consumer Protection Bureau and the
other one nominated from a Panel of
names submitted to the Minister from the
Meat Industry Employees' Union. Pro-
vision is made already for the Comm is-
sioner for Consumer Protection or his
deputy to sit on this committee. He will
represent the consumers. I believe that is
a fair representation.

Mr A. ft. Tonkin: Out of how many?
Mr Bertram: Six.
Mr A. R,. Tonkin: How many Producers?
Mr McPHARLIN: The commissioner will

represent the consumers. I do not believe
there Is any point in enlarging the size of
the committee. It will have seven members.

Mr Bertram:, Six.
Mr McPHARLIN: It was Planned to

have six members on the committee,
but It Is now seven. The committee
is large enough, and I see no point In
enlarging it further.

Mr A. ft. Tonkin: Can you answer a
question?

Mr MePHARLIN: This is not to be a
permanent committee. The present inten-
tion is that the legislation will terminate
at the 30th June, 1975.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: You have not
answered my question.

Mr McPHARLIN: Flor these reasons I
do not feel the size of the committee
should be enlarged. What Is the question?

Mr A. Rt. Tonkin: I want to know why
you consider this committee should not
be enlarged when another place recently
discussed legislation to increase the mem-
bership of the council of teacher training
institutions.

Mr McPHARLIN: That is a council of
some permanency whereas the one we are
discussing Is temporary. There is a Meat
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Industry Employees' Union representative When one considers the scandalous
ofl tile advisory committee, although I
know that is not the committee we are
discussing. I am not prepared to accept
the amendment.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The attitude taken
by the Minister is, to say the least, repre-
hensible.

Mr May: It is consistent though.
Mr H. D. EVANS: The size of the com-

mittee was used as an excuse to reject the
proposition put forward by the member for
Swan. It is not a valid reason for such
action, and the argument does not hold
water. It is to the shame of the Govern-
ment that the committee will be tempor-
ary; we should be looking for some perm-
anent authority.

Mr MePharlin: We are; I told you that.

Mr H. D. EVANS: This is a political
wave of the flag. The industry is in utter
chaos. If the commnittee is to be taken
seriously. it needs full representation and
permanence. The home market repre-
sents something like 60 per cent of the
meat produced in the State, and in a $65
million a year industry, that is approxi-
mately $40 million. The committee will
be dealing with something in the order of
$40 million per annum, and even in the
six-months term of its operation this is a
considerable sum of money. The matter
should be viewed in the widest represen-
tative sense.

The Commissioner for Consumer Pro-
tection is not close to the consuming
public; he is more or less a civil servant
and Is divorced In his attitude from
matters pertaining to the Consumer Pro-
tection Association which the member for
Swan has nominated.

Mr McPharlin: He has an association to
report to.

Mr H. fl. EVANS: The co-operation
sought by this committee will not be
achieved if the consumers are not happy
about it, and the fermentation that will
arise as a result of this will be deleterious
to the operation of the committee. The
consumers should be considered.

The move of the member for Swan to
Include a member of the meat industry
union is also a good one. They have been
valuable to the meat industry committee.
The Minister is being consistently unco-
operative without any logical basis.

Mr SKIDMORE: I rise again because
the Minister has given the impression that
the committee should remain at seven and
in doing so I feel he is denying the remarks
he made during his second reading speech,
when he talked about all sections of the
industry being represented on the commit-
tee. The Minister implied that this was a
total industry and that being so surely he
should consider what we are trying to
achieve.

Profit made by retail butchers to the detri-
ment of producers there is certainly need
to protect not only the consumer but the
Producer also. I suggest It is essential to
have on this committee a representative
from the Meat Industry Employees' Union
and one from the Consumer Protection
Association. These people will provide the
necessary expertise in an area which
does not exist on the committee at the
moment.

I agree with the member for Warren
that the Commissioner for Consumer Pro-
tection is more or less an administrative
officer. I do not wish to denigrate him
because I know he has done an excellent
job, but theme is a very real need to appoint
to the committee somebody like the Sec-
retary of the Meat Industry Employees'
Union; a man who has been born and bred
in the Industry and knows its trials and
tribulations. Who would do a better job
than a representative of the Consumer
Protection Association so far as the pur-
chasing side of meat is concerned? I con-
demn the excessive write-ups of profit the
retail butchers make. None of them Is
getting out of the business; they are ex-
panding and getting rich at the expense
of the consumers. We are being robbed
because they are making profits of 80 to
90 per cent in excess of what they should.
If these figures are wrong then the retail
butchers' own figures are wrong because
I obtained them from the retail trade.

This is to be only a temporary commit-
tee and I cannot see why the Minister will
not accept the representation I have
suggested. These people will help
strengthen the existing proposition the
Government has put forward.

I think the Mlinister should have an-
other look to see whether or not my
suggestion will bring some stability to the
industry as a whole: instead of giving
stability only to the bottom end of it. I
cannot see how this stability will be
achieved when we ignore the consumer
section which could prove to be a very
troublesome one so far as the meat Indus-
try is concerned.

Mr BERTRAM: There appears to be a
slip in this Bill on the part of the Govern-
ment, because as we are all aware the
measure Is designed to assist the beef pro-
ducers; If It Is not I do not know who it Is
primarily designed to assist.

While we think it is probably a good
Idea to have two persons appointed by the
Minister to represent the beef industry
there seems to be a slip on the part of the
Government in making this Provision.
Here we have a Bill which concerns the
price of beef. It also concerns beef pro-
ducers and we find two Producers are to
be appointed to the committee.

What seems only a few hours ago we
were discussing the appointment of an-
other committee and the Premier was able
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to point out that It was nonsense to have
on that committee a representative of
pensioners even though the purpose of the
committee was to consider the benefits
which would flow to pensioners. The
Premier suggested we could not have a
Pensioner on the committee because that
would be embarrassing. He gave reasons
for his stand, but of course these were not
worth tuppence. In spite of his stand on
the committee to which I have just re-
ferred we find that somebody with prac-
tical interests is being appointed to the
icensing Court which to my mind appears

to constitute another slip on the part of
the Government.

I hope In the interests of consistency and
fair Play the Government will not only do
the rigp~t thing but will be seen to do the
right thing: that it should reconsider its
views concerning representation on the
pensioners' inquiry because at the moment
there Is not one persioner voice on that
committee.

Mr MOILER:; I support the amend-
ment. The Minister's intentions indicate
the double standard to which we have be-
come accustomed. Two producers are to
be appointed to the committee of seven
which Is to be set up by this Hill. I assume
the committee is being established for the
benefit of the beef Industry. But who will
foot the bill? It will be the consumer, and
there Is no doubt that beef will cost more
to the consumer; it is he who will foot
the bill for the beef industry.

This being so, surely the consumer has a
right to be represented on the committee?
By way of taxes and other methods con-
sumers are contributing towards the meat
industry generally, Particularly when one
considers the massive amounts that have
been Paid into the State abattoirs-many
hundreds of thousands of dollars have
been Paid in to offset the losses of the
State abattoirs. This was done to keep
killing charges low.

Hlere we find another area in which the
consumer will be contributing excessively
towards maintaining the beef industry at a
time when the consumer should expect
lower Prices because of the glut that exists
at the moment. However the consumer will
no doubt be required to pay what he is
Paying at the moment even though there
may be a bigger glut of meat in the future,

Mr Stephens: On that reasoning when
there Is unemployment we should cut
wages.

Mr MOILER: So rather than pay less--
as the consumer would naturally antici-
pate because of the glut of meat on the
market-he would probably be expected
to pay more for his meat. If this commit-
tee is being established for the benefit of
the industry surely there should be repre-
sented on it the group which supports the
Industry.

If the Minister continues in his dog-
matic attitude I believe the consumers will

be entitled to resort to blacklisting the
purchase of beef and, as a result, the in-
dustry will be much worse off.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr SKIDMORE: Again I seek support
for my amendment on the ground that the
Minister has failed to understand its sig-
nificance. We have no Quarrel whatsoever
with the seven representatives who shall
be appointed to this committee, because
we consider they wml bring to the
committee knowledge and expertise
from all sections of the industry. It can
be seen that one member shall represent
the Meat and Allied Trades Federation,
another the Western Australian Livestock
Salesmen's Association, and there will be
a representative of the proprietors of abat-
toirs in the Private sector and a Person
who holds the office of Commissioner for
Consumer Protection.

I repeat it is most desirable that all
those representatives should be appointed
to the committee but, on the other hand.
I consider that a person nominated from
the Consumer Protection Association and
another selected by the Minister from a
panel of three names submitted by the
Meat Industry Employees' Union would
give the industry greater balance. In
essence we say that the trade would be
directly represented if the committee had
appointed to it a person representing the
Meat Industry Employees' Union, many
members of which are employed at the
abattoirs. This is emphasised all the
more when it Is noticed that the commit-
tee is composed of only one direct repre-
sentative of the trade In the Person who
is to represent the Meat and Allied Trades
Federation. With these two additional
members appointed to the committee it
would be able to view all matters brought
before it In a befitting manner.

I am not unmindful of the fact that the
Minister has said this is only a temporary
committee but subsequent amendments
will indicate we are seeking its continu-
ance. So I find the Minister's attitude
quite unrealistic in failing to recognise
that more benefits and more expertise
would be conferred upon the committee in
order that it could carry out its work in a
competent manner If two additional mem-
bers, as set down in my amendment, were
appointed. I feel my amendment would
give a great deal more credence to the
responsibilities of the committee and per-
mit it to act in a manner that the CGoy-
erment is hoping it will do.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 6 to 8 put and passed.
Clause 9: Termination of Act-
Mr H. D. EVANS: In replying to the

second reading debate the Minister made
the point that the BIll had been brought
here at the request of the Farmers' Union
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and the producers to overcome a diffl-
culty that has arisen in trade practices.
The implication is that had it not been
for the initiative of the Partners' Union
this legislation would not be before the
Chamber now, because the Government
has shown no initiative or positive action
to overcome this difficulty. Therefore
in my opinion, the Government has shown
an ineptitude that is nothing less than
shameful.

Clause 9 refers to the term the Bill
shall remain in operation. It is pro-
posed that it shall expire on the 30th
June, 1975, or an earlier date to be fixed
by the Governor by proclamation. Some
time will elapse following the assent given
to the Bill and Its presentation to the
Commonwealth Government. I under-
stand that already the committee has
performed a good deal of backgrounid
work and it can become operative with
a minimum of delay. So I have the feel-
ing that the committee could start to
embark upon a policy before the end of
the year.

A problem that arises Is the question
relating to the powers the committee will
have to deal with the difficulties that
will be faced by one of the most com-
plex industries in this State. For the
committee to have power only to fix prices
and nothing else, with no power of direc-
tion either in the marshalling field or in
other ways will leave the committee
floating like a rudderless ship. It should
not be left in this position If the Gov-
ernment is sincere in its desire to help
the beef industry. It should take fur-
ther steps to give the committee more
control. In considering the activities of
the Farmers' Union there is no doubt
that the idea generated in that organiza-
tion.

Sir Charles Court: Where did you get
this story about the Farmers' Union? This
deals with all phases of the industry.

Mr H. D). EVANS: There is no doubt
that the drive and initiative have come
f rom. the Farmers' Union. as the Premier
well knows, otherwise the ]Bill would not
have been before the Chamber now. To
have avoided the absolute crisis which
exists at present, action should have been
taken 10 years ago. The record of the
Tonkin Government in moving towards
this end is most commendable. We have
proved the effectiveness of the Lamb
Marketing Board, the operations of which
could be extended to Include the sale of
mutton. We see the prospect of the estab-
lishment of a statutory meat authority
which will govern the abattoirs and other
general facilities and also control the oeef
industry. Perhaps the word "organising"
would be preferable to the use of the word
"controlling".

To ensure that the committee Is convert-
ed to a statutory meat authority I propose
to move an amendment, a copy of which I
have given to the Minister and also to the

Clerk. The amendment presupposes that
a great deal of work will have to be done
and In the next session of Parliament leg-
islation to establish such a body would
have to be Introduced. As the term of
this legislation will not expire until the
30th June, 1975, there should be ample
time to bring this about. The establish-
ment of a statutory meat authority could
bring permanence and stability to the beef
Industry which will not be achieved in any
other way. This objective will certainly
not be achieved overnight and we are
looking to the long tenn rather than the
short term. For those reasons, I move an
amendment- I

Page 4, line 40-Insert after the
word "Proclamation" the words "after
which date It will be replaced by a
Statutory Meat Authority which will
be established in the interim for the
purpose of controlling the Beef In-
dustry In Western Australia".

Mr McPHARLIN: Again, I see no point
In accepting this amendment because I do
not think it is feasible. Let us agree to
the Bill and allow It to operate for a
period to ascertain what success the com-
mittee will have, and how It will apply Its
expertise In the way envisaged In the Bill.
In the interim, investigations are being
conducted at Commonwealth level and
some propositions and a scheme may be
coming forward from the Commonwealth
that will be acceptable.

It is as well that we leave the measure
as It Is and let it run its course with the
committee having power to fix a minimum
price and make variations. If this is done
a review can be made within the next few
months.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The reply of the
Minister Is at least consistent with the
attitude of the Government. It is nothing
more than a hypocritical display of grand-
standing. I also wish to mention that in
answer to a question today the motion
for the appointment of a Select Com-
mittee to inquire into the beef industry
appears to have been rejected and It would
seem it will slide off the notice paper as
a slaughtered Innocent. When we consider
the bold words uttered when the motion
was moved, it makes the present situa-
tion more hollow than ever.

It is as well proposals are to be con-
sidered at a Commonwealth level because
one thing is certain: no proposals will be
considered at a State level-not by this
Government. It is too involved and too
tied to those who have vested interests to
ever undertake to alleviate the problems
of the farmer and give him the better
deal he should have had years ago. The
specialist party of the farmers! The
hypocrisy and shame of It!

Mr SKIEDMORE: I support the amend-
ment. As Is the case with most Ministers
of this Government, the Minister for Agri-
culture has two standards when it comes
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to amendments we seek to Emls introduced
by the Government. On the one hand he
has refused us the right to place upon
the committee two people who would have
expertise of benefit to the committee and,
on the other hand, because of the paro-
chial attitude he has adopted, he Is Ignor-
ing other sections of the meat industry.

Not only beef is of concern to the pro-
ducers. Producers in other sections of the
meat Industry could well find themselves
in difficulties. I could instance the poul-
try industry which, as members are aware,
has expanded over the years and has
reached the stage where it should be given
consideration. However, all the Minister
is worrying about is the beef industry.
We agree that the Minister should be con-
cerned about that Industry, but we main-
tain he should be concerned about other
sections of the meat industry as well.
How shallow is the Bill before us!

The Minister is concerned only about
the beef industry. The Government is
giving that industry a form of subsidy.
The Industry will not meet the cost. It
will be the consumer at the other end of
the exercise who will have to pay.

When we consider the exorbitant profit
made by retail butchers we are staggered
in the extreme to be told we should not
at least have a statutory marketing
authority to be all-embracing so that it
could look at their position.

I will close on this note: I understand
that today, the 28th November, the going
price paid to the producer for his beef
was 22c a pound. The retail butcher paid
37c a pound, but the average price to the
consumer was still in the vicinity of 75co to
80c a Pound. A statutory authority could
Play its part to ensure that everyone's
needs are met-those of the beef producer.
the poultry producer, the Purchasers, and
the consumers. We have a captive market
and the Government should not abuse it.
That captive market may not be so kind
when It is railroaded into paying a price
increase it has no opportunity to resist
because of the obstinacy of the Govern-
ment on the question of a statutory
marketing authority.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Hill reported, without amendment, and

the report adopted.
Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr
MePharlin (Minister for Agriculture), and
transmitted to the Council.

WUNDOWIE CHARCOAL IRON AND
STEEL INDUSTRY LOSSES
Write-offs: Tabling of Paper

MIR MVENSAROS (Floreat-Minister for
Industrial Development) [7.52 pm.]: As
you expected, and with your permission.

Mr Speaker, I wish to table a sheet from a
ifie to which I was referring when I re-
plied to a question without notice this
af ternoon.

The paper was tabled (see paper No.
420).

TABLING OF QUOTED PAPERS
Statement byt Speaker

THE SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson): As I
have said before, members and Ministers
should be very careful when quoting from
fies which are either confidential or de-
partmental. because immediately they
quote from such a file a request can be
made for it to be tabled. It would be
far better for members and Ministers to
take the necessary extracts from which-
ever papers they wish to quote because if
they quote from a file or a paper it might
have to be tabled. Such a request makes
it very difficult sometimes for the presiding
officer to know how to interpret Standing
Orders in fairness to everyone concerned.
I urge members and Ministers to watch
this matter very closely.

BILLS (3): RETURNED
1. Forests Act Amendment Eil.
2. Country Areas Water Supply Act

Amendment Bill.
Bills returned from the Council with-

out amendment.
3. Agricultural Products Act Amendment

Bill.
Bill returned from the Council with

an amendment.

NICKEL (AGNEW) AGREEMENT BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 26th Novem-
ber.

MR MAY (Clontari) [7.56 P.m.]: This
Bill has been introduced to ratify an
agreemient to formalise the terms and con-
ditions under which a new nickel mining
venture will be established near Agnew.
130 kilometres north-west of Leonora. The
agreement is between the State, Western
Selcast (fly) Limited, which has a 60 per
cent interest in the venture, and Mount
Isa Mines Limited, which has the remain-
ing 40 per cent interest.

The Opposition welcomes this agreement
concerning this particular project which
was conceived during the term of the Pre-
vious Tonkin Government. Together with
the Government, we wish the company
every success in its endeavours to get a
project of this nature off the ground in a
very remote area.

It has always been my contention that
when the economy is in difficulties, genu-
ine companies should endeavour to conduct
feasibility studies so that by the time the
economic situation has improved these
companies are geared to Proceed with their
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projects. It is not always Practicable and
normally it is only big companies which
can survive this type of situation. How-
ever, if companies could adopt this pro-
cedure a great deal of development could
take place In Western Australia In the
future.

We axe all fully aware that Poseidon
was the major company north of Kalgoor-
lie and that company proved Its first
nickel finds approximately five years ago,
but it was only in September of this year
that it commenced Production at the same
time as the new standard gauge line from
Malcolm to Kalgoorlie was opened, thus
completing the 841-kilometre link with
Esperance, allowing Poseidon and other
producers access to the port, the Kalgoorlie
smelters, and the Kwinana, refinery.

Selcast is a company which Should be
encouraged by the State as It is the cat-
alyst we have been wanting in the eastern
goldfields. When the project gets off the
ground a number of benefits will flow to
the area and, as an Opposition, we look
forward to the establishment of the com-
pany In the eastern goldfields.

One of the main causes for concern In
these areas is the availability of water, but
we have been told that a considerable
amount of water has been found as a re-
sult of boring and It is hoped the water
situation will improve as time goes by.

In his second reading speech the Min-
ister indicated that the capital expendi-
ture on the project will be approximately
$200 million and that an amount in excess
of $17 million has already been expended.

Before Mount Isa, took up its 40 per cent
Interest In July this year, the exploration
and proving of the nickel ore body was
carried out by Western Selcast.

When the Minister was introducing this
measure, be omitted to read out something
which was Included In the speech notes
which are In my possession. I do not
know whether or not It was a deliberate
omission. My copy of the speech notes
reads-

After having acquired mineral
claims and leases earlier, the company
first intersected ore in the vicinity of
Perseverance Bore, near Agnew, In
May, 1971..

The Minister omitted to read the words "in
May. 1971". 1 have every reason to be-
lieve it was because It occurred during the
term of the Tonkin Government.

In another part of his speech he made
reference to the percentage of Australian
equity in the various companies, and my
copy of the speech notes goes on to say-

It is expected that this percentage
Will increase, the timing and form of
the Increase to be the subject of nego-
tiations involving the State Govern-
ment.

The Minister added the words "in a sen-
sible and Practical manner".

Mr O'Neil: It Is only a matter of court-
esy that speech notes are given to the
opposition.

Mr MAY: It is obviously a slur on the
company to say the increase will be nego-
tiated In a sensible and Practical manner.
on the other hand, it is also an inference
that the State Government intends to go
ahead without any negotiation with the
Australian Government. I think it shows
up the Minister In a very poor light to make
such Inferences in an Important matter of
this nature.

Since the Minister has been in office, on
a number of occasions when members on
this side of the House have made second
reading speeches he has replied that those
members were either endeavouring to make
political capital out of the matter or play-
ing up to the Press and the gallery. It Is
unfortunate that this note should come
Into the Minister's speeches, and I hope
that in the future he will consider speech-
es made by the members of the Opposition
In a more rational manner.

Getting back to the Em.l the matter of
railway freights has been given a great dealof prominence in the Minister's speech. I
have had many dealings with the Railways
Department and from what I can ascer-
tain it appears the department is very
satisfied with the terms of railway
freighting. On many occasions the Rail-
ways Department has felt it was being left
out on a limb in relation to concessions
given to companies under agreements
which have come before this Chamber;
but I believe in this instance the depart-
ment is very satisfied with the way the
agreement has been negotiated. It is a
good thing when a State instrumentality
such as the Railways Department is satis-
fied with an agreement. Quite often
the Railways Department is regarded
as the cow which everyone wants
to milk but no-one wants to feed. The
proposition In the agreement now before
us is reasonable and I am sure as time
goes by we will see far more benefit
accruing to the Railways Department than
has been the case in the past In other
areas.

The Minister dealt with the surrender
of mining tenements over a period of time.
The company has at present about 750
square kilometres of mineral claims, and
there are eight mineral leases covering the
ore reserves in this area.

In the Mining Bill which the previous
Government endeavoured to have debated
in this Chamber, we were looking at a
situation where mining companies should
be given sufficient time in which to Prove
up their deposits. Normally, companies
had to surrender 50 per cent of their min-
Ing areas after a period of 12 months,
without In fact being able to prove up
most of them. Especially in the heavily
soiled areas in the eastern goldfields, a
company can spend all its time trying to
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Prove up a mining claim In one area. This
takes a considerable amount Of time, and
when It has been completed a company
may find the term has expired and It has
to surrender half of the area. We had a
boom period when, after a major com-
pany such as Western Mining had
released hal of Its area, a number of
small companies would rush Wn take up
the area, and barter it on the market.

We tried to overcome that situation in
our Mining Bill by providing that If reput-
able companies could come up with a drill-
ing programme they should be given
ample time to prove up a deposit. Our
suggestion was that the period be five
Years; that after two years a certain area
would be surrendered, and at the end of
five Years the whole area would either be
surrendered or taken up In leases.

In the Bill now before us the joint ven-
turers are required to surrender one-third
of the area of the claims in each of the
fourth, fifth, and sixth years after the
commencement of production, and they
may apply to have any of the areas so
surrendered included In their mineral
leases. This is a good move. It gives the
company ample time. It is expending a
tremendous amount of risk capital in the
eastern goldfields to prove up areas and
make them a going concern. The com-
pany will need every assistance from the
Government to get off the ground. I
trust the Minister 'will give earnest con-
sideration to this method of surrender
when the new mining Bill is introduced
next year.

I believe the initial development of the
mine will be by open cut, with work pro-
ceeding simultaneously on driving shafts
and a decline to give deeper access to ore
bodies.

The nearby nickel mine In that area is
Mt. Keith, which is a very low grade
deposit. This company will endeavour to
mine its nickel by open-cut methods which
involve a considerable amount of work to
obtain the quantity of nickel required to
make It a viable proposition. With Bel-
cast going into operation up there, Mt.
Keith will be brought much closer to
fruition than we anticipated.

It appears the time has come when the
eastern gold~fields will get in motion, hav-
Ing regard for the terrific amount of work
which has been done by Western Mining
at Kambalda and Poseidon at Mt. Win-
dara.. We all know that Poseidon is a
Joint venturer with Western Mining, and
we are very pleased that Western Mining
was able to be associated with that com-
pany. With the advent of Poseidon, closely
followed by Selcast, the area will be open-
ed up, and it Is also possible that the stan-
dard gauge line will be extended. Both
the Premier and I mentioned in this House
some time ago that it was envisaged the
standard 4gauge line would go north to Ger-
aldton so that we could open up the Mur-
chison area where there are not only

nickel deposits but also deposits of medium
grade iron ore at Mt. Gibson, Mt. Tackson,
and other Places, and uranium at Yen)l-
lerie. The possibility of the standard gauge
line going north with its ultimate destina-
tion at Geraldton Is not Just a pipe dream
but will come to fruition in the near future.

We looked at the agreement very closely
to see what it would contain in relation to
the operation of the proposed smelter. We
realise that fuel is required for a smelter,
and the fuel situation Is critical In Western
Australia at the moment. It has been said
on many occasions that the situation i~n
Western Australia is such that we will
either have to discover oil in commercial
quantities off the north-west shelf or bring
natural gas from the north-west shelf down
to the metropolitan area and through to
the eastern goldfields as soon as possible.
The Australian Government's proposal for
a national rid has been criticised, but
when we see development taking place in
the eastern goldflelds we should not look
at the construction of a pipeline from Palm
Valley to the eastern goldfields as being a
long way off.

The Tonkin Government looked at the
possibility of bringing gas from Palm Val-
ley through the eastern goldfields to Perth.
That was just prior to the discovery of gas
off the north-west shelf. When that dis-
covery was made we decided to pigeon-hole
the Palm Valley proposal until such time
as we could quantify and qualify the
amount of natural gas off the north-west
shelf. The whole matter seems to be crys-
tallising in terms of getting gas from the
north-west shelf or Palm Valley.

In his second reading speech the Minis-
ter said the smelter will produce nickel
matte of about 75 per cent. This is similar
to the matte which Is being produced at
West Kalgoorlie, where I think the percen-
tage is about 70 per cent. The nickel matte
of about 75 per cent will be produced with
a flash smelter instead of an electric smel-
ter. This Is a new breakthrough in smelt-
ing in Western Australia. The significance
of a flash smelter Is that the process re-
quires considerably less fuel oil than does
a conventional electric smelter, and the
savings in fuel would be considerable.

Mr Coyne: Do you understand the pro-
cess?

Mr MAY: Yes. I had a look at the pro-
cess when I was in Germany, where there
is a flash smelter. It was only a prototype
but it was in operation while I was there.

It was also pleasing to note what is de-
scribed in the Minister's speech as an in-
novation; that is, the requirement for an
environmental impact statement to be pre-
pared as part of the preliminary study. We
on this side of the House have been keen
to have these Impact statements imple-
mented, and I think the member for Mor-
ley is to be complimented on his en-
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deavours to Project the envionmental
situation as far as industry Is concerned.

We are glad to see the Government has
included a Provision in relation to en-
vironmental Impact statements in clause 5
of the agreement. I believe the joint ven-
turers have done a considerable amount of
work to endeavour to provide the best type
of living and working conditions in this
harsh environment.

The township concerns mec a little. The
Minister said it would be sited approxi-
mately 10 kilomnetres from the mine. Hav-
ing in mind Some of the mining sites
already established in the Pilbara, area,
the dust which emanates from a project
of this nature, and other factors, I would
say 10 kilometres. is not a great distance
from a mine. I think the people in the
towns must be protected.

Of Course, we must have regard for the
distance the men must commute back-
wards and forwards between the mine and
the town; but at the same time the people
in the town should be protected. I sin-
cerely hope the company will give con-
sideration-and I am quite sure it will-
to ensuring that the anticipated popula-
tion of 3 000 will be given every oppor-
tunity to live under the best possible con-
ditions in the circumstances, bearing in
mind the remoteness of the area.

It is difficult, to get a work force to go
to remote areas, and it is more difficult if
the work force finds the environmental
situation has not been considered and they
must live under harsh conditions. When
the iron ore companies first got off the
ground employees were living in tents and
huts without any amenities whatsoever.
As a consequence, the turnover of the
work force was sometimes in the vicinity
of 200 and 300 per cent. Indeed, some-
times men would get off the plane, have a
look at the conditions, and get straight
back on the plane. That may sound ridicu-
lous, but it has happened, especially in
the case of migrants who arrive from a
relatively cool climate in the metropolitan
area in an air-conditioned plane and are
suddenly faced with 120-degree heat,
which is not to their liking.

It was some time before the companies
were able to provide the necessary facili-
ties to attract workers. The provision of
accommodation for married men was
found to be essential, because while many
single men would go to the north the
situation was not satisfactory as they
Invariably wished to return to the metro-
politan area after staying for only a short
time. Approximately 70 to 80 per cent of
the homes now being built are for married
workers, and this is proving most satis-
factory.

I hope this company will take a leaf
from the book of the iron ore companies,
and that it will make provision for facUl-
ties to be Provided as and when the work
force is required to commence. I know

the infrastructure has caused all such
companies considerable worry and con-
cern. A terrific capital expenditure is
involved. I notice under this agreement
the company will be required to provide
equipment and services, including sewer-
age reticulation and treatment plant,
social, cultural, and civic facilities, and
other services such as fire protection, hos-
pital, and ambulance. Therefore the com-
pany will be up for a considerable
expenditure in that regard. I sincerely
trust it will be able to provide the services
which are so badly needed in an area lie
this.

The agreement also provides for the
building of new roads. A new road is to
be established between Leonora and Yaka-
bindle on a new alignment east of the
existing Ieonora-Yakabindie road. This
road will be sealed from Leonora to the
mining town, and the rest of it will be
unsealed and constructed to a standard
similar to that of the existing road. The
company will be responsible for sealing the
road between the townsite and the mine
site, and rightly so. I believe another road
is to be constructed on a joint basis
between the company and the State.

I refer also to the liability of the com-
pany In respect of the supply of water.
The provision of water will, I think, cause
the company quite a deal of concern. It
has carried out investigations and has dis-
covered an underground aquifer near
Depot Springs, and this has now been set
aside as a water reserve. However, it is
50 kilometres from the mine site and
apparently has a limited life; so the com-
pany will have to continue to explore for
water during the whole time the develop-
ment takes Place. The nickel industry
requires a terrific amount of water, and
the project cannot be a success without
it. I believe the company will require about
28 000 cubic metres of potable water a
day. obviously the joint venturers will be
keen to find supplies additional to those
which have already been found.

I note that If the Depot Springs water
reserve proves hydrologically Inadequate
under continuous pumping to service the
needs of the Industry, the State may re-
duce the amount of water available under
license to the joint venturers. Should this
occur, the State will, at the cost of the
joint venturers, search for additional sup-
plies to meet their requirements.

Another matter which is of paramount
importance is the acquisition of the water
supply by the State. The State will acquire
the water scheme, and make it part of a
regional scheme. I think it is only right
the State should have the power to do
that so that if further development takes
place In the region the whole area will be
considered, and not merely this locality In
isolation. I believe similar arrangements
have been made for the State to enter into
an agreement with the joint venturers In
connection with sewerage facilities.
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The next matter to which I refer Is one
with which the previous Government was
keenly concerned; that is, the assurance
that the venturers will give local consult-
ants and professional companies first pref-
erence in regard to tenders for the works
prior to the project getting off the ground.
Such a provision has been written Into the
agreement. A special local products com-
mittee was operating during the term of
the Tronkin Government. I believe the
present Government has continued the
operation of that committee. It is good to
see that the Government and the company
have agreed that local consultants and
labour Will be given every consideration In
the development of the project.

In the main, the Opposition Is very
favourably disposed towards this concept.
We have had a number of agreements come
before this Chamber over the years. This
one has been brought forward In the hope
that the project will get off the ground In
the near future, and I am sure it will.

I notice It Is provided that royalties will
remain at the same level for a period of
four years after mining commences. This
is a matter which should be studied. These
royalties will be paid under the provisions
of the existing Mining Act, but when that
Act is replaced by the proposed new min-
ing Act the matter of royalties should
receive careful consideration.

Royalties in the Iron ore Industry have
been criticised over the years. However, I
do feel that we must allow companies suffi-
cient time in which to settle down and
establish themselves as viable operations,
because they put a tremendous amount of
capital expenditure into the projects and
they should be encouraged as much as
possible. on the other hand, the State
does not receive as much revenue from
these industries as It would like to receive.
our only revenue Is from royalties, and I
feel this matter should receive careful con-
sideration when the new mining Act is
presented.

There Is little more we on this side have
to say In respect of this agreement. It Is
an excellent agreement. I have had dis-
cussions with the Metropolitan Water
Board, the Railways Department, and vari-
ous other bodies which are Interested In
the project, and they all seem to be satis-
fied with the manner in which the agree-
ment has been drawn up. I believe the
joint venturers are also satisfied. I under-
stand a great deal of negotiation occurred
in respect of rail freights and that the joint
venturers are not altogether pleased with
the result; but I believe the Railways De-
partment Is very pleased and I am sure
this project will lead to Increased revenue
for that department.

We give our blessing to the project and
wish it well In the future. We hope It will
get off the round as soon as possible so
that the development of this area is
assured. We feel this Industry will be the
catalyst for the eastern goldfilds area. We

have been waiting for this project for a
long time. Even though the economic
climate Is not goad the company has been
prepared to enter into an agreement with
a view to proceeding with development.
Once the project gets off the ground I am
sure we will see a great leap forward in
the eastern goldfields, This will ease the
employment situation and also assist in the
opening up of other areas which have great
potential.

I am sure if the railway line Is extended
those areas will be opened up and 'we will
see vast production from them. This will
be good for the Murchison and far the
State, generally.

MR COYNIE (Murchison-Eyre) [8.25
p.mn.]: I would like to support the Bill
and to take this opportunity to congratu-
late the Australian Selection Company-
which is what the company was originally
known as when it first started exploration
in this State-on its achievement. I would
like to congratulate the company also for
its foresight in the Lawlers area. I believe
It originally started work there In 1965.

Mr Mensaros: It was In 1954.

Mr COYNE. During the years I have
been travelling around that area I have
come to know quite a number of the geol-
ogists and personnel of the company. The
discovery at Perseverance was virtually a
fluke. It was discovered by a Canadian
geologist by the name of Ken Thorsen.
Although the company had persisted with
Its efforts in the area around the old rain-
Ing town of Agnew for quite some time, it
was only by a fluke that this discovery was
made at the site of the original Persever-
ance strike.

Mr May: The same applied at mt.
Keith;, that was a fluke.

Mr COYNiE: That is quite true. The
member for Clontarf commented about this
discovery. I do not Intend to endeavour
to match his learned oration, but I would
like to make a few comments about the
area. The member for Clontarf referred
to this area as the eastern goldfields, but
It has always been known as the east
Murchison. The town of Lawlers at one
stage had a population of 5 000, and it
was the site of the East Murchison -United
goldmlne which was a particularly big
mine but was short lived. At that time In
the early part of the century the mine had
such a modemn plant that It was able to
farm out crushing time to all the mines in
the area. The Wahroonga mine, which is
now known as the Emu mine was one of
the mines which used the crushing facili-
ties, and It was possibly the richest mine
in the area. There was also the Donegal
mine a little to the south, and there were
a number of other rich mines In the area.
The region was criss-crossed with railway
lines to cart ore to the east Murchison
crushing plant. This led to a great deal
of prosperity for the locality.
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It Is good to see this area being re-
awakened once again, because if a large
community Is established there the north-
eastern galdfields and the Murchison will
be linked once again.

The Australian Selection Company Is a
branch of the world-wide Selection Trust
Organisation. It formed Western Selcast
to prospect In the Perseverance area. The
linking of Western Selcast with a company
of the magnitude of Mount Isa Mines
Limited will herald new prosperity for that
district. As It is proposed there will be
an expenditure of something like $200
million, obviously the development will be
on a large scale and that, in turn will lead
to other development.

The Increased population In the area will
allow much greater exploration and de-
velopment. The entire area from Wiluna,
south has great potential. Aerial magnetic
maps show that the area between Wiluna
and Leonora is heavily magnetised and I
believe that not only will Mt. Keith become
a payable Proposition but also areas such
as Weebo and even areas further south
towards Leonora itself will be developed.

This area could be one of the greatest
developments this nation has ever seen,
once the amalgamated companies get into
action. The company will be a little more
fortunate than the Windarra venture In
that it will be able to start Its township
from scratch. I remember at the time of
the Initiation of the host town of the
Windarra development that I solidly sup-
ported the proposal to establish the host
town at Laverton.

However, when I returned to that area,
I1 did not know whether or not It was such
a6 good Idea. Tremendous problems were
associated with developing Laverton, be-
cause the town Is built on an Ironstone
ridge. Problems were experienced with
sewerage, and the laying of gas pipes and
telephone cables; It must have been a, very
expensive operation. The company also
had to cart millions of yards of sand Into
the area, to build up the townslte itself.

The amalgamated companies will have
the opportunity to start from scratch.
They intend to construct the townsite
about six miles due south of the Persever-
ance operation. It Is very close to a mine
Called the Brilliant which was one of the
richest goidmines In the entire area. My
father worked on this wine in the early
1900s and used to describe It as being like
a jeweller's shop. It closed down in freak
circumstances when a shaft located In a
watercourse was flooded as a result of a
tremendous flash flood. In fact, as Cornish
lifts were the only ones in operation In
those days, some of the men were lucky to
escape with their lives.

My father retained a great interest In
this mine and collated a tremendous
amount of information over the years; he
always had the idea that he could go
back and get It started again. He inter-
viewed shift bosses, underground super-

visors and the like and obtained all this
precious information which was not pos-
sessed by the Mines Department Itself
because it was obtained as a. result of
Interviews.

In January, 1970. 1 went out to the area
armed with maps and all the other gear I
needed to peg a claim; however, I found
that the mine was located on a Selection
Trust lease. We had another shot later
on and actually pegged the area and sub-
mitted a claim, but discovered later that
it had not received the Minister's
approval and we were not entitled to peg
the mine.

The area in which the town Is to be
located is composed of heavy overburden
and the company will not experience the
problems encountered at Laverton.

When making his second reading speech,
the Minister referred to the area as "a
very harsh envirornent"; the member for
Clontarf also spoke along these lines. I
do not agree-not these days. It may have
been a harsh environment in the old days
but today, with air-conditioning and
modem facilities, it is a very attractive
place In which to live. Last year, a few
members, including the member for Vasse,
visited the area. It is heavily wooded with
gum trees and other large trees and is a
wonderful little spot.

Mr May: It Is always good when you do
not have to live there.

Mr COYNE: I would not mind living
there: in fact, I know of m~any people-
mostly single people-who live in a cara-
van park In the area and have actually
refused to leave. I do not blame them. I
know the member for Kalgoorlie has been
up there recently. One place I would not
like to live is Laverton. I believe the Win-
dara. atmosphere is much more accept-
able.

Mr O'Neil: Isn't that the place where
you get the giant "buflgarras"?

Mr COYNE: Yes, but the really large
ones are further east. It is pleasing to see
that a sealed road is to be constructed
between Leonora and Yakabindie. The
road will follow the original alignment
right up to the turnoff to the Perseverance
mine. I recall visiting the area in 1936,
when it was only a very rough track, The
road will take an eastern alignment, mak-
ing the Perseverance townsite practically
due north from Leonora; it will then swing
north-west until it gets to Yakabindie.
When I first went to the area in 1938. 1
thought that Wlluna-a township of
between 5 000 and 6 000 people-was quite
an. exciting place. As a young man, I
used to regard a trip to Wiluma with some
anticipation, as there always seemed so
much to do; there was a variety of enter-
tainmnent such as the picture shows, danc-
ing, boxing and the like. It was almost
like a litle city-a neon light in the whole
area.
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Mr Jamie son: Neon light!
Mr O'Neil: I think he means a hurri-

cane lamp.
Mr COYNE: We used to look upon it as

a little city In those days. It is good to
see these towns being resurrected in this
manner. I refer in particular to Sand-
stone, Doyle's Well, and others.

I do not have a great deal more to say.
The member for Clontart mentioned the
underground aquifer. I know quite a lot
has been done in this respect. The Depot
Springs area is the site of a giant csdcrete
deposit and It will be from this aquifer
that the main water supplies will come.
The company has already drilled a nunm-
ber of bores and has linked them into the
pipeline which will travel something like
50 kilometres to serve the Perseverance
operation.

I express again my congratulations to
the Australian Selection Trust Company
and Its offshoot company. Western Sel-
east, and also to the Mount Isa company
for their Interest in the area, and I wish
them eveny success; I will be watching
their progress with great Interest.

MR A. ft. TONKIN (Morley) [8.40
p.m.]: I wish to refer briefly to the
environmental aspects of clauses 5 and 6
of the schedule. I will not weary the
House by being unnecessarily verbose.
Clause 5 states-

The Joint Venturers shall continue
their field and office engineering
studies and market and finance studies
and other matters necessary including
an environmental impact study to
enable them to finalise and to submit
to the Minister the detailed Proposals.

I do not know whether that means they
must produce an environmental Impact
study or whether it will be Produced only
if it is considered necessary. In whose
opinion will it be considered necessary?
The Minister for Conservation and Envir-
onment has repeatedy told me that be
considers environmental impact state-
ments are overvalued; I notice the clause
refers to an environmental impact
"study"; I suppose that could be some-
thing, assuming that a "study" is not a
"statement"'.

Clause 6 of
Joint venturers
various studies,

the schedule requires the
to bring to the Minister
including-

(k) measures to be taken for the pro-
tection management and rehabili-
tation of the environment.

I hope the reference to an environmental
impact study indicates some change of
heart on the Part of the Government with
respect to environmental Impact state-
ments. In any case, I want to know
whether this study is merely to go to the
Minister or whether there Is to be any
provision for the public and Interested
bodies to know what is contained In the
environmental impact study.

A second point I should like to make is
that no environmental impact study Is of
great worth unless, initially, it is circu-
lated publicly so that People can look at
it and say, "This factor has been omitted.
This is not a valid claim. These facts
need checking." Then, the environmental
Impact study would be sent back to the
body making it, with the public's com-
ments, so that it could reply to the queries
raised and so that people could be satis-
fied that it was a valid study.

I believe we must move in that direction
in this State and I would appreciate it If
the Minister in his reply could comment
on the points I have raised; I believe they
are of great Importance.

MR MENSAROS (Ploreat-Minister for
Industrial Development) [8.43 Pmn.): I
thank members for their support of the
Bill; I Quite agree with their contentions,
especially the member for Clontarf, who
said that It Is correct for a company to
plan for the future in such a way In times
of economic hardship; however, I would
add that the present hardship has more
than economic reasons.

Although it was not the intention of the
Government to base this legislation on
political motives, the member for Clontarf
introduced a political note to the debate
when he said I had omitted or added cer-
tain sections or words to my speech notes.
From my understanding of the situation-
I realise that I may be less experienced
than the member for Clontarf-no Minister
Is obliged to follow or, in fact, to use
speech notes. He is perfectly entitled to
say what he feels he should say.
I can clearly recall what I added to my
speech notes. I added that Australian par-
ticipation will be encouraged in a sensible
and practical way.

I cannot see any objection to this;
It has been the policy of this Govern-
ment-this is a well known fact-to
support the participation by Australian
people in these enterprises. However, there
are two qualifications. We would like this
participation by private enterprise in the
mining Wpdustry where we do not support
riskin'g the money of the taxpayers. The
other qualification is that because we be-
lieve in private enterprise we will not force
any company to go on the share market to
sell by a certain date same set percentage
of its shares. That was all I was referring
to In the use of the words "in a practical
and sensible manner" when interest Is
shown and participation by the public is
evident. I cannot see that is a slur on the
company: on the contrary, it is co-
operation.

One comment was made by the member
for Clontarf relating to the distance of
the townsite from the mine. Although the
distance is six miles or roughly 10 kilo-
metres, this type of operation which initi-
ally will be conducted on the open-cut
method but later on will be developed by
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adopting inclines and shaft sinking mneth-
ods, will not be detrimental. I know the
department has examined the plans and
that the company has given the plans a
lot of thought.

I welcome the comment of the member
for Clontarf about the need to support
the use of local products. This Govern-
ment strongly fosters the use of such pro-
ducts, because we have impressed on the
company that it is most important to use
local products, and thereby help local in-
dustry.

There is some slight difference in this
agreement, because if we declare this
agreement as between the State and the
company it might just lie on the shelf,
and not be checked as to the local pro-
ducts provision. We want to ensure that
a check is made, by being able to re-
quest the company to present reports peri-
odically to the Government to indicate the
company is adhering to the conditions.
This will make the company and its em-
ployees-they may be new employees with
no knowledge of the negotiations-aware
of the fact that they have to submit re-
Ports periodically to indicate how they are
implementing the clauses relating to local
products in the agreement.

One point was raised by the member for
Clontarf, and he expressed this yery well.
He said that although a company might
start in a favourable climate, in these days
the capital is much more expensive to
service than it was several years ago, and
further that the risks are higher. For
that reason he said the parties have to
have some security after they start produc-
tion: hence our stay of the royalties clause.
It is understood clearly by the company
that before that time has arrived the
Mining Act and the regulations made
thereunder will take their course regarding
royalties.

The member for Murohison gave some
interesting historical background, and I
agree with his comments. It is the hope
of the Government that In developing this
venture more activity will take place
throughout that region, as a consequence
of which there would be closer association
between the eastern goldfields and what
he termed quite correctly the eastern
Murchison.

Regarding the environmental protection
impact, I do not think the environment will
be changed by the operations of the com-
pany, despite the fact that in these days
the term "environment" seems to have be-
come very fashionable. The intention of
the Governent is honest, reasonable, and
practical. I do not give the member for
Morley a promise that we will proceed as
a young scientist proceeds on this subject:
that is, Impose the same conditions on
these parts of the State as are imposed on
an area. within 10 miles of the General
Post Office, Perth. That stands to reason.

This matter has to be applied in a prac-
tical way. I believe many comments have
been made in an irrational way about the
establishment of this project. I often
wonder whether people, like the member
for Morley, who examine matters like this
one have been anywhere near the area in
respect of which they are raising a protest.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

I Committee
The Deputy Chairman of Committees

(Mr Old) in the Chair; Mr Mensaros
(Minister for Industrial Development) in
charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 4 put and passed.
Schedule-
Mr A. R. TONKIN: I refer to clause 5

of the agreement contained in the sched-
ule. I have not been to Agnew or near
it and I do not personally know any of the
"bungarras" there, but that does not pre-
vent me from discussing principles. It
seems that the Minister cannot see that
principles apply. It does not do the Goy-
erment any good to deliver gratuitous
insults to members just because they have
not been to the place in question. I am
sure that many of the people who have
been to Agnew do not understand the
environmental Impact. There are advan-
tages to be gained from personal experi-
ence, but it Is possible to argue on
principles.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: In that case the min-
ister should not be permitted to talk about
the Wundowie industry, because he has not
been to Wundowie.

Schedule put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and

the report adopted.
Third Reading

B1I read a third time, on motion by Mr
Mensaros (Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment), and transmitted to the Council.

INDUSTRIAL SAFETY AND HYGIENE
Inquiry by Select Committee: Motion
Debate resumed, from the 9th October,

on the following motion by Mr Harman-
That a Select Committee be

appointed to investigate all aspects of
industrial safety and hygiene, the
effectiveness of present legislation and
administrative practices, the current
industrial safety training programmes,
the foreseeable needs and report
accordingly.

MR O'IEIL~ (East Melville-Minister for
Works) 18.56 pm.): Members will recog-
nise this is, in fact, a motion moved by a
private member the position of which,
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with due respect to Whe member for May-
lands, has been elevated on the notice
paper.

At Whe outset let me say that we are
very pleased to see the member for May-
lands back in the Chamber. I cannot
understand why he has Interrupted his
convalescence, particularly at this stage of
the session, to return to the Chamber. I
suppose it is because of his undoubted
interest in the subject matter of the
motion.

I also want to express the regret of the
Government that the Minister for Labour
and Industry, who would normally handle
the subject matter of the motion on behalf
of the Government. is not in the Cham-
ber. Of necessity he has had to travel to
the Eastern States on government busi-
ness, and he left the State at noon or
thereabouts today.

It therefore befalls me, and I apologise
for the fact, to respond to the motion. It
seeks the appointment of a Select Com-
mittee to investigate all aspects of indus-
trial safety and hygiene, the effectiveness
of present legislation and administrative
practices, the current industrial safety
training programmes, and the foreseeable
needs.

Having made apologies, and congratu-
lated the member for Maylands on his
return to the Chamber, I must indicate
to him that we on this side of the House
do not support the motion. It Is true that
the honourable member was Minister for
Labour from the 30th May. 1973, to the
8th April, 1974,

I am Prepared to admit that during that
time he took a very keen Interest In mat-
ters associated with the Department of
Labour and Industry. It may be that In
the short period of time that he acted as
Minister he did not have the opportunity
to canvass the whole area of the legislation
and the Inspectorial duties associated with
the Department of Labour and Industry.

This Is not a matter of party political
difference. I do not think there Is a
member in this Chamber who does not
recognise that a contented and efficient
work force, operating under hygienic con-
ditions, Is In the best Interests of the State.

Having been Minister for Labour in the
Brand Government for a period of some
six years, I can speak with some experi-
ence. In the period I was Minister for
Labour I was able to appreciate the prob-
lems which confronted the work force, and
the very valiant efforts made by govern-
ment departments to maintain the safety
and welfare of that work force. I have
often said that It was the responsibility of
the Federal Minister for Labour and Nat-
ional Service to provide the work force.
That particular Minister controls the port-
folio of Immigration and the like, and I
have said that It was the function of the
State Minister for Labour and Industry to

keep that work force happy. The Depart-
ment of Labour and Industry, and the
legislation it controls, maintain the condi-
tions under which the work force operates
-whether It be In relation to safety,
hygiene, or working conditions, including
the vexed question of remuneration, be-
cause the Conciliation and Arbitration
Commission comes under the aegis of the
Minister for Labour and ]Industry. I do
not think thene is any difference of opinion
between the two sides of the House in re-
spect of the importance or appreciation
of this subject.

I do not believe--and the Government
does not believe-that the setting up of a
Select Committee which, at this particular
stage would become an Honorary Royal
Commission, to Inquire Into all these mat-
ters Is warranted. I have only to look
back at the history of the two previous
Governments In respect of legislation
associated with Industrial matters. I can
recall that, as Minister for Labour, I intro-
duced a Bill which replaced the outmoded
and outdated Inspection of Scaffolding Act
with the Construction Safety Act.

At that time I was very pleased that
there was general acceptance from the
then Opposition regarding the matters
contained in that legislation. I was not
surprised about that support because the
Bill was the result of something like two
Years of thorough examination and in-
vestigation by a widely representative com-
mittee composed of representatives from
all sides.

The old Inspection of Scaffolding Act
was repealed and the Construction Safety
Act took its place. At about the same time
matters were set In train to Produce the
Machinery Safety Bll, which was intro-
duced last year. Despite the fact that as
the Prime speaker for the Opposition I
supported the Bill, It seemed to run into a
farmer's paddock somewhere along the
line. I can recall references to roll bars
on tractors and the like as a result of
which the Minister at the time decided
that discretion was the better Part of val-
our and he left the fray.

Mr Harman: I wish I had been here two
weeks ago.

Mr O'NEIL: I am sure the honourable
member does. However, the Bill was
finally redrafted and the then difficulties
were overcome and I can assure the mem-
ber for Maylands that the Bill was passed
in the form Intended. I think the Legis-
lative Council has agreed to It and It Is
now a matter of record on the Statute
book.

I have not had a great deal of time
during which to study this motion. My col-
league, the Minister for Labour and
Industry, has been called away. I have
read the introductory speech made by the
honourable member, and the comments
made by the member for Swan. I find my-
self in extreme difficulty because I have to
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reply on some material left with me by the
Minister for Labour and Industry which I
have had an opportunity to read. Amongst
that material are some Private notes, and a
great number of comments by the Minis-
ter for Labour and Industry. They are
probably in the form that were I to quote
directly from the file I could find myself
having to place them on the Table of the
House. So, perhaps I might ask members
to accept what I have said, and if I do
appear to refer to what appears to be a
file I am, in fact, quoting from rather
copious notes. I trust I have got the mes-
sage across because I do not want to run
the danger of crossing you, Mr Speaker.

The member for Swan referred to the
TLC Construction Safety Committee
headed by Mr Wheeler and he referred to
a number of matters related to various
activities associated with the building
industry in Western Australia upon which
the committee reported. I am not sure to
whom the committee reported but I
understand that some of the reports were
sent to the Department of Labour and
Industry for examination by inspectors. I
do know that the Minister asked that the
document from which the honourable
member quoted be made available to him
by having it placed upon the Table of the
House. I think that is a distinction that
occurs between a Private member's notes
and a file referred to by a Minister.

The honourable member placed on the
Table of the House the complaints which
were made in respect of various construc-
tion works in the city and its environs, and
the Minister for Labour and Industry had
an opportunity to refer most of those
matters to his department. I have read
through the complaints and the answers
given by the departmental inspectors.

Mr Skidnmore: The Minister will find
that the inspections were made about two
months after the accidents occurred.
They were all rectified by then.

Mr O'NEIL: That may be so.
Mr Skidmore: Well, it is so.
Mr O'NEIL: I indicated earlier that I

am at a slight disadvantage because I do
not happen to be the Minister for Labour
and Industry. I am not able to Say
whether or not what has been said by the
inspectors, about a number of these
complaints-or the reasons for the com-
plaints--was stated two months or two days
after the accidents occurred. However, I am
sure the Minister for Labour and Industry
would be quite Prepared to make this in-
formation available to the honourable
member. It could well be that the matters
were rectified prior to the visits by the
inspectors.

Mr Skidmore: They were rectified. We
went and checked them when I mentioned
the matter in this House.

Mr O'N=fl: Several general remarks in
respect of many of these matters clearly
Indicate that the inspectorial staff of the
Department of Labour and Industry took
an interest in these matters.

The availability of safety officers within
the government was also referred to. I
think the Minister for Labour and Indus-
try, by way of interjection, said there
were a considerable number of safety
officers employed in various government
departments; some on a full-time basis,
and some on a part-time basis.

Mr Harman: Approximately 12.
Mr ONEIL: To Quote from my various

copious notes, the current number of
Inspectors within the Machinery Branch
is a deputy chief and 36 inspectors.

Mr Harman: No, they are inspectors. I
was referring to safety officers.

Mr O'NEIL: I am not sure precisely how
many safety officers there are.

Mr Harman: There are 12.
Mr O'NEIL: That may well be so.

Once again, I am at that slight disadvan-
tage.

Some criticism was lodged in respect Of
the safety training programme conducted
by a private enterprise operation which
was, at one time, a part of the National
Safety Council. The private enterprise
operation has now branched out on its own.
I understand that the member for Swan
is In fact a member of the council as
is another member of the Trades and
Labor Council. I am not sure whether or
not the other person still is a member of
the council.

Mr Skidmore: I have an idea there has
been a resignation in regard to this mat-
ter.

Mr O'NEIL: That may be so. I was
terribly disappointed to read recently that
the Trades and Labor Council withdrew
on the basis that the matter of safety
training was being directed towards execu-
tives rather than workers. I think
that is probably a wrong attitude because
safety starts at the top. If we have
management which is interested in safety.
that is where the example ought to be set.

I can recall, as the Minister for Labour,
on a number of occasions giving safety
awards to various organisations. I think
on one occasion even the then Premier
was with me, and I might add, he looked
better In his tin hat than I did when the
photographs were taken!I I do not think
the withdrawal of the labour movement
from the Organisation is in the best Inter-
ests of safety.

Mr Skidmore: For two years we tried to
get something done but gave up In abso-
lute frustration.

Mr O'NEIL: I cannot account for that.
Two members of the Trades and Labor
Council were on this particular safety
Organisation. as were other representatives
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of industry and the Government. They are
extremely responsible and reliable people
and It may well be that the honourable
member opposite was not quite as per-
suasive on that occasion.

Mr Skidmore; I found the odds insur-
mountable when It came to the question of
putting up bands.

Mr O'NflL: That Is an experience I
have not had. However, there Is no
doubt It Is not a matter of party polities.
There Is no member In this House who
does not agree that, from the Point of
view and the Interests of the worker, we
should have the highest possible standards
of safety and hygiene. I am sure that
Governments of both colours, the private
sector, the unions, and the workers, all
believe that action taken by the Govern-
ment-irrespective of its Political colour-
In general terms Is aimed at this very Im-
Portant objective.

For that reason I see no purpose in
establishing a Select Committee to look
into matters which are under constant pur-
view by the unions, management, and the
Government,

MR HARMAN (Maylands) (9.12 p.m.]:
First of all I would like to express my ap-
preciation to the Government for changing
the notice paper to suit my convenience,
in order that this item can be debated and
determined. I also thank the Minister for
his remarks concerning my welfare.

However, I do not appreciate at all the
attitude adopted by the Government in
respect of this motion. When the motion
was introduced early In October I de-
veloped some very strong arguments why
this House should agree to the appointment
of a Select Committee to examine all as-
pects of industrial safety and hygiene in
Western Australia.

One of the most compelling arguments
put forward by me, on that occasion, was
the fact that on the last figures available,
at that time, 30 000 accidents occurred in
industry in Western Australia during 1971-
72. That averaged one to each 11 of the
work force. To put it another way, an
accident occurred every four minutes in
industry in Western Australia. I regarded
the Physical suffering, the mental anguish.
and the suffering by the families of those
who were injured in industrial accidents,
as a very good reason why this House
should agree to the appointment of a
Select Committee.

At the time I moved the motion the
figure9 for 1972-73 were not available. I
have been able to establish, subsequently,
that those figures are not available be-
cause of another matter but I now have
the figures for 1973-74. These figures
show that the number of accidents is still
at the same level. There has been no
improvement in a period of three years.

Whilst I agree the Department of Labour
and Industry does Its best, as suggested

11331

by the Minister, that does not mean memo-
bers of Parliament should not have the op-
portunity to examine the situation In an
attempt to determine what is wrong with
the system in Western Australia. Is the
problem the fault of our legislation; is It
the fault of management; or is it the fault
of the lack of training courses?

What is the problem? Why do we have
30 000 accidents every year? These are the
reasons for my motion to appoint a Select
Committee composed of five members of
Parliament to call all the evidence avail-
able in Australia and to examine at first
hand the various types of industry in the
State: to draw on the research available
from other countries, and then to make
suitable recommendations to the Govern-
ment. I cannot see the reason for the op-
position to my motion, and the Minister
certainly did not produce any, except to
say that matters of safety are under con-
tinual review by the Government.

The night I moved the motion, I was
really surprised at the attitude of the
Minister. Before I had spoken for more
than a few minutes, he indicated clearly
that he opposed it. He was wrong then.
as he has been wrong on a number of
other occasions. Without any considera-
tion, the Minister jumps to conclusions
much too quickly. I will give several ex-
amples of this to prove my point. For
some unknown reason the Minister will
quickly jump to a conclusion on any mat-
ter, and then whatever happens, he will
stick to his attitude.

The Minister for Housing brought up the
matter of the Inspection of Machinery
Act. I remember last year. when the mem-
ber for South Perth was on this side of the
House, the Minister entered the debate
and called the Bill I had introduced the
most arrant piece of legislation to come
before the House and said that It would
place an extraordinary imposition on far-
mers. Twelve months have passed since
then, and the two clauses in that legisla-
tion which dealt with the registration of
farming machinery and the Provision to
regulate for the fitting of roller bars to
tractors, are now included in the legisla-
tion introduced here several weeks ago.
So the Minister had to eat his words and
agree with my argument-advanced 12
months agoi-that those particular provi-
sions should be included.

I will give another example of how
wrong the Minister is on occasions.
Several weeks after the change of Gov-
ernment, the Minister for LAbour and
Industry attacked the Tonkin Adminis-
tration over its immigration policy, and of
course, he attacked me particularly as I
was the Minister for Immigration last
year. He wound up his comments by say-
ing that the previous Minister for Immi-
gration-that is me-had even allowed the
Noalimba Rleception Centre to be used by
the board of the Murdoch University. It is
true we did that-
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Mr Jamleson. That Is what it was
Planned for originally.

Mr. HARMAN: We allowed the university
to use several blocks of the Nosallmba
Reception Centre which were not used for
their intended purpose whilst the uni-
versity was being erected. This action was,
condemned by the Minister, and be
accused me of being the terrible person
who had allowed this to happen. What
do we find now? Several weeks ago the
Minister for Labour and Industry agreed
that students attending the Murdoch
University could be accommodated at the
centre. So that is another example of
the Minister adopting an incorrect atti-
tude which he subsequently has to change.

Members will all recall that several
weeks ago the Minister for Labour and
Industry adopted a stand on what we
could term "back-door" immigration. He
took the view that people should be able
to enter the country on holiday visas, and
then stay if they wished. That was his
attitude, and of course he has been proved
to be wrong.

On this matter of industrial safety, the
Minister adopted an attitude immediately
I moved the motion. I Suppose he
wanted to protect his own image, but I
do not see how that was necessary because
he had been the Minister only Since April
Of this year. Really, I was not frying to
condemn him or his administration for the
30000 accidents each year. However.
unfortunately he adopted this attitude and
when the department saw the way the
Minister felt, all that was necessary was
for it to submit a report to the Minister
in harmony with his attitude. We cannot
blame the department for attempting to
protect itself because, after all, it is
responsible for the legislation in this State
dealing with industrial safety.

I appreciate the Problem of the Minister
for Housing, but I hoped somewhere along
the line, he could have, on behalf of the
Minister for Labour and Industry, pro-
vided some good reasons as to why the
Select Committee should not be appointed.
Unfortunately he has not done so. The
attitude of the Minister for Labour and
Industry will have an effect upon the
work force of Western Australia. The
Minister for Housing admitted himself
that during his six years as Minister for
Labour he got to know a good deal about
our work force. It is a pity that other
members on the Government side do not
try to learn something about it.

How many times do members say to the
manager of a factory, "Well, what are
Your workers like?" only to bear the
answer, "They start at 8.00 a.m., knock off
at 5.00 p.m., and that is about all I can
say." Whenever I bear that comment
from a manager I Immediately become sus-
picious. We Invariably find that such a
manager takes no interest in his workers
and that, as a result, the workers have no

Job satisfaction, the record of absenteeism
is very high, and the accident rate is very
high also. I believe a number of our firms
-probably the majority of them-
endeavour to adopt a different approach
to their workers, an approach designed to
give their workers job satisfaction.

Fortunately for the work force of West-
ern Australia, in 1972 along came a
Federal Labor Government which was
able to take some massive steps to improve
job satisfaction. The Australian Govern-
ment did this with a number of surveys
and research, results of which will be made
available shortly to employers in Western
Australia. All these Steps are designed to
assist management and the work force to
enter Into better relationships where job
satisfaction is achieved, and greater pro-
ductivity is obtained, with less absenteeism
and fewer industrial accidents. Unfort-
unately the Commonwealth Government
has not the legislative authority to do very
much about industrial safety. This
matter remains the Province of a State
Government. If a State Government
turns its back on the fact that
there are 30 000 accidents a year inl
Industry in Western Australia, it may well
be that the Australian Labor Government
will show somne interest in the reason for
this large number of accidents, of course,
as soon as the Australian Government does
this, the Premier will rear up and say,
"We do not want the Commonwealth to
interfere in this." However, the Premier
has done nothing about the problem.

The Premier has dismissed out of hand
our motion for five members of Parlia-
ment to Inquire into this matter. I wonder
whether this really reflects the attitude
shown previously by Liberal Governments,
not only on the question of Select Com-
mittees, but also on their approach to the
work force. Does it not show that the
coalition Government Is interested only
in the sectors of the community which put
it into power? Even though Govern-
ment members say they are interested In
all sections of the comnmunity, obviously
from their attitude towards this motion
calling for an Inquiry as to why there are
30 DOD industrial accidents a year, they
should have at least shown good reasons
for opposing the proposition, Of course,
they have not done this. My motion has
been rejected out of hand. Glovernment
members seem to say, "We can put up
with 30 000 accidents a year, one in 11 of
our work force being injured, an accident
occurring every four minutes of the day,
and with workers and their wives and fain-
Illes. suffering. We can stand all that and
we do not believe 'we should set up an in-
quiry to reduce the number of accidents."

Mr Nanovich: Do not forget that when
we get hurt our wives and families suffer
also.

Mr HARMAN: That is right, As all
members appreciate, an Inquiry was held
recently into occupational safety. This was
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conducted by Mr Justice Woodhouse and
Mr Justice Meares. In item 335 on Page
116, they say-

335. Too often in the past Auas-
tralians have regarded occupational
safety as the sole responsibility of
management. We disagree. We think
it most important that employees
should be involved too. In this regard
Swedish and British plans provide
patterns for Australia to adopt and
adapt. As was said in the Robents
report-

'The primary responsibility for
doing something about present levels
of occupational accidents and dis-
eases lies wvith those who create the
risks and those who woork with
them'. (Our emphasis)

Item 336 reads as follows-
336. Legislation for safety at work

is the responsibility of the various
State legislatures around Australia.
The situation is unsatisfactory. We
think legislation throughout Australia
Should provide for similar responsibili-
ties on the part of all employers. More
concerted efforts must be made to
Produce uniform laws.

These two gentlemen spent the last 12
months investigating occupational safety.
and they regard the Present situation as
unsatisfactory. In other parts of this re-
port they say that the statistics In relation
to accidents and the methods adopted to
obtain the statistics are unsatisfactory
also. The only way to obtain real statistics
is through the new Commonwealth legis-
lation which will deal with national com-
pensation.

I regret most sincerely that the Govern-
ment has taken the stand It has in regard
to the motion. It note in his reply the
Minister for Housing said that members
on the Government side of the House
reject my motion. I have always been an
optimist, and I hoped that even if the
Government took the stand it has, some
Government members would have exercised
their right to a free vote.

But of course this is not to be. It sur-
prised me, because, for instance, the mem-
ber for Pilbara represents a heavy indus-
trialised area, where accidents are fre-
quent. Just the other day, a Person was
dragged through a belt and killed. Al-
though the honourable member has only a
lease on that particular seat. I was sur-
prised that he did not support this motion.
The member for Bunbury also represents
an industrialised area. I would have
thought that, being conscious of the people
In his electorate who may be injured in
industrial accidents, he would have sup-
ported the motion.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: He Is mostly uncon-
scious!

Mr HARMAN: The member for Karrin-
yup and the member for Scarborough both
represent dormitory electorates In which

quite a lot of industry Is established. I
would have thought that they would have
seen fit to support my motion, considering
that 30000 Industrial accidents will occur
next year. They have denied the chance
for this matter to be examined with the
hope that In future years the incidence of
these accidents will be drastically reduced.
I am disappointed at the attitude they
have adopted and I am sure that when It
becomes known amongst their electorates
that they refused to support this motion,
their future in this Parliament will be
limited.

I realise the Minister for Labour has not
had the opportunity to reply to my
motion, not that I feel he would have been
able to add to what has come from the
other side; if he had had a good reason
for refusing to support my motion, he
would have advanced that reason to the
Minister for Housing.

Mr O'Neil: He made his speech by Inter-
jection.

Mr HARMAN: Anl he could say was
that the Government was keeping this
matter under review. In other words, the
Government does not mind having 30 000
Industrial accidents each Year.

Sir Charles Court: We do miAnd, and we
are doing something about it.

Mr HARMAN: If the Government cares,
It does not show It; otherwise, it might
attempt to do something about the 30 000
industrial accidents which occur in this
State each year. and would support my
motion. However, to my regret, the Gov-
ermnent has not seen fit to do so.

I know I speak on behalf of all the
workers of this State when I say that the
work force of Western Australia regrets
that the opportunity to examine the
matters we have put forward has been
lost, at least for the time being; it may be
necessary to move a similar motion next
session in the hope that the Government
might see the light and change Its
attitude.

Question Put and a division taken with
the following result-

Ayes 1'?
Mr Barnett
Mr Bryce
Mr B. 'T. Burke
Mr T. J. Burka
Mr Carr
Mr Davies
Ur T. D. Evans

Mr. Pletcher
Mr Itarualn

Mr Maukde
Mr Clarke
Sir Charles Court
Mr Cowart
Mr Coyne
Mrs Craig
Dr Dadour
Mr GroWn
Mr P. V. Joues
Mr MoPharil
Mr MCOsMros
Mr Nanoviob

Mr Jazzieson
Mr May
Mr Mclver
Mr Skidmore
Mr. Taylor
Mr. A. It. Tonkin
Mr J. T. Tonkin
Mr Moiler

(Teller)
Noss-23

Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr

O'Connor
Old
O'Nel
Ridge
Rushiton
Shalders
Sibron
Sod eman
Stephens
Watt
Young

trailer J
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Palm electoral rolls In the Eastern States with
AY"

Mr Bertram
Mr Eartrty
Wr H. fl. Evans
Mr T. B. Jon
Mr Bateman

Noes
Mr laurance
Mr Thompson
Mr Graydon
Mr Crane
Sir David Brand

Question thus negatived.
Motion defeated.

DEATH DUTY ASSESSMENT ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Returned
EWI returned from the Council without

amendment.

APPROPRIATION BILL
(CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND)

In Committee
Resumed from the 27th November. The

Deputy Chairman of Committees (Mr
Blaikie in the Chair; Sir Charles Court
(Treasurer) In charge of the Bill.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Progress
was reported after part 9 had been passed,
Parts 5 to 8 being postponed.

Part 5: Minister for Justice-

MR JAMIESON (Welshpool-fleputy
Leader of the Opposition) [9.37 p.m.]:
I refer members to the Electoral Depart-
mnent. For some Years there has been
activity to have one card for registration
on both Commonwealth and State elec-
toral rolls. All States apart from Queens-
land-I am not too sure what Is going on
there, nor is anybody else; guided democ-
racy is proceeding in that State in a man-
ner which is beyond me-and Western
Australia have Joint electoral rolls. In other
words, they have one enrolment card which
caters for both State and Federal enrol-
ments.

It is Just too silly for words that we
continue with the old practice of having
separate cards and do not move quickly to
conform with the rest of Australia. An
agreement already has been signed between
the Governor General and the Governor
of this State and all that is required is a
couple of minor amendments to the Elec-
toral Act. I am sure members would not
object to this, as it would tidy up the
situation.

There Is nothing more confusing to the
Public than a multiplicity of enrolment
cards. Surely now that all enrolmients are
on the same franchise basis throughout
Australia, the sensible thing to do would
be to enter into an arrangement with the
Commonwealth for joint rolls to be pro-
vided. Not only would this be convenient
for the public and a great benefit to all
Political parties but also the State Gov-
ernment would be able to save about
$200 000 annually. That is not a small
amount of money. My statement is borne
out when one compares the cost of keeping

the cost incurred here.
The keeping of separate rolls has created

quite unnecessary duplication of voter sta-
titics and I do not know why the Gov-
ernment is persisting with the system. The
previous Liberal-Country Party Govern-
ment did not seem to be too happy with
the idea. The then Minister for Justice
never gave any reason for this, except that
he was not very keen, for some reason or
another.

I realise that some technicalities would
need to be cleared up, but this could be
achieved by small amendments to the Act.
I hope the Premier takes notice of what
I am saying because he stands to save at
least $200 000 a year. Granted, much of
the staff in the Electoral Office will be
transferred to other government depart-
ments, but, on a practical departmental
accounting basis, there will be a saving.
This needs urgent attention and should
not be swept underneath the carpet again,
particularly in the light of the fact that,
once the daylight saving referendum is
over, there is little likelihood in the present
political climate of a State or Federal elec-
tion for some time. This will allow the
department time to convert to the joint
roll system. If it is not done on this oc-
casion, it will be delayed for some consider-
able time because we will run into Senate
and House of Representatives elections and
State elections. There is no reason we
should not proceed with my proposal; all
the basic work has been done and the Gov-
ernment merely has to introduce legisla-
tion to provide for joint rolls.

I also believe it is high time we ex-
amined the basis of Legislative Council re-
presentation. It is a bad thing that there
is such small representation in the Council
of such a large Proportion of the popula-
tion of the State. Five provinces cater for
something like '700 000 people, while the
rest of the State comprising about 400 000
people is divided into 10 provinces. This
to me is an even worse gerrymandering of
the electoral boundaries than the Legis-
lative Assembly boundaries and, heaven
knows, they are bad enough.

It is high time the metropolitan area
received a little more of the Legislative
Council cake, instead of being restricted
to only a small percentage.

I should like the relevant Minister to
direct these matters to the attention of
the Minister for Justice in another place
to see whether some action cannot be
taken fairly quickly to get the electoral
rolls on a uniform basis.

MIR O'NEIL (East Melville-Minister for
Works) [9.44 P.m.]: I thank the honour-
able member for his comments on this
part. I undertake to convey his remarks
to the Minister for Justice In another
Place.
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Vote: Crown Law. $9 74400-put and
Passed.

Vote: Electoral. $353 000--put and passed.
Vote: Licensing, $170 000-put and Passed.
Part 6: Minister for Police, Traffic and

Traffic Safety-
MR JAMIESON (Welshpool-DePuty

leader of the Opposition) [9.45 P.m.):
Before dealing with the question of
future transport in the City of Perth.
I would like to deal with the harassment
of people who are engaged In social work.
Reports of such harassment have
appeared in the Press in the last few days
since certain raids were made by the CIB
on People associated with the Abortion
Information Service.

As you know, Mr Chairman, both you
and I sat as members on an Honorary
Royal Commission earlier in the year which,
although It did not hear evidence regard-
ing abortions, took evidence on sex and
sexual practices in their many and varied
and complicated forms. As a result of that
experience I think you will be aware we
gained some sort of knowledge that it was
unwise to deal with the private lives of
People especially when they were not
Interfering with the lives of others.

Mr Nanovich: Legal or illegal?
Mr JAMIESON: I am not interested In

the honourable member's sex practices.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Deputy

Leader of the Opposition will address the
Chair.

Mr JAMIESON: The position is that
many people throughout the world after
making studies of what has happened
have come to the realisation that what
goes on within the bedrooms of various
individuals is no business of or concern
to the general Public, and generally that
is the correct view to take.

The Premier, of course, adopts a very
Victorian attitude towards this subject In
that he considers an individual should
ensure that nothing does occur so that
pregnancy will not follow and therefore
there would be no problem, but of course
that Is a very mundane attitude to adopt
In our modern-day society, when such
problems arise a person should be able to
consult with some other person to discuss
the Problem and as long as this Is done
within reasonable bounds and does not
interfere with anyone it is high time we
stopped harassing such people and those
who are members of organisations who
give such a service.

It is all right for the male to adopt such
an attitude, because he leaves his visiting
card and there is no further worry but
very often the female involved In this
problem has to sort out her future life and
she should have the opportunity to confide
in some other person and, when she does
so, she should not be harassed. This Is

the situation we have reached in the last
few days and it is to be deplored.

Everyone would hope that abortions are
limited to only very necessitous cases. I
do not think our womenfolk in the com-
munity, nor our menfolk for that matter,
are immoral enough to cause an undue
number of pregnancies and then seek to
have abortions all the time, but such cases
do occur, We have to face up to the fact
that there is a problem in the community
which could be very distressing to many
individuals. Sometimes a female becomes
involved with a married man and it is
generally considered that that is her fault.
and maybe it is. But why cause her any
further worry if there Is some way to
overcome the distress to which she has
already been subjected by some means of
modem science without indulging in all
the niceties and refinements concerning
her actions and introducing religious con-
siderations?

Incidentally, should any member wish
to read my ideas on religious considera-
tions they should look up past Hlansards
because even the Catholic section of the
community did not disagree with my dir-
ection to society on that occasion because
it was understandable that they could
realise there were two sides to every
question. In my opinion a person has the
right to do what he will. If a male goes
around spoiling wherever he likes that is
considered to be all right, but if a female
acts in the same way that is considered
by society to be something terrible and
she is generally told, "You just carry the
baby and love it whether you like It or
not." That is a very unreal attitude in
this day and age. This is the year 1974
and we have come a long way since the
Victorian era when women used to wear
a great many clothes which enabled them
to hide their pregnancies and probably,
as a result of practising infanticide, cast
off their children. That day has gone,
and I am glad. We are living now in a
more respected society which can handle
its own problems.

However, I do not think the community
is so morally decadent that if a little con-
sideration Is shown by some authority, ')r
even if steps are taken to change our
abortion laws, that this would result In
every female rushing around copulating
everywhere and then wanting to be aborted.
I do not think that would occur. Admit-
tedly there would be a certain percentage
of women who would indulge in such prac-
tice. Of course, if steps were taken to
amend our abortion laws and some con-
sideration was shown to females along
these lines, we would soon have People
pointing to statistics and saying that they
show the rate of abortion has increased
since it was liberalised.

The same was said about betting when
steps were first taken to have it legalised.
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Previously we did not know to what extent
people engaged in betting. We could guess
but we could not tell exactly. However,
when we legalised betting we discovered
to what extent betting was taking place.
Very little betting is done outside the law
now. Some breaches of the Act do occur,
but in the main betting has been brought
within a legal ambit and we know to what
extent it is Increasing, Of course betting
is increasing, but I do Dot think that If
abortion were legalised it would Increase
to any great extent.

Sir Charles Court: Before you leave that
question, I would point out that there are
mixed views on both sides of the Chamber
on this subject, but those who are opposed
to abortion on demand that you are advo-
cating have never opposed counselling
services.

Mr JAM=SON: This seems to be pass-
ing strange.

Sir Charles Court: No, it is not. That Is,
genuine counselling services.

Mr JAMIESON: I do not know what the
Premier calls a genuine counselling service.
Say someone comes along to another person
and says, 'Could you advise me? I am
several days overdue in my periods and I
have been involved with this fellow who
has whizzed off somewhere or other." Is
that a genuine counselling service or does
the Premier consider it to be some form
of abortion?

Sir Charles Court: I am talking about
counselling services where people can
obtain proper advice before they reach
that stage.

Mr JAMIESON: This, of course, is the
Victorian attitude adopted by the Premier,
and I do not think we can convince him
because that attitude is set in his mind
in regard to all sexual relationships and
it is probably the system the Premier
adopted himself during his life. In say-
Ing that I do not think any member
would think I am used to racing around
like a gigolo even if I would like to. I
think I have my limitations.

Sir Charles Court: Stranger things
have happened.

Mr JAMIEsON;, maybe, but the posi-
tion is one that needs serious considera-
tion and we should not trifle with the
lives of females in the community just
because we are a group of men who con-
sider we are right and they are wrong:
that we take the attitude of "You got
yourself into the mess and it is your prob-
lem to do something about It."

Let me now refer to something which is
serious as far as the City of Perth is
concerned. I1 refer to the Perth Central
City Railway Feasibility Study: Report
in Briel. I am glad this is a report In
brief, because as I proceed members will
see that we will be involved in many
problems if there is nothing further to

be reported eventually. In the first place,
if I were in the position I was in when
I commissioned this report, Wilbur Smith
and Associates, the firm that issued it,
would not be paid, because it has not
reported on what it was commissioned to
do and I defy anybody to show me that
it has.

As is known, when the services of Wil-
bur Smith and Associates were accepted
they were considered to be a well-known
firm that had made many underground-
ing railway studies right throughout the
world. Currently it is doing a study In
Singapore. It has conducted one In
Athens and I think it carried out a study
in Caracas. It has also superintended a
number of other studies. As a conse-
qiuence of its know-how and in view of
the terms of its commission It was thought
advisable to commission a firm such as
this to study the Perth railway system
so it could advise fully on the under-
grounding of our suburban railway sys-
tem.

There is no doubt in my mind that the
previous Government never intended a
report such as this to be Issued in the
form of a recommendation to introduce
a busway. If that had been our inten-
tion we had abundant information from
the Nielsen report and a further updat-
Ing of that information from the Knox
report which came out following a fur-
ther study of the Nielsen scheme. We
were in possession of all that informa-
tion. We did not need any information
on buaways and, as a consequence, when
the Labor Government opted for the
undergrounding of the railway In look-
ing to the future we did not want to fall
into the trap that other cities, such as
Washington, have fallen into. in 1901
Washington had a population of less Pro-
portions than the City of Perth. It Swept
away the Idea of undergrounding its rail-
way system, but now it has come back to
it and It will cost that city bilons and
billions of dollars to put in an under-
ground system because It Involves large
buildings and other impediments in the
way of the undergrounding development.

I asked for papers to be tabled to indi-
cate to me an earlier reference in regard
to what this firmn was commissioned to
do and to see if what I anticipated should
be there was actually there. However
attached to the agreement--and I am
obliged to the Minister for doing this be-
cause they have refreshed my memory
and some of them I did not even know
were in existence-were minutes of the
Perth Regional Transport Co-ordinating
Committee. Those minutes dealt with
various items. I had not seen those be-
cause they had not been made available
to me. it is true that Mr Knox, as the
chairman of that group, did submit to
the then Cabinet subcommittee a sugges-
tion to change the lines of thought to
other avenues we had been thinking about
earlier. In a series of suggestions he
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said, "Well, let us look at the under-
grounding of the existing railway on the
existing alignment on a 'do nothing'
basis." Of course, if we do not want to
spend money that is the best thing to
do and so let everybody get muddled
up. If money is then spent it is done
in the confusion of the economics of the
City of Perth.

The other suggestion submitted by Mr
Knox was "Electrify the railway on the
existing alignment" and then, "Electrify
the railway but sink it two to three feet."
Another suggestion was, "underground an
electric railway on the existing alignment".
The next suggestion was, 'underground
an electric railway, cut and cover under
Murray Street." This was followed with,
"Underground the electric railway, cut
and cover-using a loop-one leg of the
loop on the existing alignment, and the
other leg of the loop on St. George's Ter-
race." Then, the final suggestion was, " dA

busway replacing the railway system; i e.,
the Nielsen plan."

In his report Mr Knox then went on to
say quickly-

We have only included the Nielsen
plan, which we know to be contrary
to Government policy, at the request
of the Commonwealth who we under-
stand want to use the economic
homework we do as a basis for sim-
iar work on busways vis-a-vis elec-
tric underground railways in other
States.

Mr O'Connor: It is understandable you
would not see the documents. So many go
through you could not see them all.

Mr JAMIESON: The point is that the
commission was on a different basis al-
together from the report. I was not sure
then. The answer indicated that the bus-
way inclusion was a Commnonwealth re-
quiremnent. Then I asked whether there
were any papers on this. It is a strange
situation when the Federal Government is
being Involved in thousands of dollars on
some sort of verbal agreement the Min-
ister made with the company.

Mr O'Connor: Are you referring to the
Commonwealth Minister?

Mr JAMI.ESON: No. I am referring to
myself as the then Minister and the
agreement made with the company on the
30th October, 1973. The Minister's reply
to my question included the following-

During November and December
1973 there were discussions between
the Bureau of Transport Economics
and the Perth Regional Transport Co-
ordinating Committee on the precise
details of the consultants work pro-
gramme. During these discussions the
B.T.E. made it clear that for their
own purposes they wished to have
the PERTS 70 economic evaluations
of the busway updated so that a bus-
way alternative could be properly
compared with the other alternatives.

No doubt this is true. They may have
wanted It for their own purposes, but the
agreement signed by the investigating
company had nothing to do with that. It
was just an aside. However, let us look at
the report. It Is practically all dealing
with a busway. We may as well throw it
out the window and go back to Nielsen's
report because he was far more thorough.
This other report has given no thought
to the problems which will be experienced.

I do not know whether the Minister has
thought of them either. For instance, It
will be a nice old tangle making a busway
to Midland Junction when provision must
be made for the busway in the cutting in
Mt. Lawley and in the otber areas where
the standard gauge railway exists. That
would be a nice old kerfuffie.

What about the problems of those people
who have a sound service at the moment
between Pinjarra and Perth and Bunbury
and Perth? They will be stopping at
Arrnadale and will then have to find their
own way by bus or some other means to
the city.

it is a dreadful botch-patch of a report
and it is disjointed. Before I left office the
scheme favoured was the loop underground
system under which no-one would have
more than 500 metres to walk to a station.
This was an attraction for people to en-
courage them to use the system. After all,
if we wish to persuade people to leave
their cars at home and use public trans-
port, such transport must be attractive,
and the loop system was the cheaper of
the two major underground systems
studied.

The consultants attached the Murray
Street underground railway to the north-
west loop, but they did not do a study in
the preliminary report on attaching that
to the loop underground railway. When
they came to see me at the time I asked
the advisers whether the north-west sec-
tion could be attached to the loop without
overcrowding it and they told me it could
be and that the south-west section could
be attached later if necessary without
overcrowding the section. I then thought
that that would be the best system.

About early February I pointed out that
they had omitted to take into considera-
tion the problems involved with the huge
crowds which attended Gloucester Park
and the WACA ground at one end of the
system and Subiaco oval at the other end.
As they were here during the inter-
dominion trotting carnival and some shield
matches, they were able to gain a fair
assessment of the situation. Consequently
they were able to make a fair assessment
of the traffc involved in those sporting
activities, later they were able to assess
the situation at the Subiaco end following
the statistics in regard to football grand
finals,

Taking all these facts into consideration
I believed that the report would favour
the loop underground system, it being
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cheaper than the double-width tunnel
Proposed under Murray Street. For the
information of members I would indicate
that the loop underground would be cut
below the freeway in front of Parliament
House and the nearest station would be
in Parliament Place, serving the many
office buildings In the area. It then would
Proceed to Subiaco. For some reason or
other they did not do a study to link It
up with the north-west loop. They did one
on the Murray Street underground and
stopped short of the other one. It seemed
to be only a halfhearted attempt.

In their report they said that in about
1993 the loss on the underground system
would be approximately twice the loss
which would occur It we did virtually
nothing. Of course this would be the
Situation, but how can we measure the
value to the community of its having a
station within 500 metres of work anywhere
In the city? It would be invaluable to those
who have premises in the city for their
staff to have access to transport without
their having to be Jammed up on busways,
freeways, and so on. How can such matters
be weighed against revenue loss? It can-
not be. Other considerations must be
studied and taken Into account. It is all
very well for the consultants to submit
their ideas, but they just would not work.

Someone said that many cities in
America had gone In for busways, and one
referred to particularly is a city In which
I happened to be recently. I amn referring
actually to the twin cities of Minneapolis
and St. Paul on the Mississippi In the State
of Minnesota. However, the busway system
Just does not work there. They have a
mail like we have in Hay Street~ only about
twice as wide. No traffic except buses
Passes through the centre of the city.
The people have reasonable access to free-
ways once they get out of the city a bit and
they can move along for a while although
outside the city they have no particular
busways. They can use the rapid section
lanes. When they get off the runways into
the city centre, the traffic, just gums up.
On one Thursday evening I found It more
convenient to walk nearly three miles in-
stead of travelling by public transport
because of the gumming up of the traffic
in and out of the city. That city is no
bigger than Perth, although St would have
a bigger twin city population.

The situation was similar In the other
cities where I managed to investigate this
problem, and these Included cities in the
Soviet, on the Continent, and in America
Itself. All these countries are going under-
ground because this provides a second level
of transport. All forms of transport are not
sharing the one level.

it Is all very well for people to advocate
the creation of busways, but as soon as they
are established, pressures are brought to
bear by the Police Force, ambulance asso-
ciations, and so on, until they are given
Permission to use the busways.

The CHAIRMAN: The Deputy Lea-der of
the Opposition has five minutes.

Mr JAMIESON: In Sydney and other
places, anyone who has three or more per-
sons in a car can use the busway. Before
very long, because of pressure by the
public, the buaways are open to all and
sundry. That Is the trouble with having
a. nontrack-type transport system. If cars
can be used on an area set aside for a
particular form of transport, eventually
because of pressure by the public, this will
occur. If an underground railway system
is established, cars just cannot utilise the
area and so it will be retained for its
original purpose of commuter passengers.

A good evaluation of all possibilities
should be made. Many problems will be
experienced if busways are established to
Midland and other such areas where the
standard gauge railway is established.

In the remaining few moments I have
left, I wish to reiterate that Wilbur Smith
and Associates would have done better to
stick to their commission. I do not know
how Mr Knox fared today. I understand
he was to endeavour to convince members
of the railway union that this report was
a right and proper one. I imagine that if
there is anything left of him, it will not
be worth seeing, because when I was in
there batting for them they were quite
ferocious, because they thought I wanted
to do them some harm. When they see
this report, they will be convinced some-
one is trying to harm them.

I checked up with Mr Henley who deals
with the business side of the committee
as a union representative and he said that
under no circumnstances would they have
considered an extension into this other
evaluation merely because of some Com-
monwealth requirement. I am sure the
Commissioner of Railways would agree,
too.

And what did we get, anyway? All we
have received is a report on Nielsen's
evaluation. He is an expert in his own
right. I was satisfied with him. The Min-
ister told him we were not satisfied that
that was the optimum type of procedure we
wanted for Perth. Then, when asked on
television how he would go about closing
down the railways he said that the Fre-
mantle line would be closed first and re-
placed by a busway and the others would
be closed progressively. This was all be-
fore the final report was out.

If the final report is no better than this
one, I suggest that the Minister should
Stop them now, because I understand they
are after 10 per cent overrun penalty, and
by the time it is finished they will prob-
ably want more, and their report will be
no better than Nielsen's. If they had stuck
to the study they were requested to make,
they would have not run into financial
trouble and we would have received a
better report.
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MR A. R. TONEKIN (Morley) 110.13
p.m.]: I understand each speaker has 30
minutes.

The CHAIRMAN: That is right.
Mr A. ft. TONKIN: I wish very briefly

to raise two matters, the first In relation
to recreation vehicles. I raised this mat-
ter with the Minister for Police before this
Parliament assembled and suggested that
we should have a special session to deal
with the matter. However, his sense of
urgency was not similar to mine and a
special session was not held, neither has
legislation been introduced since we have
been in session, Of course, there may be
difficulties.

Mr O'Connor: There are.
Mr A. R. TONKIN: Also objections will

be raised. There will be lobbying from
various motor cycle clubs, and so on. No
doubt they do a good job, but we must
legislate for the majority.

Some of these people are very young
and they are using footpaths, recreation
reserves, front lawns, roads, and vacant
blocks alongside houses. Although I realise
that noise is a matter which comes under
the Minister for Health, I must mention
at this point that the noise from these
machines is causing a great deal of in-
convenience.

I first raised this matter because of an
Incident Involving a little girl, a daughter
of one of my constituents. She was
knocked over by a machine driven by a
young boy of about 12 years of age. What
would have been the position if she had
been badly injured or killed? It seems
that the use of these machines is quite
legal.

I think It Is ridiculous that we should
say people cannot drive a vehicle on a
road until they are 17 but off a road a
child of two, three, four, or five years of
age can do anything,

Mr Nanovich: That is not Correct. Even
on the road verge you cannot do anything.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I did not say the
road verge, I said off a road, which In-
cludes the verge. It Is a fact that once
one is off a designated road one can do
much as one likes. There are remedies
at common law but I do not think that
is adequate. 1 ask the Government to
get off Its posterior and deal with this
matter. I hope legislation Is brought
down very early in the next session of the
Twenty-eighth Parliament. It is no good
saying we will look at it; it is a serious
matter.

I will read a letter from a constituent
of mine-

Crown Land encompassed by Morley
Drive, Alexander Drive and Light
Street is being used by riders of trail
bikes most weekends, public holidays
and evenings, with the obvious result
that residents in this area are being

subjected to constant noise Pollution.
the virgin bush is being rapidly des-
troyed and the lives of nearby resi-
dents made generally Intolerable...

It seems to me that If the position
is as stated, the only recourse for
residents in this area is to form them-
self into a "Citizens Action Group"-

That sends shivers down my spine, but if
it happens It will be our fault because we
have done nothing. The letter continues-

-and with the support of the Many
other citizens obviously being sub-
jected to the same form of terrorism
meet to decide on what form of direct
action is considered necessary to re-
solve a serious problem that neither
State or Local Government Authority
apparently consider to be of sufficient
magnitude to treat the matter as one
of urgency.

I do not agree that direct action should
be taken but I can understand the des-
peration of people who see a mob of legis-
lators who have been assembled In Parlia-
ment for some months and have done
nothing about this problem.

I would just like to mention the question
of married policewomen. The fact that a
Policewoman or anyone else is married is
completely irrelevant to the job that per-
son does. I will say something about this
in regard to teachers later on. We live In
an almost feudal situation: when a person's
marital status changes or her personal life
changes, there is an alteration to her em,-
ployment status which has nothing to do
with her ability as a policewoman, flat
is archaic.

MR P. V. JONES (Narroglin (10.1'7
p.m.]: In the last week there have been
in MY electorate some civil disturbances
which have received considerable publicity.
The Minister has been very co-operative
about making Police available to assist
In this matter, as have the officers al-
ready stationed In Narrogin.

These disturbances have brought to a
bead the fact that It is very difficult to
transfer Personnel Into the area unless
adequate facilities, housing, and so on are
provided for senior police personnel. I em-
phasise the word "senior". At the present
time there is a shortage of housing and
the officer in charge of the district has
drawn my attention to the fact that he is
unable to obtain senior police Personnel
who are experienced in dealing with the
problems we have In the area because of
difficulties In housing them. We have lust
managed to obtain a house in Williams,
but I ask the Minister to give considera-
tion to this aspect.

I also mention the provision of police
stations. In the town of Pingelly-where
one in four of the population is Aboriginal
and at the present time they are Aborig-
Ines on the move-we have a police
station which was built In 1911. It is of
the type where the resident officer lives
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in the same building. The common wall
of the living room of the residence and
the detention room of the pollee station
is one brick in width, and while the family
is in the living room it is quite certain
that In the detention area there will be
drunken Aborigines rioting and making a
noise. This makes it difficult to persuade
suitable police personnel to transfer to the
station.

I appreciate it is difficult for the Min-
ister suddenly to produce police stations,
but I ask that the matter be given consid-
eration, because new police station build-
ings for Pingelly and Brookton have been
on the Estimates for some years and the
shire councils were told the matter would
receive consideration this year. If we
could receive some advice in this matter it
would greatly assist in dealing with the
problems being experienced at the present
time.

MR T. J. BURKE (Perth) (iO.19 pm.]:
The Bill relating to the road traffic auth-
ority has passed through this House. In
his second reading speech the Minister
Indicated it would cost $5 528 200 to fund
the authority. The Opposition Is concerned
that in part 2 item 193 makes provision
for $700 000 for sundry services for the
road traffic authority. There is a big gap
between $5 526 200 and $700 000 and we
would like to know how the minister will
fund the other $4 826 200.

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park) [10.20
pm.: I will not embarrass the Minister
by referring to the difficulty I had in get-
ting a reply from him regarding the
Victoria Park traffic office. I eventually
received a reply saying the office would be
relocated when some more land hadl been
found for it.

The traffic office has now become some-
thing of a traffic hazard with people lining
up for an hour or longer to have vehicles
inspected prior to licensing. The facilities
are totally Inadequate and their replace-
ment must be a matter of urgency.

Some property right alongside the police
station was auctioned recently, but I
understand no representative of the Gov-
ernment, the Police Department, or the
Department of Motor Vehicles was present
to bid for the property. When I Inquired
the reason for this I was told there was no
necessity to try to obtain the property
because the department already had land
in the Bentley area.

Mr O'Connor: It Is a bit far out.
Mr DAVIES: Yes, but it will not be

possible to obtain land In Victoria Park
without Paying a tremendous price for It.
There Is a large number of motor dealers
in Victoria Park and they roster theft
employees to get to the traffic office early
In the morning and reserve a Place for
them. it is an expensive and time-con-
miming busines. The facilities were In-
adequate when I became the member for

the district in i961. They were improved
over the years but they are now completely
inadequate, and a decision on resiting is
needed quickly.

MR O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley-Minister
for Transport) [10.22 pm.]: I will en-
deavour to answer the questions asked by
members. The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition made a comment about the
police raiding premises where a group of
people were involved with abortion.

Mr Davies: The Abortion Information
Service.

Mr O'CONNOR: I believe the people
concerned were probably a little foolish.
Advertisements were placed in the news-
papers advising people wanting abortions
to contact them. If they wanted this to be
done quietly they did not go about it in the
right way.

Not all abortions are illegal. If a per-
son requiring an abortion obtains certifi-
cates from two doctors and meets the re-
quirements laid down, an abortion can be
performed. Members must realise that
Parliament makes the laws and we must
go along with them. It is the duty of the
police to see the laws are carried out. If
People are not breaking the laws there is
no problem. If the laws are wrong it is
Parliament's duty to alter them.

Mr Skidmore: It is difficult at times.

Mr O'CONNOR: Not if it is correct.
Mr A. R. Tonkin: It is difficult in Op-

position.
Mr O'CONNOR: The members know

Parliament makes the laws and if Parlia-
ment rejects amendments we have to go
along with the law but surely they do not
expect me to ask the Police to break the
law. Whether the laws are right or wrong
People have nothing to worry about if they
have not broken the law. I will not interfere
with the work of the police and instruct
them to leave alone people who have been
breaking the law.

I do not know whether or not charges
will be laid. Members will be advised In
due course.

The member went on to mention the
Wilbur Smith report. We know the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition has been
concerned about this matter for some time.
He had a bug himself to have the under-
grounding run through Hay Street. We
opposed It because we did not believe It
was feasible. I do no want to go into the
rail sinking aspect because one could spend
a considerable time on that.

He restricted the terms of reference
so that Wilbur Smith could not bring
back the best that was required but only
what the honourable member wanted.
Apparently the Commonwealth was not
Prepared to go along with it and made a
request that the biisway be included; and
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Wilbur Smith came back with a report
supporting the previous comments made
by Bob Nielsen.

Mr Jamieson: They have not a written
agreement. Wilbur Smith has no chance
of getting any money legally.

Mr O'CONNOR: The Commonwealth
made the request and the Commonwealth
is paying two-thirds of the cost of the
report.

Mr Jamieson: The Commonwealth
originally allowed us to make the deter-
mination and sign the agreement. I signed
it.

Mr O'CONNOR; The Commonwealth
has now come up with the money for the
additional work Wilbur Smith did.

Mr Jamieson: Including the 10 per cent
overrun?

Mr O'CONNOR: I do not know about
that. If we want a study done we should
not close the study and restrict the in-
dividueals. They are making a report which
they think is best financially and for the
public generally. I think it would have
been unwise to say "You can only do a
report on this section because that Is the
only section we like." I think we should
allow the consultants to report on the total
situation.

Mr Jamieson: The Minister has missed
the point, We did not need a report on
that because we knew the cost of It.

Mr O'CONNOR: I agree with the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition. His Government
was responsible for this, and three years
and $500 000 later they have come back
with the same report

Mr Jamieson: No, because that report
was never requested. The evaluations they
asked to be allowed to do were for com-
parative purposes in the Eastern States.

Mr O'CONNOR: At the moment Cabinet
has made no decision on this matter, and
it is not likely to make a decision for some
time because this is only an interim report
and much work yet remains to be done.

Mr Jamnieson: It should do a damn
sight betterr otherwise you should refuse
to pay for it.

Mr O'CONNOR: I do not think the
Deputy leader of the Opposition would
agree to any report other than the one he
put forward originally.

Mr Jamieson: I did not put it forward;
that Is not the one I put forward.

Mr O'CONNOR: Several reports have
been presented. The honourable member
would be aware of those reports, and he
would have studied them as I have. The
point I make is that as far as we are
concerned no decision has been made nor
Is one likely to be made In the near future.

Mr Davies: Has the Commonwealth
asked in writing for the terms of this?

Mr O'CONNOR: No. this was done dur-
Ing the term of the previous Government.
I have not seen anything in writing; I
believe it was done verbally.

Mr Jamieson: The Commonwealth has
sponsored South Australia and Queensland
for the same type of thing that you are
running away from.

Mr O'CONNOR: I am not running away
from anything.

Mr Jamieson: You are running away
from electrification.

Mr O'CONNOR: I am not running away
from electrification. Have I said we cannot
have electrification? The Deputy Leader
of the Opposition said that I said we would
Pull up the Premantle line, but I said
nothing of the sort.

Mr Jamieson: I watched you on tele-
vision.

Mr O'CONNOR: The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition misquoted me. I said the
recommendation of Wilbur Smith was still
to take up the Fremantle section of the
railway line and to install a busway.

Mr Jamieson: No, you didn't. You said,
"We wI". I was listening to you.

Mr O'CONNOR: I do not agree with
the honourable member. Thene Is nothing
firm about this at the moment because
we have made no decision on it.

Mr Jamieson: After you said that I imn-
mediately discussed It with one of your
brother Ministers and he said, "It sur-
prises me, because we have not considered
it."

Mr O'CONNOR: It surprises me, too.
Mr A. R. Tonkin: We are all surprised!
Mr O'CONNOR: It was Wilbur Smith's

recommendation that that be done, and I
endeavoured to explain on television what
Wilbur Smith had recommended. I did
say on television-and I did not see the
Playback, so I do not know whether or
not it was cut-that no recommendation
had been made by the Government. I
also made the point that it would be some
time before a decision was made.

The member for Morley referred to
beach buggies and unlicensed vehicles.

Mr A. R. Tonkin:- And trail bikes.

Mr O'CONNOR: Yes. These are caus-
ing us some concern. He drew my atten-
tion to this matter earlier in the year,
and I referred it to both the Department
of Motor Vehicles and the Commissioner
of Police. They presented reports, as did
the recreation department through the
Minister for Recreation, and a report Is
presently before Cabinet. The member for
Morley said we have been tardy In con-
nection with this matter. His Government
was in office for three years, but It did
not do anything; and he has been in Par-
iament for some time, but 1 have not seen
a private member's Bill.
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Mr A. R. Tonkin: Are you suggesting I
do not speak enough in this place?

Mr O'CONNOR: I am not suggesting
that at all. However. I am suggesting that
if we have been tardy then others have
been much more tardy because we have
been in office for only six months.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Let us get rid of the
tardiness,

Mr O'CONNOR: Fair enough. We have
not completed our work on this, and our
report is at present before Cabinet. Legis-
lation has not gone through Cabinet yet,
but It has been Prepared.

Mr Davies: That study was on the way
before we left office. In answer to a ques-
tion yesterday the Minister representing
the Minister for Recreation said it had
been completed and legislation would be
introduced in March.

Mr O'CONNOR: The report is before
Cabinet at the moment. I obtained separ-
ate reports from the Department of Motor
Vehicles and the Commissioner of Police,
following requests made by the member for
Morley and other members.

Mr Davies: The Minister said yesterday
a decision had been arrived at.

Mr O'CONNOR: The details have been
completed, and the matter is before Cabi-
net at the moment and has been for some
two or three weeks.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Can we expect legis-
lation in March?

Mr O'CONNOR: That depends on th
decision of Cabinet. I would think it Is
not unreasonable to expect early legisla-
tion, because as the member for Morley
pointed out, there are a number of areas
of concern. He referred to the matter of
the destruction of the environment. This
is occurring not only on the beaches, but
also In areas like Morley. I have seen
people riding trail bikes through these
areas on my way to and from work. There
is also the problem associated with the
lack of third party Insurance; and then
there is the noise nuisance which worries
some people in certain areas.

As we know, most of these bikes are un-
licensed, and many are ridden by children.
This is causing us a great deal of concern.
I can assure the member for Morley the
detail is before Cabinet and I expect a
decision to be made within the next two
or three weeks.

The other point made by the member
for Morley was In connection with pollee-
women. I have discussed this matter as
recently as last Thursday with the Com-
missioner of Police and the Police Union.
Here again. I expect some alterations to
be made to the regulations in connection
with this matter.

me member for Narrogin referred to
the problems he has In Narrogin with
Aborigines, and said the police station Is
a little under strength at tines. It is very
difficult for us to maintain the numbers
of police in an area such as this, especi-
ally when we have outside people causing
some of the problems.

Mr Skidmore: Why not use the flying
squad?

Mr O'CONNOR: Is the member referring
to the squad which chased the bikies some
time ago?

Mr Skidimore., The ones who went to
Busselton last weekend; they could have
gone to Narrogla.

Mr O'CONNOR: I was speaking to
Deputy Commissioner Leach recently. He
has this squad under his control. It Is
intended to use the squad In cases such
as that. As a matter of fact, be heard the
day before yesterday that more problems
were likely to develop, and the squad was
made ready to go to a certain area. Prob-
ably it would take the squad two hours to
reach the area, but it Is ready for action
and we hope to use it when problems
arise. Recently we sent a vehicle to
Narrogin to assist in the mobility of the
police there. The Commissioner of Police
Is looking into other ways and means of
providing assistance to the Narrogin area.

The honourable member also mentioned
the problem of the Pingelly-Brookton
Police station. This has been a hardy
annual for some time. We hoped to
include the station in the Estimates, but
once again until finance is available I can
give no guarantee when the work will be
proceeded with.

The member for Perth asked a question
In connection with the road traffic
authority. He referred to the fact that
an amount of only $700 000 is included In
this year's Estimates. We expect the
authority to get under way In Marchi or
April. I advised members previously that
the takeover will be made over something
like 18 months. The amount of $700 000
is to cover the proportion of the takeover
which will be completed In the present
financial year and the balance of $4 mil-
lion will be made available in the next wo
financial years.

I would advise the member for Victoria
Park that I sympathise with him because
there is a problem in Victoria Park, and
there Is a very busy highway adjacent to
the office in question. I have spoken to
the commissioner regarding this problem.
and I agree that something must be done.
I wI confer again with the appropriate
Minister regarding the Bentley land, and
endeavour to have this office shifted there
as soon as possible. While at the moment
some inconvenience may be caused to
people In the area as a result of the wait-
ing time, it is hoped to alleviate this prob-
lem in the future.
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Votes: Police, $23 387 000; Motor
Veicles. $2 893 000--put and Passed.

Fart 7: Minister for Education-

MR T. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlie) f(10.39
P.m.]: This part relates to the administra-
tion imparted to the Minister for Educa-
tion. With the advent of the Australian
Government In 1072 we saw a blazing light
mounted on a hitherto dark horizon when
the Australian Schools Commission was
established.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Hear, hear!
Mr T. D. EVANS: Even today when the

commission-a statutory body-is a
ft accompli and a body which 1 believe

will be with us for all time, people still
refer to the moneys which have been
made available to the causes of education
as Karmel moneys, no doubt honouring
the chairman of the initial committee es-
tablished by the Australian Government.

When I was speaking on the General
Loan Fund Estimates I intended to refer
to the format adopted in the drawing up
of those Estimates and to indicate that
there appeared to be a lack of disclosure
of the projects to be financed by moneys
made available by the Australian Schools
Commission.

I do not Intend to dwell at length on
the Loan Estimates, but I would give one
example on page 23 of those Estimates,
where we find reference to projects to be
financed from rants provided by the Aus-
tralian Schools Commission. In 1973-74 no
money was received for this purpose, but
In 1974-75 $l.403 million is to be provided
by the commission.

Upon looking further through those Es-
timates we find reference to projects to be
financed by State Government moneys,
and we see that much more detail is
given. Reference is made to new technical
schools--for example. Albany, Balga,
Bentley, and the eastern goldfields--but
no elaboration is made of what is to be
constructed with the magnificent sum of
$1.A03 million to be provided by the Aus-
tralian Schools Commission.

When we come to the Consolidated Rev-
enue Estimates we find no reference at all
to revenue moneys which have been and
will be made available, and will further
and advance the cause of education in
this State; and those moneys assisted the
State Government to draw up the Bud-
get in the way It has. I think it was anl
extreme lack of courtesy on the part of
the Government to ignore the revenue
moneys that have been and will be made
available by the Australian Schools Com-
mission.

Mr Mensaros: As an ex-Treasurer. you
should know better.

Mr T. D). EVANS: I mention that to the
extent of the moneys made available the
State Government is able to expend much
more within the educational spectrum. I

would venture to point out that Item 8
of the Education Vote. which refers to
primary education, was allocated an
amount of $788 000 in the 19 73-74 financial
year, and the actual expenditure was
$955 155; whereas the estimated expendi-
ture for the current financial year is $2.146
million. The State Government can afford
-and rightly so-to spend that amount of
money because the Australian Schools
Commission funds are assisting the Gov-
ernment elsewhere. However, no credit Is
given for that assistance.

I do not intend to speak further on the
part, but I will certainly come back to this
point when we discuss the vote.

MR A. R. TONKIN (Morley) (10.44
pm.): I would like to deal with one or
two matters, and again I will try to be
brief. I think what has occurred in a pri-
mary school In my electorate this year il-
lustrates a Policy which perhaps has been
with us ever since we have had a State
education system, and It is one which I
believe is pointless. The headmaster of the
school in question has been there for one
year, and he has now been transferred,
and so has his deputy and the principal
mistress, because the enrolment at the
school has increased.

The headmaster and the principal ad-
mninistrators of a school are transferred
Just because the school is downgraded or
upgraded a little. No useful purpose is
served by adopting that procedure. It is
very difficult to demonstrate that when
the enrolment of a school falls from 550
to 600 pupils the work becomes easier, and
therefore the principal should be paid a
smaller amount of money; or conversely
that when the enrolment increases from
600 to 650 it becomes much harder to ad-
minister the school.

It is up to the Government to give
leadership. I believe that in co-operation
with the Teachers' Union a system can be
worked out, so that a teacher can be pro-
moted without being transferred. Why
should not a teacher be Promoted in ac-
cordance with the qualifications he attains.
without resorting to the ridiculous prac-
tice of transferring him to another school?
In the course of transferring the head-
master and the top administrators of a
school, the effect might be felt in five or
six other schools which would become dis-
rupted because of such transfers.

Some of the Problems causing unstable
and rapidly changing staffing are not easily
solved; I refer to the rapid expansion of
schools. We have a serious lack of stab-
ility in the staff. This system of transfers
on being promoted Is irrational. I know of
one school which has had five different
headmasters in five years. The present
headmaster and his staff are working very
well, but because some houses have been
built in the area and the school popula-
tion has increased, he will be transferred.
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in this respect I did ask the Minister
for Education a question, and the reply
conveyed something to me I had already
known: that promotion went with the size
of a school and the enrolments. This does
not mean it is the best way of organising
our education system. The Minister
should Inquire Into this matter. He should
be prepared to meet the challenge, to bring
about stability in the schools. I am sure
that if he did he would receive the co-
operation of the Teachers' Union.

Mr Shalders: Promotion within a school
will not work because it could prevent
teachers in the country from being trans-
ferred back to the city.

Mr A. R. TONKIN:* I did not say that
a change in staff Is undesirable, or that
a headmaster should remain at a school
for 29 years. I believe that after four or
five years it might be a good idea to trans-
fer the headmaster.

'The CHAIRMAN: If the member for
Murray wishes to interject he should do
so loudly.

Mr A. R. TONKIN:. I suggest the mem-
ber for Murray should cease interjecting
altogether.

The CHAIRMAN: I suggest the honour-
able member address the Chair.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I refer to another
practice, which is one of trafficking in
bodies, that is being carried on by the
Education Department under the guise
of a bond system. Recently a young
lady, who is a trainee teacher, came to see
me. She is very friendly with a gentleman
who happens to be in Victoria. She is in her
third year, and wishes to go to Victoria.
The Education Department or the Teacher
Education Authority asked this young lady
to set the date of her marriage. She has
been put into an embarrassing position of
having to propose to her boyfriend, so that
she can get a, transfer to Victoria. She in-
tends continuing with teaching in Victoria.
What business is it of the Education De-
partment when the girl will marry, or If
she will marry? We are now living in the
twentieth century, and not under a feudal
system.

Mr Clarko: The Tonkin Government did
nothing about this question.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: It did not, but per-
haps it should have. I am not saying these
problems are easy to solve, but I do say
they should not be perpetuated. The young
woman should not have been asked when
she would be married. I know there is an
agreement between the States, and that
if she gives the date of marriage as being
early in the year she will be allowed to
go. No doubt some teachers in Victoria
want to come to Western Australia to
teach. Possibly there is some kind of bal-
ance In the transfers between the States.

If we want professional teachers we
should not insist on the bond or treat the
teachers as though they were slaves for
sale on the market. The same does not
apply to other professions so it should
not apply to the education profession. I
know that problems are associated with
the bonding system, as the member for
Kalgoorlie indicated when he was Minis-
ter for Education. It is not easy to in-
duce teachers to go out into the country.
A teacher who is sent into a remote area
might resign if the bonding system did
not apply, and thousands of dollars would
be wasted on the training of that teacher.

I believe there are other ways of over-
coming this problem, such as the provi-
sion of incentives in the form of extra
leave and extra salary for country service.
The provision of such incentives should be
looked Into, so that the bond system can
be replaced. It should be possible to arrive
at a.reciprocal arrangement with the other
States for the transfer of teachers, without
the need to ask a young female teacher
when she is to be married.

I would now like to refer to a myth
which exists in the Education Depart-
ment. We see from reports by the Direc-
tor-General of Education that there is a
shortage of mathematics and science
teachers, and they have to be given a year
off work for training, otherwise we would
have to recruit them from the United
Kingdom or the USA.

I agree there is a shortage of
teachers, but there exists a myth. It is
suggested there is not as great a short-
age of social studies or English teachers,
because it is assumed that any teacher
with two legs and a pair of eyes can
teach these subjects. I have had experi-
ence where a teacher on being transfer-
red to a school is asked whether he can
teach mathematics. If the teacher says
that he cannot teach mathematics be-
cause he himself had only learnt Loeav-
Ing mathematics, he is not pressed to
teach that subject.

Another teacher might be transferred
to the school and be asked whether he
could teach social studies. He might say
that he had studied social studies up to the
third year of high school, but be told this,
"That is all right. Read the books, and
keep ahead of the children."

That is the reason there Is an alleged
shortage of science and mathematics
teachers. It is assumed that these teach-
ers need qualifications, but that any
teacher is able to teach English and social
studies. In fact, that is not correct. The
qualifications required of a social studies
or English teacher might not be as nar-
rowly technical as those required of a
science or mathematics teacher, but they
are just as real and important. It requires
a teacher, who understands the problems,
to make the social studies subjects alive
and relevant.
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The people of this country have an
abysmal ignorance of subjects related to
social studies, and that is one of the
reasons. I refer to their ignorance of
polities, government, and so on. This is
partly caused by the educators falling
down on their job In this area of education.

I am sure every member who has gone
on a door knock in his electorate will
agree that when he spoke to the people
they knew very little about politics and
government. These are matters of vital
concern and affect their lives. The
ignorance they display Is appalling.

If the Minister for Education is in
charge of his department-I doubt that he
is-he should re-examine the whole con-
cept that only teachers of certain subjects
need qualifications. He and the Direc-
tor-General of Education and his officers
should undertake such an inquiry.

In the debate on the Teacher Education
Act Amendment Bill I shall deal with what
I believe to be "misinformation" provided
to this House by the Minister for Educa-
tion. Recently I led a deputation of citi-
zens associated with the John Forrest High
School to see the Minister for Education;
we were told by him that we really had no
complaint, because out of the six schools
on the list published last year, only two
had been Provided with hall-gymnasiums.
Yet, by checking on the information in
this House and by observation on site, I
was able to find out that of the six schools
which have been promised hall-gymnasi-
urns only one missed out, and that was
John Forrest High School. Yet the Minister
said that only two out of the six had been
provided, so as to make it appear that the
hall-gymnasiums in the other schools were
figments of our imagination!

The Director-General of Education
should check on the information before
he supplies It to the Minister. When
people go on a deputation to wait on the
Minister they assume that what the Min-
ister tells them is said In good faith, and
they depart thinking that they do not
really have a complaint.

Mr O'Connor: You are not saying the
Minister Is not giving them the informa-
tion in good faith?

Mr A. R. TONYfr: I do not know, Just
as the honourable member does not know
whether I am of good faith. one has to
take things as one finds them. It is abso-
lutely essential that when a Minister sees
a deputation the Information he gives is
checked.

Some people never see a Minister face
to face in their whole life, and they feel
very strongly about it if they are misin-
formed when they see one on a deputation.

I would like to mention two other mat-
ters. The first is the policy of the Aus-
tralian Labor Party to establish a State-
wide advisory committee on education to
advise the Minister. The Liberal Party
should take this leaf out of our policy.

We will not object if the Liberal Party
establishes such a committee to enable the
Minister to have access to a body of in-
formed opinion to be drawn from the
universities, the private sector, the general
community, the teachers' colleges, etc. if
such a committee is established the Min-
ister would not obtain his information only
from the Director-General of Education
who has to obtain It from one of his
officers.

With the appointment of an advisory
committee on education the minister Would
have available advice from a body of edu-
cators and people interested in education.
Education concerns the whole community,
and it is essential for the community to
have access to the Minister in a broad
and formal, as well as an informal way. As
far as possible the whole community should
take part in decision making.

I regret that I have no bouquets to offer
the Government, although I have looked
hard to find one. What I have to say
is another brickbat. If one looks at the
Education vote one finds that the Karmel
funds amount to over $8 million. when
one subtracts that and the $1.2 million
provided to the Tonkin Government last
year, one finds that in the case of the
Tonkin Government the Education vote-
after subtracting the Karmel funds-
represented 19.968 per cent of the total
Budget. Against that when we examine
the Education vote of the Present Govern-
ment and subtract the $8 million, we find
that it represents 19.746 per cent of the
total Budget: this amounts to $ 1.542 million.-
So, the present Government has to spend
$1.5 million more than it proposes to spend
in order to keep up to the Tonkin Govern-
ment standard of expenditure, and main-
tain the same percentage In relation to the
total Budget.

I think this Is a very serious matter be-
cause Karmel money has been made avail-
able on the understanding there will be
no derogation from the Education vote by
the State. There is to be no subtraction at
all. It would be a waste of time for the
Australian Government to fund money for
education if it were subtracted by the
State Government.

I believe the Court Government has
fallen down and it has short-changed the
people of Western Australia. The Govern-
ment will not admit it. The Minister
claimed the present Government was
keeping up with what the Tonkin Govern-
ment had done, but it has short-changed
the people of Western Australia by $1.5
million. If the State Government intends
to decrease spending on education it
should show it in the Budget, and not try
to hide what is going on.

MRS CRAIG (Wellington) [11.01 pam.]:
I wish to speak to Item No. 16, Mr Chair-
man.
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The CHA2IIMAN -The honouirable
member may speak generally; there is no
need to speak to any particular Item at
this stage.

Mrs CRAIG: Thank you, Mr Chairman.
Physical education has been allocated
more money this year than was the case
last year, and the year before that. I am
very pleased to see that this has occurred
because I believe this Is a very important
field of education and not nearly enough
stress has been laid on it In previous years.

The Western Australian University has
Probably turned out the best education
graduates In Australia. it is a very fine
school and it is producing some fine
Physical education teachers who are now
going into our high schools. I hope it will
not be too long before we see them also
going into our primary schools.

It Is absolutely essential for all pupils to
have a good physical education. Prom the
physical education point of view, a highly-
trained teacher is able to pick up certain
defects in a child very quickly and he is
able to implement a remedial programme
to assist the child. It might be considered
that flat feet, or a curved back, are not
very important but If those difficulties are
not overcome while the child is still young
it becomes increasingly difficult to correct
them as the child gets older.

Physical educationists also help a child
to develop his mental capacity. It is well
known, today, programmes are available
to help children with co--ordination prob-
lems. Even with problems of learning It
has been found that co-ordinating exer-
cises can help, to some extent. However,
the exercises must be applied very care-
fully and they must be part of a planned
programme carried out by a fully trained
teacher. I am sure that this facility is
becoming available to more of our children
but, of course, 'we still do not have nearly
enough physical education teachers.

Prom the social point of view I believe
if we can train enough children to derive
some pleasure from sports we will over-
come much of the delinquency which oc-
curs at Present. There is no better way
to get rid of frustration than to kick a
football, hit a tennis ball, or slam a ball
with a cricket bat. Once children have be-
come physically tired they do not get into
so much trouble. Also, with good training
in this area children will probably take
their love of sport into their adulthood.
It will be seen that If we can train enough
children to have enough interest in sport
we will probably overcome the leisure
Problem which exists In this State today.
It is, Indeed, a very great problem. People
have more leisure time and they do not
know what to do with It.

Flacilities are being provided for pleas-
ure, but those facilities are not being used
to the fullest extent. I1 believe a well
Planned and well co-ordinated progrlamme

of physical education in our schools 'will
do much to overcome the problems in our
community.

MR MENSAROS (Floreat-Minister for
Industrial Development) [11.05 p.m.):
Members will appreciate that not handling
the Portfolio of Education myself I will
convey their comments to the Minister and
no doubt if there is any need for him to
comment he will do so.

Point oI order
Mr A. R. TONKIN: On a point of order,

Mr Chairman, would you ask the Minister
to speak up because It is Impossible to
hear him from here,

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the Minister to
speak up.

Committee Resumed
Mr MENSAROS: There is only one Point

on which I would comment and it was
mentioned by the member for Kalgoorie
and the member for Morley. We are be-
coming used to the Opposition acting as
public relations officers for the Common-
wealth Government. I am reasonably sure
that special grants do not figure in the
Budget. I think they appear in a schedule
which shows all the special grants. Only
that expenditure which Involves State
revenue expenditure appears in the Bud-
get. That is the simple reason tied grants,
special rants, or section 96 grants, are not
included in the Budget.

Vote put and passed.
Part 8: Chief Secretary and Minister

for Environment and Fisheries and
Fauna-

Votes: Chief Secretary, $900 000; Regis-
try and Friendly Societies, $350 000; Astro-
nomical Services, $221 000; Department of
Corrections, $8 200 000-put and passed.

Vote: Environmental Protection,
$366 000--

Iten No. 4: Field Projects, $97 000-
Mr A. R. TONKCIN: I am sure the Min-

ister would be very disappointed if I did
not once again refer to envirornental im-
pact statements. I believe they should be
circularised amongst the public so that
the people can see the facts, and observe
the validity of certain proposals.

It should be clear to the public that
matters concerning environment are not
covered by secret reports locked away In
some cupboard. An environmental impact
statement should see the light of day and
be examined. It can then be returned to
the authority and any suggestions can be
put into operation. I emphasise, once
again, I believe in environmental impact
statements. However, I do not believe they
are the beginning and end of everything.

Another Point I wish to raise concerns
money allocated to the Demographic and
Environmental Resources Committee. I
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mention this matter because the interim
report which has been submitted does not
come up with a conclusion, but with a re-
quest for money in order to find out the
answers to problems. The report was largely
in connection with the Swinana area
where there is not just a physical environ-
mental problem, but a people problem and
an urban problem. if the Government
agrees to the construction of a Jumbo steel
industry in that area-which I think would
be disastrous--we will have a real problem.
I believe that DEEC should have money
made available to it to enable it to carry
out its work.

Mr STEPHENS: I am glad the member
for Morley mentioned this subject, other-
wise I would have lost a bet! Briefly, I feel
the member for Morley and I are on com-
mon ground with regard to this matter.
My only argument In the past has been
his emphasis on environmental impact
statements. I got the impression he
thought they were the beginning and end
of everything. He has now indicated that
he recognises they are only one part of
environmental management. I think It Is
only a question of emphasis.

Since 1971 we have introduced In West-
ern Australia the Environmental Protec-
tion Act. Dr. O'Brien has been appointed
the Director of Environmental Protection,
and we have virtually involved ourselves
in a learning process. Rather than; come
out with formal environmental impact
statements the department concerned
works on an ad hoc basis assessing various
problems as they arise, and ascertaining
whether it is necessary to go to the full
extent of issuing an environmental impact
statement. There has been environmental
review and assessment.

We have limited facilities and limited
expertise available within this State, and
the department is able to devote its atten-
tion to programmes as they come forward.
Attention is given to those areas most
worthy of concern. I believe this filtering
Process avoids a lot of wasted effort.

AS I said, we are more or less on common
round with regard to this question. It has
not been possible to codify what we have
been learning during the last couple of
years. We are reaching the stage where
lessons which have been learned from In-
volvmnent in environmental studies, in
various areas, will enable us to cater for
Problems in the future.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: What about public
involvement?

Mr STEPHENS: I think that if it were
arbitrary for public involvement in every
problem there could be a terrific waste of
resources, and a tendency to back down.
I think the filtering process is better. The
honourable member will agree there could
be some small areas where It is not neces-
sary to go through such a process.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Does the Minister
accept the general principle?

Mr STEPHENS: Yes. Under the pro-
visions of the Act the Minister may refer
any project to the EPA for consideration
or, if the EPA requests the Minister, he
shall refer any matter for public inquiry.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: How many have we
had so far?

Mr STEPHENS: I cannot quote off the
cuff, but there has not been one during
the last six months, Nevertheless, the fac-
ility Is there.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: It is there, but not
being used.

Mr STEPHENS: Perhaps the necessity
has not arisen. In answer to the question
regarding DERO, I did indicate that in
order to complete a pilot study we have
made available $2 500 this year.

Ur A. R. Tonkin: That is, out of Item
No. 4?

Mr STEPHENS: Yes. We are also
making approaches to the Treasury to see
if we can obtain further funding In ad-
vance of the 1975-75 Estimates so we are
conscious of the need, and it is being
given every consideration.

Mr A. R. TONSCIN: I would like to say
the opposition is very grateful to the
Minister for his conciliatory attitude. I
believe we are now approaching common
ground. I hope we can get together to de-
velop some kind of understanding In this
area because it has hardly been explored
at all. I again thank the Minister.

Vote put and passed.
Vote: Fiheries and Fauna, $2 081 000-
Item No. 2: Administration Expenses,

#166 000-

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I see that the ex-
penditure last year was $170 257 and only
$1606000 has been provided for this year,
but there has been a very substantial
increase in postage, telephones, and trav-
elling costs. Does this mean the activities
of the department are to be seriously
curtailed, or is it a mistake, and a serious
one, in estimating the expense of this Par-
ticular Item?

Mr STEPHENS: Once again I must speak
from memory. I looked at the expenditure
for last year and I inquired about the
reason for the additional amount. I was
informed that very heavy travelling ex-
penses were incurred. I assure the Leader
of the Opposition that there is no intention
to cut down the services offered by the
department, but there will be a substantial
reduction in ministerial travelling expen-
ses. The vote, which Is less than the ex-
penditure last year, reflects this policy.

Vote put and passed.
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Fart 10: Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment, Mines and Fuel and Energ-

Votes: Industrial Development,
52 159 000; Mines, $7 305 000-put and
passed.

Vote: Fuel and Fewwer Commission,
$274 000--

item No. 1: Salaries and Allowances
generally, $168 000-

Mr MAY: I would like to ask the Min-
ister whether ar~y consideration has been
given to the incorporation of the Fuel and
Power Commission and the State Elec-
tricity Commission, We saw a recent con-
flict of opinions, between the Minister for
Electricity and the General Manager of
the SEC. I feel It is time to consider the
possible incorporation of the two commis-
sions.

While we were in Government we looked
at the situation. The Fuel and Power Com-
mission was a new body but we felt the
commissions could be co-ordinated to
rationalise the overall situation in regard
to fuel and power. I have already referred
to the situation of the Minister saying one
thing and one of his subordinates saying
something else. If we Incorporate both
commissions the resultant organisation
could look at the overall fuel and power
position In Western Australia. We have
the worst fuel situation in the Common-
wealth, and we must pull together to al-
leviate our present difficulties.

The Fuel and Power Commission was
appointed primarily and basically to look
at the long-term needs of Western Aus-
tralia. The SEC looks after our normal
housekeeping needs in regard to the domes-
tic reticulation of power and natural gas
as well as industrial needs. Can the Min-
ister inform us whether a restructuring
of the commissions will be considered In
the near future?

Mr MENSAROS: The subject brought
up by the honourable member is quite an
interesting one. Some thought has been
given to the best solution to the problem
of our fuel and energy needs. However, the
honourable member knows that the SEC
and the Fluel and Power Commission have
entirely different purposes. Basically the
SEC is a big business undertaking which
caters for industrial and domestic power
needs in the community. The Fuel and
Power Commission was constituted under
the Tonkin Government: It has an ad-
visory and exploratory role, and It goes
about its tasks very efficiently. Several
matters must be borne in mind when we
consider the amalgamation of the two
commissions. The Fuel and Power Com-
mission is a Government department. I
wonder whether the honourable member
believes it should discard its advisory role
to become a business undertaking. Offhand
I believe that an amalgamation of the

commissions would be the end of the ad-
visory and research function of the Fuel
and Power Commission. We should forget
about the personnel in these commissions
and think of the future. I believe an ama)d-
gamatlon would be a retrograde step from
all points of view, not the least of which
is a financial consideration. The BEG was
originally a Government department, and
I do not think we should return to that
sftuation.

The honourable member's Ideas are In-
teresting. I1 assure him that nothing is
static and consideration will be given to
the problem. I agree that the Fuel and
Power Commission deserves all praise. Be-
fore its institution fears were expressed
that it would become an empire, but this
situation did not arise. With more ex-
perience and knowledge of the various
business enterprises and institutions, it
continues to expand in expertise. The ex-
penditure of the commission has increased
very little, other than the increase due to
inflation.

Vote put and passed.

Part 11: Minister for Local Government
and Town Planing-

MR JAMIE SON (Weishpool-Deputy
Leader of the Opposition) [11.26 p.m.]:
As late as this evening I received a request
from a councillor from the Canning Town
Council to see what has happened in re-
gard to its Town Planning Scheme No. 17.
This is a major scheme and It has been
on the books for some time.

My understanding is that the Minister
requested the scheme be submitted to the
Australian Government through him for
financial assistance. The Minister has held
on to the plans without processing them
or doing very much about them for a very
long period. If the Minister wants such
schemes to go through his hands, he must
expedite their submission to the Australian
Government. other local governments
which went direct to the Australian Gov-
ernment have been receiving assistance for
schemes of various sorts--not always town
planning schemes. The scheme I am re-
ferring to is the type of development which
the Commonwealth Is interested in for i-
provement in urban structure. The scheme
has an urgent feature because the major
sewerage pipeline is going through now
and reticulation will be readily available
for subdivision if the scheme can be
financed.

The scheme is known generally as the
lakes project and quite a pleasant town
planning scheme is envisaged. A number
of unwieldy large-sized blocks In the area
between Albany Highway and the railway
line will be included. Most services are
already available in the area, but the
scheme needs modifying and greater depth
in density in the action proposed. The
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Proposed lakes scheme Is a series of orna-
mental lakes to act as compensation basins.
and Placed in such a way as to provide a
pleasant development.

The Minister was given the details of
the scheme, and I have had a brochure-
type booklet about it on my desk for some
months. The Minister is very lax in not
taking the necessary action to forward this
matter to the Australian Government. He
may be able to reply that this has been
done recently, although I understand the
town clerk has contacted his office on a
number of occasions without making much
progress. The matter Is now urgent and r
ask the Minister to deal with it or I will
be forced to advise the Canning Town
Council to short-circuit the State Govern-
ment and apply for assistance directly to
the Australian Government.

MR A. R. TONKIEN (Morley) [11.30
P.m.]: I would like to ask the Minister
about the progress report, if one Is avail-
able. on Herdsman Lake. This is a matter
of concern. It Is a wonderful body of water
which is close to the city and It is impor-
tant for that reason. I hope the submis-
sions and report will be made public so
that the people will have some say In the
final determination.

I have before me a cutting relating to
dog control in the City of Stirling. I
noticed the council rejected a plan for
greater control. This is a very important
matter because the local authorities are
given the Power to control the dog menace
which can be very serious. People in my
constituency are wakened at 4.00 a.m.
every day by dogs chasing milkmen, and
they become desperate. They start talking
of shooting and poisoning. People are
driven to their wits' end because the local
authorities are not discharging their re-
sponsibility. We have the City of Stirling
knocking back a plan.

If the local governing body refuses to
do this, who is to do it? It seems to me
some local authorities say, "We will not
worry about the problem of dogs. We will
allow them to run wild and we will not
enforce the Aet." I suggest to the Minister
this is a very serious matter and if the
local authorities will not deal with It we
must deal with it.

There Is a great deal of unrest through-
out the metropolitan area and I believe
this problem must be tackled. If the job is
not done properly by the local authorities
It should be done by Parliament. It Is up
to us to see the job is done either by the
local authorities or by ourselves.

I am disturbed at continuing evidence
of closed government. We have heard lip
service Paid to open government. I refer
to the freeway bearing of the MRtPA,
which is a closed hearing. I think that is
wrong. The hearing should be open. I
would like the Minister to give us an
Assurance that the MEPA and other auth-
orities under his control will have regard

for public opinion and realise the people
are paying the piper and should be allowed
to hear the tune.

Finally, I would like the Minister to
give us a progress report in regard to
the Whitford nodes. It would be a great
tragedy if the land west of the highway
were built upon, We have problems of
erosion largely because the foredunes
have been knocked down and battered. We
know there are serious problems along
the coast.

It is another important principle that
the coastline belongs to all the people
and not just to the people who are
wealthy enough to purchase part of it.
Two important principles are involved
here: firstly, the conservation of the coast,
on which an Interesting booklet has re-
cently been put out by the Minister's
department: and secondly, the people as a
whole should be able to enjoy the coast,
not just the few.

I think the Minister is likely to make the
right decision on this matter. I have
studied it at some length and it seems
to me the Minister is sympathetic. I
suggest he will get a great deal of sup-
port from this side of the House and the
public generally if he makes a decision
in the best interests of conservation.

DR DADOUR (Subiaco) [11.35 Pm.]:
One of our election promises was that we
would introduce an amendment to the
Local Government Act so that before any
local authorities could be Joined or taken
over in whole or In part by another the
people would have a voice in a ref er-
endum.

An announcement has been made that
the Minister intends to introduce a Bill
along these lines. Does the Minister still
intend to introduce the Bill? In the
interim, how does he intend to deal with
any petitions from one local authority
against another local authority?

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park) (11.36
p.m.]: This is not particularly directed to
the Minister for Town Planning, al-
though I have been able to use some fig-
ures in regard to his departments. Initially
I had a look at the vacancies to see
whether or not the establishment was
being filled, but I regret there are still 12
vacant positions. There Is difficulty in ffl-
ling positions in the Town Planning De-
partment because of the expertise required.
We are not able to say what the vacant
positions are but there are 12 vacancies in
a staff of 114, which means about 9f per
cent of the staff are missing. It must be
very difficult for the department to
operate effectively.

The position is worse in the Local Gov-
ernment Department, which has 10
vacant positions In a total staff establish-
ment of 47?. Therefore something over 20
Per cent of the Positions are vacant, and
the Local Government Department is
working with only about four-fifths of its
total establishment.
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I draw attention once again to the
matter I raised the other night In re-
gard to the manner in which the staff
positions are listed in the Estimates. The
Treasurer said he, himself, was not entirely
satisfied with It and would see whether it
could be improved when the Estimates are
brought down next year. One thing he
could do If he is genuine is to ensure the
Public Service List and the Estimates we
are given tally.

In the Local Government Department,
the staff at the 1st July, 1974, is listed
at 47, but on page HI of the Public Ser-
vice List, which is a list of staff as at
the 1st July. 1974, the establishment is
54. In one place it is 47, and in another
54. In the Local Government Depart-
ment the Estimates state there are 10
vacant positions and the Public Service
List states there are nine. Page 103 of
the Estimates, shows that in the Town
Planning Department on the 1st July,
1974, there were 114 staff, while the
Public Service List shows 120 staff.
The Estimates show that there are 12
vacant positions in the Town Planning
Department, while the Public Service
List shows 22 vacant positions.

So not only can we not compare like
with like in last year's Estimates as
-compared with this year's Estimates be-
cause of the explanation given the other
night, but we cannot even compare the
Revenue Estimates with the Public Service
List, which both give figures for staff as at
the 1st July, 1974. 1 am sorry to see that
in local government and town planning
there are still serious deficiencies in staff
positions, and I draw attention to the
difficulty we have in trying to establish
the number of positions by comparing the
Revenue Estimates and the Public Service
List, which do not tally.

MR NANOVICK (Toodyay) [11.39 p.m.]:
-I would like to speak about the proposed
regional open space in the Lake Joondalup
area. I am aware that discussions have
taken place with the Minister and every
consideration is being given to the manner
in which the People will be affected If the
scheme is initiated. Because of the large
area involved in this scheme-some 4 000
acres-quite a large part of it Is still uin-
developed, but the major part of It is
developed.

A considerable amount of money has
been spent on certain developments in this
area and I am sure when the objections
are heard and the report goes forward to
the Minister every consideration will be
given to the people whose land is pur-
chased either by negotiation or resumption.
I hope the Minister will give this matter
every consideration because hardship could
be created as a result of the decision to
retain regional open space. We all like
to enjoy the benefits of such a scheme but
understand the hardships which could
ensure.

I am aware of the discussions which
have taken place with the Shire of Wan-
neroo and all concerned in an endeavour
to work in with the developers of the area
on the West Coast Highway between
Sorrento and Mullaloc.

To date, the discussions with the Min-
ister have been encouraging and I am sure
that if the Minister continues in this vein,
the land eventually will be set aside on an
exchange basis. This land should be made
available as open space area or for re-
creational development.

I draw the attention of the House to
the attitude of the Town Planning Board
in recent years towards submissions it
receives from local authorities regarding
subdivisions. Local authorities employ
expert, qualified staff to draw up the sub-
missions, but because of the policy of the
board and because the submissions may
not fit in with its plans, they have been
rejected and the problem then falls to the
Minister to solve. Borne are trivial matters
and there should be no necessity for the
Minister to be burdened with such prob-
lems.

I should also like to get an assurance
from the Minister that the time taken to
get a submission approved will be reduced.
After the local authority has drawn up its
submission in regard to a particular sub-
division or scheme, It submits it to the
Town Planning Board. I feel the officers
of this department should endeavour to
expedite the decision on whether or not
the submission will be approved. Of course,
it goes without saying that when the
Town Planning Board rejects a scheme
and it falls back on the Minister, consider-
able time is wasted. I ask the Minister
to endeavour to expedite this procedure so
that local authorities are not kept waiting
for approvals. Perhaps he can change the
'Policies or attitudes of the Town Planning
Board so that no undue delay is occasioned.

MR RUSHTFON (Dale-Minister for
Local Government) (11.44 pm.]: I refer
firstly to the points raised by the mem-
her for Welshpool. I am particularly in-
terested in the item he raised relating to
subdivisions in his electorate. If such a
scheme could be put Into effect, it would
provide us with many valuable subdivided
blocks. I have been in touch with the Town
of Canning in relation to this matter and,
in company with the member for Welsh-
pool, I have visited the site and reviewed
the situation.

The honourable member referred to the
Commonwealth Government. The consti-
tutional responsibility rests with the
State; I am urging the State planning
authorities to mnove as quickly as possible
so that a submission can be put before
Canberra for additional funds. Obviously,
extra funds will help to unravel the prob-
lems relating to the servicing of this land;
it Is quite beyond the ability of the Town
of Canning or the State to fund such a

3996



(Thursday. 28 November. 1974] 99

proposal without assistance. The member
for Welshpool has my support In his en-
deavours and he has my assurance that I
will do all I possibly can to expedite
matters.

As a matter of fact, I recently had dis-
cussions with the town clerk on this
matter. I1 am very keen to see this area
redeveloped because of the tremendous ad-
vantage It will bring not only to the Town
of Canning, but also to the State gener-
ally, by way of producing additional sub-
divided blocks.

The member for Morley referred to
Herdsmans Lake. I should like to get to-
gether a full report of the progress in this
matter so that I do not sell him short on
what is going on. I undertake to let him
have whatever information becomes avail-
able.

The question of dog control in the City
of Stirling was raised. From time to time.
amendments are made to the Dog Act:
however, I inform members that a full
review of the Act is planned. The previous
Government established a committee a
few years ago to investigate the matter. A
lot of work remains to be done to co-ord-
inate this effort.

Mr Jamieson: The Act already confers
tremendous powers, but the local author-
ities will not use them.

Mr RUSHTON: It is In their hands.
Mr Jamieson: They will not use the

powers.
Mr RUSHTON: I am going to see

whether we can improve the position for
them. Many shires and, in fact, many
people and members have made represen-
tations to this effect and I hope that when
the H-ouse receives the legislation It will
give It its usual attention and we will
improve the legislation.

Mr May: A shaggy dog story.
Mr RUSHTON: The issue of the exten-

sions to Kwinana Freeway and the review
of the objections by the MRPA was
raised. I have had discussions with the
chairman of that body who informed me
that it hopes to meet on about the 18th
December. I hope that on that occasion
he will release the Intentions of the MEPA
in regard to further hearings. I have al-
ready Indicated to the House that, gener-
ally speaking, I believe that the more open
one can be about planning matters, the
better.

I was also asked a question about the
Witford nodes. I have had discussions
with the Progress association and the
shire and have offered them my help in
conducting a full review of the situation.
It is well to remember that previous
agreements with developers were made by
the Brand Government and confirmed by
the Tonkin Government, so we are in a
position where we must negotiate any

change. I have undertaken to do this, and
to provide the resources of my department
to the shire to resolve the situation.

The member for Subiaco referred to
amendments to the Local Government Act
and to referendums. It was originally our
intention to bring forward amendments to
the Local Government Act this session, but
time has defeated me. I provide the hon-
ourable member with an assurance that
the Act covers the question of petitions
from ratepayers for referendums to be held.
This also will be looked at during the In-
terim.

In regard to petitions from the shires
themselves on amalgamations, etc., there
are administrative powers I can call upon
to bring this about In the Interim until
legislation is brought before the House
in the autumn session.

The member for Victoria Park referred
to the staffing of the department. As one
who has occupied the Town Planning port-
folio he would be aware that It Is difficult
to appoint specialists to some of the
vacancies now existing. I feel sure that
when the honourable member left that
portfolio he found a similar situation ex-
isting. The comments he made on differ-
ent figures appearing In different places
could be referring to the fact that officers
are being obtained. Since that time we
have been successful In obtaining five or
six officers.

Mr Davies: They are both reflecting the
position on the same day-the 1st July.
1974. That Is my cavil.

Mr RUSHTON: The Premier has said
that a review is being instituted. I
am referring to the Estimates which
shows a certain figure for both. In regard
to the 10 officers in local government It
has been very difficult to obtain a con-
tinuity of audit officers as the member for
Victoria Park would be aware because
they travel the length and breadth of
the State. This is the item which shows
a decrease and it is one to which we are
giving attention in reviewing the audit
and accounting practices of local govern-
ment. I also hope that we will give en-
couragement to the audit staff in a way
which will prove more successful to keep
the staff employed under this section up to
strength, because they do a tremendous
job in auditing the accounts of local auth-
orities in this State and in helping to train
local government officers and providing
useful information to them. The training of
local government officers in our outback
areas Is of great importance and I hope
this work will continue.

The member for Toodyay raised the
question of lake Joondalup. The scheme
has been advertised in the omnibus ad-
vertisiements. The objections closed on the
4th November and they will be heard
shortly. I have also had people interview-
Ing me because they are most concerned
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In regard to the position in which the
properties have been placed. I can assure
those members who have referred to this
question that reviews will be made and
the objections stil have to be heard.
MRPA representatives have seen these
People on location to review the situation.

Mr Davies: Where Is the bypass going
out that way?

Mr RUSHTON: That has not been put
on my plate Yet but I am well aware that
It Is on the way through. The bypass has
had a chequered history. Going back to
about three Ministers ago It was given pre-
liminary consideration, and then the next
Minister cancelled that Idea. He did not
Include a facility for the provision of a
bypass road anywhere, and I know what
happened when the member for Victoria
Park held the Portfolio. The matter has
now been passed to me and I will have
the responsibility of deciding where the
bypass road will go. It will be going some-
where through Wanneroo and west to the
nodes. I can only give the member for
Toodyay the same answer that I gave to
the member for Morley. He would be aware
that serious consideration is being given
to land exchanges, and whatever can be
brought forward for review. However, we
have to keep in mind legal agreements
and various other matters. A great deal
has been done in trying to find the proper
answers.

The member for Toodyay also mentioned
that town Planning schemes should be
expedited. Since I have been Minister I
have brought the representatives of the
MRPA and the Town Planning Hoard
together. We have seen the local author-
Itdes and other Interested bodies who have
information In their Possession and have
asked them to comment on this question.
Reports on what has taken place have ap-
Peared in the Press, and as soon as further
information is received a decision will be
made. I close by saying that I am pleased
with the efforts that have been made by
my staff. Most members would be aware
of the various schemes that are coming
forward from the Commonwealth but not
many are aware of the additional pressure
that Is placed on our staff resources.

Only today I was reviewing a local gov-
ernment improvement scheme and I am
sure I can find a simpler and much more
effective system, but we have to play the
game according to the Present rules. I
am mindful of the time that is needed and
the demand that is being made on our
staff resources and we must be conscious
of this fact. Local government could be
made more effective without the present
intrusions and the part that town planning
is Playing is well appreciated. I record my
sincere thanks to local government
throughout the length and breadth of the
State and to the staff that comes under
my Portfolios.

Votes: Local
Town Planning,
passed.

Government, $576 000;
$1 122 000-put and

Part 12: Minister for Lands, Forests
and North-West--

Votes: Lands and Surveys, $6668000;
Bush Fires Board, $39000; Forests.
$3 907 000; North West. $260 000-put and
passed.

Part 13: Minister for Health and Com-
munity Welfare-

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park) [11.58
P.m.]: I had an opportunity recently to
talk about the lack of activity on the
part of the Government in regard to the
treatment of intra-arterial oxygen therapy
in Western Australia. or what is commonly
known as the Dr Moeller treatment which
was introduced to this State as a result
of some people going abroad and return-
ing to tell us what a great amount of relief
they could get from it.

I had the opportunity earlier this session
to say something about this matter
and complaining that nothing was being
done. At that time the Premier counselled
caution in regard to the treatment and I
fully acknowledged that some caution was
needed, but since that time-which was
only a week ago--I have asked another
question and it seems that the same in-
activity is Proceeding unabated. On Tues-
day last I asked a question in the House
and received the following answer-

The format of the controlled clinical
trial to be carried out using suitable
patients on the machine acquired by
the Government from Dr Moeller is
almost finalised and will be submitted
shortly to the relevant University and
hospital authorities for their approval,

So It can be seen it "is almost finalised
and will be submitted shortly".

Surely that is not good enough. There
are literally hundreds of People in West-
ern Australia who are looking to this treat-
ment as their only hope of relief. Dlespite
the fact the machine has been in Western
Australia since June last, and there is sup-
posed to be a team of doctors working on
It, the stage has now been reached where
the doctors are almost certain what they
will do and are almost ready to submidt
a programme. That is not good enough.

The husband of one woman who Is a
sufferer of arteriosclerosis rang me almost
in tears. The doctor who went to West
Germany to look at the machine, came
back and gave a favourable report on It.
He told her she was a typical patient on
which the machine could be used. The
condition of this woman has deteriorated..
If the couple had the money they would
go to Kassel in West Germany to receive
the treatment from Dr Moeller; however,
they do not have the money. They have
been trying to get in touch with the doc-
tor, but now all communication seems to.
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have ceased. There is not only a conspiracy
of inactivity, but also a conspiracy of sil-
ence in the medical world.

I mentioned that at least two doctors
had been abroad and had received the
treatment. I understand that one of them
has arranged to import a similar machine.
The treatment is widely recognised. That
machine will be In Western Australia and
in use, before the Royal Perth Hospital
and the Sir Charles Galrdner Hospital
have decided how their machine will be
operated.

The inactivity is bad enough, but just
imagine the trauma of people who are
likely to lose limbs as a result of arterio-
sclerosis, and are confined to wheelchairs
or beds. In this case the woman has been
confined to a wheelchair.

I rang this woman on several occasions
but I did not get any answer. When her
husband saw me yesterday he told me
she could not move around to answer the
telephone. Since the beginning of the
year she has been living in hope that this
form of therapy will provide her with
some meief.

There are some people now walking
around Perth who have benefited from the
treatment. They have spent their own
money to go to West Germany to receive
the treatment. Whereas previously they
had to be pushed around in wheelchairs
they are now able to walk about like
ordinary people. However, many other
People do not have the money to go to
West Germany for the treatment.

The Previous Premier saw the value of
this machine after he had discussions with
Some people and saw living evidence of
the alleviation of the complaint. After
having sent a man to West Germany, and
after having received a favourable report
from him although he counsels caution, we
find that five months later we are no
closer to having the machine used to pro-
vide treatment. That is an absolute
scandal.

No-one is looking for credit, but we have
some feeling for people who live in fear of
losing limbs. There is a conspiracy of
silence and inactivity, and it is time the
Minister got around to doing something
about the matter.

MR RIDGE (Kimberley-Minister for
Lands) [12.04 an.]: The honourable
member will appreciate I am somewhat at
a disadvantage inasmuch as!I am represen-
ting the Minister for Health, but the hon-
ourable member did bring this matter to
the attention of the House in an earlier
debate, and the Premier undertook to
obtain some information for the Com-
mittee stage of the Bill.

The honourable member has said that
no-one was looking for any credit in the
purchase of this machine. Yet, he said
that as the then Minister for Health in
-the previous Government he had received

instructions from the Premier of the clay to
make the necessary inquiries regarding
the acquisition of the machine, and that
this had been arranged.

That is not the case. The fact is no order
had been placed for the machine.

Mr Davies: The Royal Perth Hospital
was directed to arrange for the acquisition.

Mr RIDGE: It was not. The present
Minister for Education has had to arrange
with one of the doctors on the staff to
contact a doctor in Kassel, West Germany,
who had previously been in Western Aus-
tralla to negotiate with Dr Moeller regard-
ing the price and availability of the
machine. When this was finallied the
machine was ordered, and instructions
were given to airfreight it to Western
Australia.

Upon arrival the machine was left in the
care of a leading vascular surgeon
together with a computer to be used in
conjunction with the machine.

When the member for Victoria Park
stated that the machine was ordered be-
fore the change of Government, obviously
he was referring to the initial telegram of
inquiry which was sent to West Germany
inquiring about the availability and cost
of the machine.

Mr Davies: That points to added con-
spiracy in that the doctors did not activate
themselves.

Mr RIDGE: I am not responsible. The
honourable member claimed the machine
had been ordered, and he said he was not
claiming any credit. I do not care who
gets the credit-whether it be given to the
Previous Government or my Government.
Let us straighten this point.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Let us get the machine
operating.

Mr RIDGE: I shall deal with that in a
moment. The Minister for Health (the
Hon. N. E. Baxter) had to commission a
former member of the Public Health De-
partment who was actually receiving treat-
ment in Kassel at the time to sort the
matter out. Final confirmation of the
availability and price of the machine was
not received until the 23rd May. and the
decision to order the machine and have
it airfreighted to Perth was made on the
30th May. Delivery was effected on the
4th July.

Reference was made to the claim by Mr
Harry Cohen of almost a miraculous cure
his wife had found in receiving treatment
from Dr Moeller by using intra-arterial
injections of oxygen into the main artery
supplying the lower limb. It is important
to realise that Dr Moeller has never
claimed that his treatment Is a cure for
arteriosclerosis of the legs, but merely that
it may provide some relief for the condi-
tion.

I think It is irresponsible for the mem-
ber for Victoria Park to claim it is a cure,
however well-meaning the claim may be.
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because It could instil false hopes in people
who are suffering from the disease.

The honourable member went on to say.
referring to Mrs Cohen. that she brought
news of this cure back to Western Aus-
tralia. We cannot accept the use of the
word "cure", and the honourable member
has said that "cure" was perhaps not the
correct word. It Is quite wrong to suggest
this lady brought back earth-shattering
news to people in this State. In fact, a
trickle of Patients with peripheral arteri-
osclerosis had been going to Germany for
years. All of the vaveuiar surgeons in the
State were aware of Dr Mueller's treat-
ment, and some of them had looked after
patients both before and after they had
received this treatment in Germany.

In April, 1973, there had been extensive
publicity in the local Press about a man
who had visited Dr Moeller In 1969. and
alter some deterioration had gone back
for treatment In 1971. The honourable
member said that if the machine Is able
to provide effective treatment-and a lead-
ig vascular surgeon believes it is--then
it should be used to provide the treatment.

It Is amazing that during the other
evening the honourable member should
attribute such sentiments to a leading
vascular surgeon, when only a matter of
a minute or two previously he quoted from
a letter In which the surgeon had sounded
what the honourable member recognised
as a note of caution.

Mr Davies: Read the letter. I tried to
be honest.

Mr RIDGE: I am refreshing the hon-
ourable member's memory.

Sir Charles Court: Especially in view of
his outburst tonight.

Mr RIDGE: He was quoting what that
vascular surgeon said. He said that the
surgeon said-

It is suggested that this therapy
should not be publicised as a major
advance in the management of
arteriosclerosis, as it is neither new
nor of proven worth. It should be used
as an ancillary aid to measures al-
ready available.

Lest there be any doubt as to where this
leading vascular surgeon stands today, let
me quote from a document he has just
written-

My opinion is reserved and I am
doubtful in the face of past medical
experience and published reports that
it is of great benefit and I would not
advise its use ink the wide variety of
clinical conditions which Dr. Moenter
practises.

He goes on to say that it would appear
that there may be a. group of patients for
whom some benefit may be obtained

Mr Davies: That adds to the conspiracy.

Mr RIDGE: The honourable member
stated that the machine will be worn out
before it is Put Into use. He asks the
reason for the delay and why we cannot
get on with the job. I believe the honour-
able member knows the reason for the
delay because it was given in answer to
several questions asked by him. In essence.
as members will no doubt recall, the reason
is that extensive mechanical tests have
been necessary to establish the levels of
performance and safety of the machine
under different conditions which would be
involved in the actual treatment of
patients. I can assure the honourable
member that arrangements are being made
to expedite the developmental work which
is needed to bring this about because, like
whe honourable member the Government is
extremely anxious to have the machine put
to use.

Vote: Medical, $99 371 000-
Item No. 1: Salaries and Allowances

generally, $3 398 800-

Mr BLAIKIE: For some years now the
priority of the need for a hospital at
Busselton has been brought to the atten-
tion Bf various Governments, and In 1971
we were told the project would proceed
and at that stage it appeared the building
would be constructed in the life of the
Tonkin Government. Of course, this was
not to be and since then a change of Gov-
ernment has occurred. The present Pre-
miier has given an undertaking that the
Priority of the hospital will be raised and
that when finance is available the project
will proceed.

I raise this matter because only the
other night .the member for Morley who
was in the area with a number of his cob-
leagues -insinuated that the Government
was procrastinating in regard to the pro-
ject. Therefore, I would like to put the
record straight in this respect.

First of all, I have only recently become
aware that the plans for the hospital have
Just been completed and the stage is
reached where contracts could be called.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I advise the
honourable member that he cannot speak
in that vein on this item which specifically
refers to salaries and allowances generally.
not the construction of hospitals. I sug-
gest he find a more appropriate Item on
which to speak.

Mr BLAIKIE: Referring to salaries and
allowances, I will continue my remarks.
My electorate does now have a medical
Centre. The Commonwealth instituted the
facility and will pay go per cent of the
running costs with the State paying the
balance. I make the Point that the priority
for the district was not a medical Centre.
but a hospital. I remind the Government,
of the priority of the district and condemn
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the previous Government for the priority
it gave to a medical centre and not a
hospital.

Vote put and passed.
Votes: Public Health, $14 344 ON0; Mental

Health Services, $19 777 000: Community
Welfare, $14 499 000-put and passed.

Part 14: Minister for Water Supplies-
Votes: Country Water Supplies, Sewer-

age, Drainage and Irrigation, $22 348 000
-put and passed.

Part 13: Minister for Railways~
Vote: Railways, $93 834 000-put and

passed.
Part 16: Minister for Mines-
Vote: State Batteries: $981 000-put and

passed.
Schedules A to E put and passed.
Clauses 1 to 4 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report

Bill reported, without amendment, and
the report adopted.

State Trading Concerns Estimates:
In Committee

The Chairman of Committees (Mr
Thompson) in the Chair; Sir Charles
Court (Treasurer) in charge of the Bill.

Votes: The West Australian Meat Ex-
port Works, $7 900 000; State Engineering
Works, $3 380 000-put and passed.

Report

Resolution reported and the report
adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by Sir
Charles Court (Treasurer), and trans-
mitted to the Council.

HILLS (2): RETURNED
1. Beef industry Committee Bill.
2. Nickel (Agnew) Agreement Bill.

Bills returned from the Council with-
out amendment.

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS ACT
AMENDMENT BIELL
Council's Amendment

Amendment made by the Council now
considered.

In Committee

The Deputy Chairman of Committees
(Mr Blale) in the Chair; Mr Mepliarlin
(Minister for Agriculture) In charge of the
Bill.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The amend-
ment made by the Council is as follows--

Clause 6. page 3. lines 5 to 8--Delete
all words in the clause and substitute
the following-

Section 4 of the principal Act is
amended-

(a) by adding after the word
"sale" in line four of sub-
section (1), the passage

"or are held in storage
for the purposes of sale":
and

(b) by adding after subsection
(7) a subsection as fol-
lows-

(8) Nothing in this
section authorises any
inspector to examine,
Inspect, take samples or
possession of, detain.
give any order in rela-
tion to, or otherwise
deal with any fruit
whilst that fruit is be-
ing held on the property
on which It was pro-
duced unless that fruit
Is being offered or ex-
Posed for sale on that
property.

Mr McPHARLI: Some concern was ex-
Pressed by various members with regard
to a prower who was holding fruit in
storage on his property in order to sell it
through a retail outlet of his own.

After consideration, It was decided that
in order to assist that rower and enable
him to hold fruit, without undue inter-
ference, so that he could sell it through
his own retail outlet, the Bill should be
amended. I move-

That the amendment made by the
Council be arced to.

Question Put and Pawsed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Report
Resolution reported, the report adopted,

and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

TEACHER EDUCATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2)

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 26th Novem-

ber.
MR A. R. TONKIN (Morley) (12.28

a.m.l: This Bill has some good features,
but the manner in which it has been
introduced does the Government no
credit. It seems the Government has &ot
consulted with those associated with
teacher education. I doubt whether the
Government realises the importance of
education in Western Australia.

It seems to me the Government just
decides, in a clandestine fashion, to alter
the Act. and it does not bother to consult
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with the staff associations. It does not
consult with the student association, with
the teachers, college boards, or the
Teacher Education Authority Council.

Mr Davies: Whom does it consult?
Mr A. R. TONKfI: I do not know with

whom It consults. Perhaps It consults with
the Director-General of Education. How-
ever, I would remind the Minister hand-
ling the Bill In this House that the
teadher education institutions are sup-
posed to be autonomous and they should
be autonomous.

I think it is a gratuitous insult not to
consult with those bodies, and not to take
them into the Government's confidence. I
do not believe this Government under-
stands the importance of education. In
fact I do not think it understands educa-
tion at all and that Is why it proposes
continually to push aside people who
specialise in teaching. We observed this
procedure during the term of the Brand
Government, year after year. The Brand
Government maintained there was no
crisis or problem in education. Teachers
who had been supporters of the Conserva-
tive parties for a long time, became
browned off.

It is very wrong for the Government to
legislate on education without consulting
the profession itself. Indeed, I am con-
cerned with the reply given to a question
asked by the member for Kalgoorie on the
27th November. In part (2) of the question
he asked whether the Minister agreed that
he gave an undertaking to the staff asso-
ciation, as mentioned in the second para-
graph of a letter received from the
Academic Staff Association of the Wes-
tern Australian Teachers Colleges.

The answer given by the Minister was,
"No". Well, I am informed that this depu-
tation which waited on the Minister for
Education was led by the member for
Subiaco. I would like to ask the member
for Subiaco, whether, in fact, at that meet-
ing the Minister for Education gave an
undertaking to the deputation to consult
with the profession before amending the
Teacher Education Act. I pause for the
eloquent reply.

I can understand that the member for
Subiaco is in a difficult position and does
not want to compromise his Minister. The
members of that deputation were people
of great importance in teacher education.
They included Mr John Prestage, the
Secretary of the Academic Staff Associa-
tion; Mr Vin Mitchell, the President of
the Academic Staff Association, Mr Cam
Riley, Treasurer of the Academic Staff
Association, Mike Cullen, Vice-President of
the Academic Staff Association, and
Heather Hazel, secretary of a branch of
the Academic Staff Association.

All those people state that an undertak-
ing was given by the Minister that consul-

tation would take place with the profes-
sion, but in fact no such consultation took
place.

Mr Mensaros: In which subject?
Mr A. R. TONKCIN:- In regard to any

amendment to the Teacher Education Act.
Mr Mensaros: The interview was tape

recorded, so be rather careful.
Mr A. R. TONKIN: Would the Minister

arrange to have the tape recording tabled
in this House?

Mr Mensaros: It is up to the Minister
for Education. Do you want the tape
recorder tabled?

Mr A. R. TONKIN: That will be a very
agreeable arrangement. I hope the Mini-
ister will arrange for his colleague in
another place to do that, although it will
not be possible in this session. I find it
hard to believe that five professional
people of such high standing would state
that an undertaking was given by the
Minister if in fact It was not given. I
have already said In the Budget debate
that I had an experience with the Min-
ister where he said something which was
quite untrue. This is a serious matter.

Whether or flat the Minister had given
an undertaking. I would consider it to be
normal practice for a Minister dealing with
education to confer with the profession
before an amending Bill is brought to this
Chamber.

Mr O'Connor: You are changing your
ground.

Mr A. R. TONIN: How am I chang-
ing my ground?

Mr O'Connor: You should know. First
of all, you said the Minister gave an
undertaking.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: That is correct.
Mr O'Connor: Now you go back on it.
Mr A. R. TONKIN: No, I am not.
Mr O'Connor: You are.
Mr A. R. TONKIN: How? I am saying

the minister gave this undertaking in the
presence of six people, one of whom was
the member for Subiaco who remains
silent. The other five were professional
educators. I am not going back at all.

Mr O'Connor: Now you are not sure.
Mr A. R. TONKIN: I am sure.
Mr O'Connor: Wait until You hear the

tape recording.
Mr A. R. TONKIN: I am saying whether

or not the undertaking was given, even
had there been no such deputation-

Mr O'Connor: Surely that Is back-
tracking.

Mr A. Ii. TONKIN: The Minister for
Police has a tortuous mind. I am sure an
undertaking was given. I san saying, sec-
ondly, whether or not an undertaking
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was given there should be consultation in
any case.

Mr O'Connor: You are sure it was given
but you are not sure.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I am sure it was
given because five professional people have
told me it was given. They are certain
and I am prepared to accept their state-
ment until there Is evidence to the con-
trary. I have given the member for Sub-
taco a chance to interject and he has not
done so.

I will leave that point because I think
it has been established where I stand on
the matter. There should be frequent con-
sultations with the profession before-

Mr O'Connor: You are wise to leave that
point.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: If I were to go on
and on with it. the Speaker would pull me
up for being repetitious. That Is why I
leave that point.

In his second reading speech the Minis-
ter said-

I have had investigations made Into
the constitution and workings of col-
lege boards.

I pose this question to the Government
which promised open government before
the election and no doubt conined many
people into thinking it believed in open
government: Who made the Investiga-
tions?

Mr Clarko interjected.
Mr A. R. TONKIN: Does the honourable

member know who made the investiga-
tions?

Mr Clarko: In November, 1972, when
this Bill was introduced by your Party,
it took no cognisance of what the people
In the teachers' colleges thought. The
staffs at that time sought alterations, and
the then Minister, the member for Kal-
goorlie, said it was the Tertiary Education
Commission of which he would take no-
tice and he did not take notice of the aca-
demic staff. Check the previous debate.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Morley.

Mr A. R. TONKIN*: That is nonsense. I
am aware that the then Minister, the
member for Kalgoorlie, had discussions
with staff members, as I did. I acted as
intermediary for the staff members at
that time. The member for Karrinyup.
who was teaching at a college, came to
this House, saw the Minister, and had the
Act changed to the special advantage of
the secondary teachers' colleges.

Mr Clarko: Yes, and I am proud of
that. It was fair and just.

Mr A. Rt. TONKIN: No doubt the mem-
ber for KarrinYup will rise to his feet-

Mr Clarko: Not unless you improve.
Mr A. R. TONKIN: -and discuss this

Bill at a later time.

In his second reading speech the M~in-
ister said-

I have had Investigations made Into
the constitution and workings of col-
lege boards.

I asked who had made the investigation.
This is not clear. It is not clear who made
the investigation or the form the investi-
gation took. If an investigation was made.
why did the Investigating officer not go to
the staff association, the student associa-
tion, and the college board and ask for
their opinions? So this investigation was
made in secret, and this is what we have
come to expect from the Government
which trumpeted loudly about open gov-
ernment but has reversed the process in-
troduced by the Tonkin Government-
which made substantial moves towards
open government-and has become a
secret government.

When I asked for some information in
connection with environmental protection,
the Premier interjected and said. "This
is a Public Place." That is his attitude: in
other words, members of the public might
be Present and they must not learn what
Is going on. The Public Pay for this Place
and It is their business, but we must keep
them out of it. So It does not surprise
the Opposition that a secret Investigation
should be made by an unknown person
who gives unknown advice to the minis-
ter, who then decides to bring a Bill into
this place.

The Minister goes on in his second read-
ing speech to say-

The boards are not sufficiently rep-
resentative. If colleges were to de-
velop into multi-purpose colleges of
advanced education...

I do not necessarily follow or agree with
his reasoning there. Whether the col-
leges are to be purely teacher education
colleges or colleges of advanced education,
I still believe their boards should be wide
and diverse in their representation. So
although I agree with community repre-
sentation on the board, for example, I do
not believe it is valid to say this Is being
done in case they become diverse colleges
of advanced education as distinct from
Purely teacher education colleges.

Teacher education has such a wide,
broad, and important community function
that the board should cover wide interests
and points of view. Dr Swinburne, the
Deputy Chairman of the Commission of
Advanced Education, gave this advice to
the member for Kalgoorlie when he was
the Minister: that if teachers' colleges
were to become colleges of advanced edu-
cation community representation on their
boards should be increased. He did not
say that If the colleges were not to become
colleges of advanced education community
representation should not be increased. In
other words, although Dr Swinburne was
minding his own business and saying, ,if
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they become colleges of advanced educa- and make him chairman. I could under-
tion community representation should be
increased", he was not saying the reverse
-that if they remained as teachers' col-
leges community representation should not
be increased.

Therefore, I believe wide representation
is needed anyway. I have indicated that
we favour Increased community represen-
tation on college boards. Teacher educa-
tion is a very important aspect of com-
munity life.

Of course, the community pays for it In
various ways, through various agencies,
Australian and State, and the community
therefore should be represented. I believe
this is one of the Present weaknesses of
the Senate of the University of Western
Australia; it Is not sufficiently represen-
tative of the community. The community
is Pouring tremendous amounts of money
Into that institution, yet the Senate of
the university is not sufficiently responsive
to Public pressure.

I am happy to agree with the Bill to
some degree: it increases community
representation and makes it a mandatory
four members. But I do not agree with the
legislation being imposed on the profession
without consultation. The amendment to
the Act to place the vice-principal and the
deputy vice-principal on the college board
seems to me to go too far. I can under-
stand the Minister's argument that If there
Is to be a chairman, it should be the prin-
cipal of the college. aithougs I do have
some reservations about that point.

There has not been time to research
this matter and to consult with members
of the profession and with other interested
Persons. However, It is quite likely that
the principal should not be the chairman
and that the chairman should be someone
else. This Bill has been rushed through
the Parliament in a manner we are be-
coming accustomed to, and there has not
been enough time to ascertain who would
be the most likely person to nominate as
chairman of the board.

Mr Clarko: Would you like to go back
to November, 1972. and work out how
much time you gave us?

Mr A. R. TONKINJ: We gave the mem-
ber for Harrlnyup enough time to come
in here and twist the Minister's arm.

Mr Clarko: You would not have any
idea about the situation in colleges today.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: The argument used
by the Minister is that the deputy prin-
cipal may have to go onto the college
board at a moment's notice if something
happens to the Principal; he may be ill or
on leave or something of that nature.
The vice-principal would then become
acting chairman, although he is not
even a member of the board. This is
a valid point; it is difficult to take a man
who has never been a member of the board

stand the argument that, if he Is to be-
come the chairman in the absence of the
Principal, he should also be a regular
member of the board.

Mr Clarko: That was a weakness of
your Government's Act.

Mr A. R. TONKINq: I am not saying that
every Act 'or any Act of the Tonkin Gov-
ernment was perfect. I think the Inter-
jection indicates the rather simplistic at-
titude the member for Karrinyup, adopts.
He should not be foolish; no legislation we
turn out here Is perfect.

Mr Clarko: What you are saying is that
you were wrong.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I am admitting that
this Bill is an improvement on the parent
Act.

Mr Clarko: That is fair enough; that Is
all I wanted to hear you say.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I do not know
whether the member for Karrinyup, derives
pleasure from attempting to score points.
However, I am not here to score points
but to discuss principles; after all, prin-
ciples are the things which matter.

While I accept that perhaps the prin-
cipal should be chairman of the board-
I am not saying that is necessarily right-
and that the vice-principal, for con-
venience, should take his place In his
absence, I do not accept that this should
be extended even further to include the
deputy vice-principal. If that Is the argu-
ment used by the Minister to increase
representation, I do not accept it.

It is very important, too, that these
colleges be democratic institutions. Some
months ago, I stated In this Parliament
that our educational institutions ought to
prepare us for a democracy. Who knows-
if we prepare students for a democracy,
perhaps we might eventually have a
democracy'1

Consequently, our educational institu-
tions which are training teachers should
be democratic and should become increas-
ingly democratic and get away from a
strictly hierarchical structure. Therefore,
I do not see that it is necessary to put
the three top administrators on the board
in an ex officio, capacity. After all, they
are classed as academic staff, as would be
seen by a reference to section 49 (2) of
the parent Act. Therefore, if they are held
in such high standing amongst the
academic staff, there is no reason that the
deputy vice-principal should not be elected
to the board, If that is the wish of the
academic staff. However, I do not see why
they should have to be ex officio members.
We are trying to Promote autonomy and
get away from the idea that the colleges
are the mere creatures of the Education
Department.
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I refer now to the provision for four
ministerial appointees to the board. Pre-
sumably, the Minister will appoint four
members to the board on the advice of the
Teacher Education Authority. Given the
standing and ability of some Ministers,
very often-perhaps always-these ap-
pointees will be appointed purely on the
advice of the TEA. The board would then
consist of a principal, a vice-principal, a
deputy vice-prinipal-appointed by the
TEA-and four ministerial appointees, also
indirectly appointed by the TEA.

Therefore, we would have seven mem-
bers on the board who, to a certain extent,
and to varying degrees, would be crea-
tures of the TEA. That is a very real prob-
lem; the real danger with such institutions
Is that the Teacher Education Authority
may usurp the role formerly enjoyed by
the Education Department. Instead of
having genuine autonomy we will have
Teacher Education Authority control of
the teachers' colleges. This Is undesirable.

It Is not Just the staff and the students
who desire autonomy; we believe and the
people Interested in this area generally
accept that there should be autonomy.
This Is why we have moved amendments
to this Bill. We dispute that there should
be a deputy vice-principal and four min-
isterial appointees on a board consisting of
17 or 18 members. Our amendment states
that three ministerial appointees would
be plenty. I believe our amendments will
help overcome some of the objections to
the Bill. Personally, I am In favour of
ministerial appointees.

There are some people in the profession
who say that the Minister should not put
his own people on such boards. However,
I remind members that the Minister is in
charge of education and is responsible to
the people of Western Australia for educa-
tion In this State and for spending millions
of dollars on education. Therefore, I think
It is only fair and reasonable that the Min-
ister should say, "I would like to see this
kind of influence on the board, as long
as It does not dominate the board. There-
fore, I will appoint two or three people."
But I think three are enough. Indeed, If I
were able to legislate just as I wished,
without having to compromise with various
pressures, as we all do, I might say that
two members would be sufficient. However,
our amendment stipulates three ministerial
appointees.

What type of ministerial appointees will
go onto the board? I am concerned with
this aspect. I do not know what appointees
the Minister may have in mind. No doubt
he will listen to the TEA and perhaps,
even, the Director-General of Education.
I hope he will1 not appoint three bureau-
crats. For instance, I hope that an officer
from the Treasury Department will not be
appointed to watch how the dollars are
to be spent: there are other ways of doing

that. I also hope the Director-General of
Education will not be an appointee.

If I were the Minister for Education and
had the responsibility of choosing mini-
isterial appointees. I would look further
afield. I would look at the board and see
what kind of representation it had and
then I would say, "I know a gentleman
down at the university who has some great
ideas on education". The board will not
deal just with teacher education but with
all the ramnifications of education. I 'would
appoint qualified people from the com-
munity. I hope the Minister does not Just
appoint to the board four-or three, If our
amendment Is accepted-people from the
bureaucracy.

I do not have a phobia about bureau-
crats. They have their places and gener-
ally speaking they do a good lob, but I do
not think they should have such wide
powers If they are given too much power
they tend to run the State, and I do not
think that is desirable.

I1 would ask the Minister to give con-
sideration to the type of ministerial ap-
pointees. I suggest that three such
appointees out of a membership of 1'?
or 18 Is adequate. When one seeks to alter
the composition of the board one should
bear in mind that the existing membership
should not be devalued. For example, the
academic staff has four and should have
had five members under the Parent Act.
Let us assumne there are four academic
staff on the board; that would be four
out of a board of nine, or a 44 per cent
representation.

That percentage might be a little high.
I might not win many friends in the pro-
fession in saying that. I do not believe that
teachers are the only ones who know about
education, and that other people have no
contribution to make. Under the existing
Act the board could have as many as 12
members. In that case the academic staff
representation would be 33 per cent.

Under the Government policy as mani-
fested In this Bill the academic staff ratio
will be four out of 17 or 18 members; and
that Is a reduction in the ratio to 22 per
cent. So the ratio of academic staff on
the board will be decreased.

My amendment seeks to reduce the
ministerial appointees to three or four,
and to discard the deputy vice-president.
That would arrest the drift to some ex-
tent, because under my amendment the
ratio of four out of 18 members would give
a representation of 25 per cent.

The SPEAER: Could this detail be
given in the Committee stage?

Ur A. R. TONKIN: Again in the Corn-
mittee stage?

The SPE-AKE: I doubt whether that
will be Permitted.
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Mr A. R. TONKIN: I am speaking on
the Bill. I do not intend to weary the
House by going through the same argu-
ments In the Committee stage, except
perhaps very briefly. I welcome the rep-
resentation of the nonacademic staff on
the board. I regret the Government's
attitude with regard to other workers.

When the present Government was in
Opposition it complained about the repre-
sentatives of employees being appointed
to the abattoirs board. They considered
that those workers were no higher than
the animals they slaughtered. That is an
elitist attitude which is not in accord
with the 20th century.

I do believe that the employees should
be appointed to boards of management In
every industry, and also in regard to
teacher education. The Government is
agreeable to that in the case of teacher
education, but not in regard to what %t
considers to be the lower forms of occupa-
tion such as workers at abattoirs. I can-
not agree with that attitude. I welcome
the fact there is representation of the non-
academic staff.

A great deal of concern about secrecy is
being expressed at every teachers' college.
I am surprised at the extent to which this
concern has been shown in several colleges
In the State about the lack of informa-
tion of board meetings, and the fact that
those meetings are not open to the staff.
the students, or the public. Why cannot
they be open meetings? After all, sittings
of Parliament are open to the public, but
I do not blame the people for not coming
here because it seems to be a rather dull
place. The point is they can come if they
wish. Under our Standing Orders there
is provision to exclude strangers. Surely
what we discuss in Parliament is relatively
important, yet the sittings are open to
the public. What is considered at board
meetings is usually not of such import-
ance that strangers should not be present.
I say that at every level I believe in the
Principle of open government and I be-
lieve this should apply to the Government
as well as to the teachers' colleges.

If there is a matter of great delicacy
to be discussed provision could be made to
exclude the Public or members of the staff.
Not only should they be open to the pub-
lic, but the minutes should also be freely
available to the profession and to the
trainee teachers.

I now give a rundown of the Position
college by college. I understand that the
Position at the Claremont Teachers' Col-
lege is that the minutes are not available
to the staff: at the Churchlands Teachers'
College edited minutes are available: at
Mt. Lawley Teachers' College the minutes
are edited notes of board meetings; at
the WA. Secondary Teachers' College the
minutes are freely available; and at the
Graylands Teachers' College only edited

minutes are available, and the agenda is
confidential and not available to the staff.
In respect of the -Teacher Education
Council the minutes are not available
either.

Do we not wish these professional people
to take an Interest in their college? How
can they If they do not have access to the
agenda or the minutes? Although I believe
the minutes should be made available, that
is not the whole story, because the minutes
do not tell the whole story. Generally
speaking I believe the meetings should
be open to those who wish to attend.

It is an Insult to the professional people
not to consult them when a Bill of such
importance Is brought forward. We have
too much of the kind of government
where "Big Brother" and the Minister
direct all affairs. That is an arrogant atti-
tude for a Government to adopt, and the
people have a right to reject such arrog-
ance.

The Minister should realise that these
people want to help. Consultation will
benefit not only the colleges and education
but also the Government, because it will
create goodwill among the teachers and
will be seen as government above board.
I believe the Government will gain from
such consultations.

Teacher education is tremendously im-
portant. The teacher is the basis of edu-
cation, and he is far more important than
buildings, equipment, and so on. We on
this side of the House cannot emphasise
too strongly the Importance of teacher ed-
ucation. I hope the Government will place
tremendous emphasis on teacher educa-
tion by not rushing through a Bill which
Is ill-conceived, to carry out investigation
in secret. I hope the Government In the
future will take into its confidence the
men and women who are responsible for
education In this State.

They are responsible people who can be
trusted, and it is up to us as legislators to
ensure that people who, after all, are
experts in this field are consulted.

Once again referring to one of my
hobbyhorses, how splendid it would be
if this Parliament had a standing com-
mittee on education to which teachers
could make submissions, and to which they
could speak from time to time on a proper
basis.

MR SKIDMORLE (Swan) (1.01 a.m.]: I
wish to speak briefly and the area of this
measure which has been left to me to
cover is fairly limited because of the
manner in which the member for Morley
has looked into the Bill and its implica-
tions in so far as teachers' colleges are
concerned. However, it would be remiss
of me if I did not make some comment
on the question regarding the undertaking
which was supposed to have been given by
the Minister, in his second reading
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speech, when he mentioned an investiga-
tiort. The Minister said-

S..the Minister had investigations
made into the constitution and work-
ing of college boards after their first
12 months of operation since they
were originally constituted.

I would assume from that statement that
the Minister had actually consulted or had
at least been in touch with all of the
college boards. However, it has been
brought to my attention that some eight
or nine persons who were on a college
board were not consulted, and they were
not requested to give any point of view at
all.

The Minister said that all college
boards would be given an Opportunity to
express an opinion before any action was
taken to alter the existing conditions and
I find It very difficult to understand that
statement. It would appear that perhaps
the Minister is acting In an Irresponsible
manner and saying that it does not really
matter what happens in teacher education.
Perhaps he is saying it does not matter
what happens to college boards. As the
member f or Morley said, it seems that it
does not really matter.

I am tremendously worried because my
interest is not academic, but at the com-
munity level. I find myself in accord
with the community, and community
interest is something which, perhaps
should be given greater consideration. Per-
haps the member for Morley, in his pro-
posed amendment, will go a long way
towards achieving his objective but I have
some reservations on the rounds of the
responsibility of the boards.

The Minister, in his second reading
speech, referred to certain institutions, of
a like nature, concerned with education,
which had boards also. He referred
to the university senate which has 26
members covering a staff of 565 and 10 000
students. The senate does an admirable
job and I feel it should be made known
there are no ministerial appointments to
the senate. The council at WAIT con-
sists of 17 members, covering approxi-
mately 11 000 students. When looking at
the teachers' colleges, I will refer to one
of which I am aware. For the Mt. Lawley
Teachers' Training College it is proposed
to have a board of 18 members and a staff
of approximately 90 to look after 1 000
students.

Mr Mensaros: Did the honourable mem-
ber say there would be 18 members on the
board at the Mt. Lawley college?

Mr SKIDMORE: Yes, 18 members. it
is proposed that the board to look after
teacher training colleges will comprise
approximately 90 members of the colleges
Plus another 28 members. A staff of
something over 100 will look after all the
teacher training colleges throughout West-
ern Australia, and that seems to be rather

top-heavy. I do not know whether the
answer is in the Bill.

I differ from the member for Morley In
so far as he says the Minister should have
the power to appoint community people.
I might agree if the Minister were to
appoint People who had a community in-
terest, but I am concerned that it will be
possible for the Minister to look at the
qualifications of the people involved in
teacher education and perhaps more
academic people will be appointed.

That is my main concern with regard to
the Bill. I do not wish to traverse the
ground covered by the member for Morley.
I agree 100 Per cent with what he has
said with regard to the advantages asso-
ciated with the Bill. I believe they are in
the interests of teachers' colleges.

The colleges have had their own
autonomy for some tine and we should
not interrupt the conditions which exist
at present. The colleges sought autonomy
for many years and now they have
achieved it I do not believe the college
boards have yet been given an opportunity
to show their worth. I am disturbed at
the interpretation of their efforts. Auto-
nomy is for the betterment of teacher
training. That is the opinion which has
been expressed to me, and I share that
view. It seems to me to be completely un-
f air to make a major alteration by inject-
ing into a college board a great number
of people over and above those who have
endeavoured to make their autonomy work.

One is not unmindful of the argument
put forward by the member for Morley
when he said the organisation might be-
come top-heavy so that the bureaucrats
may be in a position to act to the detri-
ment of community interests. That could
be so.

The appointment of a deputy vice-
principal and a vice-principal could
achieve that objective. I am not satisfied
with the argument raised by the Minister.
The vice-principal does not have to act as
chairman when the president is away
from the college board. It is logical that
the appointment should be from the ranks
of the college board to overcome the ques-
tion regarding the chairman. People
already on the board would have a
certain amount of expertise and would
be able to act as chairman. I do not agree
with the Minister that the right of a vice-
principal should be extended beyond the
college board. The chairman could quite
easily be appointed from within the college
board. I support the amendment which is
to be moved by the member for Morley,
and perhaps during the Committee stage
I may develop my argument further in
order to make the amendment appear
more satisfactory, and more acceptable to
the House.
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DR DADOUR (Subiaco) [1.10 a.m.]: I moved by the member for Morley. I pre-
was very happy, earlier this year, to lead
a delegation of five people to the Minister
for Education. At that meeting various
discussions took place with the five-person
delegation, and they presented their case
each, in turn, very concisely.

Mr T. D. Evans: when was the meeting?

Dr DADOUR: I forget the exact date.

Mr T. D. Evans: Recently?

Dr. DAflOUR: About three or four
months ago. We all came away from the
mneeting with the Minister, very very happy.
The Minister did say that there would be
no amendment to the Teacher Education
Act, or to the conditions of service, until
discussions had taken Place between the
council of the Western Australian teacher
association, and the Academic Staff
Association.

MR CLARICO (Karrinyup) (1.12 am.]:
I shall try to be as brief as possible. In
essence, the debate is about whether or
not the amendments now under discussion
improve the existing Act. If one goes
through the list of people who are on the
boards one sees the principal is on the
board and, as far as I know, no objection
has been raised.

We now have the question of a vice-
Principal to be added with the passing of
this Bill. When the last Bill was Passed
by Parliament in November. 1972, the Op-
position of that time attempted to include
a vice-principal on the board and the then
Minister for Education-now the member
for Kalgoorlie-refused to accept the
amendment. The amendment Proposed
by the member for Morley does not attempt
to delete "vice-principal" so I assume that
means the Opposition is satisfied with the
inclusion.

I agree with the appointment of a
deputy vice-principal, which is the new
title for the women's warden. In mxy
opinion women's wardens have Played an
essential part in the senior management
of our colleges since their inception. I
believe that, even though Arlana Stassino-
pulos is visiting somewhere in Perth today.
working against women's liberation.

These people have played a major role
in the administration of teachers' colleges
and they should be included. At present
there is no Provision for a woman on the
board and, if for no other reason, that is
a Powerful argument in favour of the
Proposed amendment because if one goes
to a teachers' college and observes those
present one will see that the majority of
them are females.

We then come to the provision that
one of the five staff members shall be a
Person who is f rom the nonacademic area.
Again no amendment to this has been

sume, like myself, he agrees with the pro-
vision.

I cannot see why the student represen-
tation was laid down as not less than one
and not more than two and as a former
President of a student council I say that
I1 would prefer two students.

Mr T. D). Evans: I agree with the mem-
ber for Karrinrup, on that point.

Mr CLARKO: I come to the next sub-
paragraph and where Previously two to
four people could-be appointed from the
general community the Bill now provides
for four appointments.

Mr Skidmore: Let us see you cross the
floor.

Mr B. T. Burke: If he comes across we
will leave.

Mr CLARKO: So there can be little argu-
ment on that point. The final subpara-
graph refers to four Persons nominated by
the Minister. Let me say frankly that
the best way to fill a position in my view
is by election. To fill a position by ap-
pointment is an inferior method. Some-
times a person is appointed to a committee
because of the position he holds, say as a
principal of a college. However, when we
look at this question of ministerial ap-
pointments we must go back to the original
Act which was framed by the Opposition
when it was in Government. I do not
wish to delay the House because of the
late hour, but we see in the parent Act
provision for many ministerial appoint-
ments. In fact, the elected members made
up a very small proportion of the original
board. To my mind this is a disadvantage
in the Act. I prefer people to be elected
to boards, or to hold Positions because of
their posts.

Anyone interested in this matter should
look at the original Act.

The member for Morley attempted to
criticise my role in the formation of the
Act. I admit that I was associated with
the original proposal to include both the
principal and a staff member of the Sec-
ondary Teachers' College. However, I
believe one principal and one member of
staff from each college should be appointed
to the board. This would add four more
people to a body of about 20. On that occa-
sion when I listened to the argument of
the then Minister for Education, I was
impressed with its quality. However. I was
intrigued when he said the additional
members would make the body too un-
wieldy. He said this as he spoke to the 51
members in the House, and he was a
Minister leading those members.

Mr Jlamieson: Are you not convinced
of the fact now?

Mr CLAIUCO: I was surprised to see
that the amendment proposed by the
member for Morley would reduce the
provision for four People to three people.
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To my mind this amendment would be
of such little significance that the com-
position of the board would not be affected
to any great extent. Had his amend-
ment been drafted to increase the repre-
sentation of academic staff, as someone
involved with academic staff for a few
years, I would have looked more closely at
it.

Mr A, R. Tonkin: We had two hours to
consider It,

Mr CLARKO: I am glad the honour-
able member raised the point about time.
I cannot go into the matter here, but
he should ask one of his colleagues about
what happened when the parent Act was
introduced here. The Opposition had only
one morning to consider it. I was at
teachers' college at the time, and, as the
member for Morley implied, doing no-
thing-he has not been in one for such
a long time that he does not know what
goes on-and I spent three hours going
through the Bill, as it was at the time.

Mr Bryce: What a great man!

Mr CLARiKO: I am prepared to stand
on my record-

Mr B. T. Burke: You could not find it
to stand on it.

Mr CLARICO: The member for Ascot
was a member of this House when the
original Bill was debated. I do not think
he should be proud of his part in the
passage of the legislation without the
amendments proposed in the Hill before
US.

Mr Bryce: I am proud indeed.

Mr CLARKO: If the honourable mem-
ber supports this Bill, he agrees that the
vice-principal should be appointed to the
board. However, the original BiUl did not
provide this, and when an amendment was
moved to this effect in 1972, the Minister
refused to accept It.

In conclusion, I do not see a clear ques-
tion of counter forces or pressure groups
on a board such as this. The day that
happens, the college board might just
as well fold up and the colleges return
to their earlier system. I am aware that
we could have an autocrat as principal at a
college, but from my study of teacher edu-
cation in Western Australia, although
there have been a number of autocratic
principals, most of them have been benign
and wise autocrats.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: You have an authori-
tarian streak.

Mr Bryce: Haven't they all?

Mr CLARKO: We may get a principal
of this type, so to my way of thinking
the amendments proposed in the Bill are
infinitely superior to the provisions in the
parent Act. I support the Bill.

Mr Bryce: Are you going to still say
you favour two students on the board?

(ISA)

ME MENSAEOS (Floreat-Minister for
Industrial Development) (1.20 a.m.J: Mr
Acting Speaker-

Sir Charles Court: Is the little fellow
running around there going to move his
amendments?

Mr Bryce; They will be moved. The
Minister is showing signs of distress-I
hope he speaks up so we can hear him.

Mr MENSAROB: I thank members for
their contributions to the debate. I Was
somewhat upset to hear the general tone
of the principal Oppositlon speaker. I
often wonder whether he knows about
constructive criticism. In my humble
opinion this Bill is not a political
matter. By attempting to Criticise the
Bill he went on, as he usually does, to Use
this opportunity for the sake of garrulity
to attack the Government without any
logical connection between his comments
and the measure. He has made the same
remarks before. He has not used as many
adjectives tonight, but I do not blame him
for that as it is very late. We did not
hear his best adjectives by any means,
and he did not get much further than
using words such as "clandestine". I have
heard him use much better words.

Mr Bryce: You have become a very dull
character since you changed sides.

Mr MENSAROS: I want to make brief
comments about certain accusations made
by the member for Morley. I interrupted
him, as I seldom do. when he talked about
the Minister's undertaking to this deputa-
tion. The Minister had me understand that
-with consensus of the parties--a tape
recorder was operating In a room when he
received the deputation. Unfortunately the
Minister's secretary is presently on leave.
but she transcribed the conversation from
the tape recorder, The Minister cannot
vouch for the transcription, and he cannot
say that the secretary did not deliberately
falsify the notes. However, the Minister
has no reason to think-and I can see the
logic of his argument-that this employee
would have done so. Accordingly to the
record, the Minister gave no undertaking
relating specifically to the provisions of
this Bill except for one,

The Minister did say, according to this
minute, that a desire was expressed for
the inclusion of nonacademic staff on the
board also. In fact, the amending Bill
heeds this suggestion. The Minister under-
took that any amendments to the Act-as
the member for Subiaco said, although I
do not think he expressed himself pre-
cisely-would be discussed with the
Teacher Education Authority. Quite apart
from what transpired at this meeting. I
can understand the Minister saying this
because the role of the Teacher Education
Authority, as the member for Kalgoorlie
well knows, Is to look after such things
and advise the Minister on matters relating
to teacher education. I do not want to get
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into a long argument with the member for
Morley about open government and consul-
tation. There Is a lot of merit In this Idea.
however, It cannot be taken to extremes.

Mr A. R, Tonkin: All we are asking Is
for a little bit of normal courtesy.

Mr MENSAROS: Do not get excited.
Mr A. R. Tonkin: I am not getting ex-

cited.
Sir Charles Court: Have a look at your-

self.
Mr Bryce: This is the man who spon-

sors democracy-the fuel and energy legis-
lation!£

Mr MIENSAROS: members opposite
should not get excited. If the member
for Morley had his way, we would have
investigations and green papers every-
where. I do not think any administrative
work would be done.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Ever heard of demo-
cracy-of consultation with the people?

Mr Bryce: let us do away with Parlia-
ment altogether.

Sir Charles Court: You are trying to.
Mr Bryce: It is a rubber stamp.
Mr A. R. Tonkin: What do you mean

by trying to?
Sir Charles Court: You are committed

to get rid of State Parliaments.
Mr Jamieson* Why, It is not a democ-

racy?
Sir Charles Court: Of course it isl
Mr A. R. Tonkin: It Is a farce.
Sir Charles Court: it would be better

if they had some of this democracy In
Federal Parliament.

Mr Jamieson: No, they are elected by
the people, not by kangaroos and goats.

Mr Bryce: What about their gerry-
mandering? The word "democracy" should
fry on the Premier's lips.

Sir Charles Court: You would not know
what democracy was.

Mr MENSAROS: At least the member
for Morley subscribes to the idea of corn-
mnunity involvement and representation. I
bad the good fortune to talk to most of
the members of the Commonwealth com-
mission into advanced education institu-
tions. Of course, it is the duty of such a
commission to look at the affairs of the
teacher education colleges and to make
recommendations about triennial plans.
All but one of the people who have con-
tacted me on this matter subscribe to the
idea of more community involvement and
they have very good reason for this.

It is not only that the colleges were
made autonomous to get them away from
the hierarchy of the Education Depart-
ment, as the member for Morley said, but
also because it Is desirable that the com-
munity should be involved. The board of
the college is not dealing only with em-
ployees here.

The member for Swan said he would like
the number of board members to be in
proportion to the number of students at
each Institute. I cannot go along with
this argument at all. I do not think it is
logical because small institutions may
have exactly the same sort of pensuam
in front of them. The only difference is
the quantity. A teachers' college board
might deal with $10 000 whereas a univer-
sity deals in millions but the subject mat-
ters of decision is similar.

The college board performs other tasks
than Just looking after students and staff.
It has an administrative job, and financial
and managerial questions have to be con-
sidered. So I do not think it is quite
equitable to consider only the academic
staff. If a college board Is properly consti-
tuted and properly led, it is very efficient.
I have had the experience of association
with one particular college board.

Questions such as those mentioned by
the honourable member simply do not
come up, The meetings of the college
board of Churoblands Teachers' Training
College involve lively discussions and many
differences of opinion, but matters are
never Put to a vote. Questions are finally
decided with consensus on the basis of the
best move for the college.

The member for Swan is mistaken if
he thinks there are nio ministerial ap-
pointments to the university senate.
According to section lOB of the Act, six
members are appointed by the Government
-in other words, on tihe Minister's recomn-
mendation. I think the member is also
wrong when he says there are 18 board
members at Mt. Lawley Teachers' College.

In fact when an investigation was con-
ducted into the affairs of the college boards
it was ascprtained that Mt. Lawley was one
of the colleges which did not take full
advantage of the provision to enable com-
munity members to be appointed to the
board. I think that college appointed only
two such members.

Mr& Skidnmore: You misunderstood what
I1 said. You are having the same difficulty
that you and I have at all times when we
speak across the floor. I was referring in
my speech to the fact that when the new
members were appointed there would be
18 members. I am well aware that the
college had only two community members.

Mr MENSAROS: I take the point.
Nevertheless, I am saying that the college
boards were investigated and it was found
that some of them-and I1 mention Mt.
Lawley because the member for Swan
mentioned it-had not co-opted the full
number of four community members to
their boards.

Mr Skidmnore: Only because they had
difficulty in getting community-minded
people to go along.

Mr MENSAROS: That Is an argument in
favour of ministerial appointments because
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the Minister and his advisers presumably
will not have difficulty in obtaining such
members.

Mr Skidmore: Is the Minister going to
force these appointments?

Mr IvEhNSAROS: As I explained In my
second reading speech, the purpose of the
amendment is to widen community repre-
sentation on the boards. If possible the
members should be selected according to
the specific requirements of the college.
In my second reading speech I gave ex-
amples of the various teachers' colleges be-
coming multi-purpose colleges, and the
various functions these members on the
boards will perform in matters other than
only teacher education.

The member for Karrlnyup correctly
said that one of the reasons in favour of
the inclusion of the deputy vice-principal
is that she happens to be a woman, I do
not think this is a bad thing. I do not
know why, but for some reason this hurts
the Opposition because the member for
Balga made all sorts of interjections about
it.

The other proposition put by the mem-
ber for Karrlnyup was in respect of
whether or not board members should be
elected. I know that in the United States
members of school boards are elected by
the community at large. However,
I wonder whether this would be a correct
procedure in our circumstances. In any
event, I wonder whether the member for
Karrinyup has given thought to which
electoral college should elect the members
of the board, because this proposition
would depend to a great extent on who
would elect the members.

If we subscribe to the principle that
they should be elected by the college itself,
then we would depart from the proper pur-
pose of the boards because they would be
entirely self-represented. As I tried to ex-
plain. the board has as its Proper function
the management of financial, academic,
organisational, and staff matters, in addi-
tion to looking after the whole community
of the college. Therefore, if a board Is
elected only by college members-that is,
the staff, students, and Perhaps non-
academic staff-I wonder whether we
would achieve the desired result, which Is
a diversification according to Interest,
education, and profession.

Question Put and Passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr

Thompson) in the Chair: Mr Mensaros
(Minister for Industrial Development) in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 1 put and passed.
Clause 2: Section 38 amended-
Mr A. R. TONKIN: I move an amend-

ment-
Page 2, lines 10 and il-Delete the

words "and Deputy Vice Principal".

The effect of my amendment Is that only
the principal and the vice-principal-who
may be called upon to become chairman-
will be members of the board. We see
merit in enabling the vice-principal to be
the chairman In the absence of the prin-
cipal, provided the Government agrees
with the principle that the principal
should be the chairman of the board. The
Opposition will consult with professional
people with a view to bringing down an
amending Bill which will tidy up some
of these points.

We can see that perhaps the vice-prin-
cipal should be on the board, but there Is
certainly no need to have on the board the
deputy vice-principal, who is a member
of the academic staff. As such, If she has
great standing there is no reason why
the academic staff cannot elect her to the
board, thereby achieving the same result.
However, we do not want the board over-
loaded with the hierarchy of the college.

Another effect of the amendment is to
reduce the possible membership of the
board from 18 to 16. This will reduce the
devaluation of staff representation on the
board.

Mr MENSAROS: I am afraid I cannot
recommend that the Committee accept the
amendment. I have already said that one
of the arguments in favour of this ap-
pointment is that the deputy vice-principal
happens to be a woman. The other argu-
ment is that because of his practical
experience I think it Is correct that the
principal should be the chairman of the
board and those administrators who awe
under him will go onto the board, and, in
his absence, may act as chairman. I think
this is much more Practical than the pro-
position presented by the member for
Swan that the board should elect its own
chairman.

In the commercial world it is common
for a board to have on it such experts as
the general manager and some of his staff.
Therefore, I think it is practical that peo-
ple who are expert In the everyday life of
the college administration should chair
the meetings. The views of the external
members are, of course, views of good
sense: but those members could not be
expected to be quite familiar with the day-
to-day administration of the college.
Therefore. I feel the admendment Is not
Justified.

Mr BRYCE: As my colleague, the mem-
ber for Morley, has clearly and capably
indicated, the design of the Minister is to
create a board which is administratively
top-heavy. I Indicated by way of inter-
jection that the fact that the deputy vice-
principal of a college is a woman, and that
Is the reason to favour the appointment,
is nothing more than sheer tokenism.
Ultimately we can imagine that the prin-
cipal and the vice-principal of the college
could be women. Why use the fact that in
this ease she is a woman as an excuse to
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write into the Statute that the deputy
vice-principal of the college should be in-
eluded on the board?

Mr Mensaros: That is not the reason.

Mr ERYCE: That Is an argument the
Minister used.

Mr Mensaros: It is one of the reasons.
Mr BRYCE: Exactly. We are not deal-

ing with short-term legislation: It should
last for a long time. There is not an
iota of reasoning that would deny the pos-
sibillty that a woman could become a
Principal or a deputy principal of a college.
If the Minister argues that one of the rea-
sons that he supports the inclusion of the
deputy vice-principal on the board is the
fact that she is a woman, he has no
ground to sustain that argument.

Mr Mensaros: I cannot follow your logic.
Mr CLARKO: I often listen to members

opposite talk about my party being in
the 19th century, etc. If ever I have seen
People reflect the attitude of the 19th
century, I see it tonight when members
Opposite attempt to ensure that a woman
will not became a principal of a teachers'
college. I strongly believe women should
be given that right-

Mr Bryce: Of course they should.
Mr CLARKO: -nd I believe we should

ensure the deputy vice-principal of the
college is on the board where the power
lies.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: She can be elected.
Mr CLARKO: At present they are all

women. As far as I am concerned by
giving these people a rightful place on' the
board we will encourage them to continue
their academic study. At the moment
none of the women, with the exception of
the deputy vice-principal at the Church-
lands college, has qualifications as high as
those of the men. If this move will encour-
age women in our colleges to aspire to these
positions because they will automatically be
given a Place on the board, and If this
encourages them to strive for higher quali-
fications, I think it is a first-class idea. I
would be delighted to see members oppo-
site, with their gaiters and celluloid col-
lars, vote against having women on the
board.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: The member for
Ascot made it quite clear that he believed
the day should come when sex Is irrele-
vant in regard to appointments to a posi-
tion.

Mr Clarko: It is Perfectly relevant to
this Post at the moment. They are all
women.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I do not believe that
Is right. These posts should be thrown
open to all people no matter what their
sex. I do not think the member for
Karrlnyup can show me where the Act
proscribes a woman from becoming a

principal. Indeed, I am sure the day will
come when women will be appointed as
principals. Sex is quite irrelevant.

Mr Clarko: It is 100 per cent relevant to
this position of deputy vice-principal.

Mr A. R. TONQKIN: It is quite wrong to
appoint a person to a board because she is
a woman.

Mr Clarko: She has two advantages: she
holds the Post, and she Is a woman.

Mr A. ft. TONKfI: It is wrong to ap-
point a person to a position because that
person is not a, woman, and it is equally
wrong to appoint a person to a position
because that person is a woman.

Mr O'Neil: The Interpretation Act
makes no distinction.

Mr A. ft. TONKIN: That is right. The
fact that a person is a woman is not a
valid consideration when appointing mem-
bers to the board. If the deputy vice-
principal is of tremendous calibre she could
be elected to the board by the academic
staff. It is wrong to assume as the Min-
ister has done, that the principal or the
vice-principal is an expert in a highly-
qualified field, and that the other academic
staff are not experts. This is not like a
kindergarten which has qualified teachers
and a lot of unqualified children; all these
people are qualified. The Minister's
argument In that respect demonstrates an
elementary lack of knowledge of the pro-
vision.

Mr Mensaros: On the contrary; you
have no practical experience. I did not
say they are experts in education; I said
they are experts in the affairs of the
college which are discussed at the meet-
ings. They live with these affairs every
day. It is very useful if the chairman iIs
one of these people.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: We do not like an
authoritarian approach and we do not see
why these People should be appointed to
the board of that college. They are quite
capable of being elected by the academic
staff. So we want to get away from this
hierarchical and authoritarian attitude
where the TEA and the principal control
the college. We want to see a situation
reached where a high Proportion of the
members are elected.

Mr Mensaros: Elected by whom?
Mr Clarko: The majority elect them.

Mr A. Rt TONKINq: That increases the
proportion 'of elected members. I said noth-
ing about a majority. The member for
Karrinyup tries all the time to put words
in my mouth. I said It will increase the
proportion of elected members. The deputy
principal, the vice-principal, and the
deputy vice-principal are all appointed by
the TEA, We do not wish to see the TEA
having control over the college. If these
people are appointed ex officio it means
that three nominees will be appointed from
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the TEA. Autonomy has not been achieved
there yet. it cannot be achieved Just by
the waving of a wand and by saying, "Go2
forth and be autonomous". Autonomy Is
something that comes about over a period.
We cannot grant autonomy in the true
sense. We may be able to do so in excep-
tional cases but usually all we can do is
to encourage groups to develop autonomy
In these colleges. I believe by appointing
these three nominees from the TEA It will
increase the control of the TEA over the
board and we want to work towards
genuine autonomy in these institutions.

One of the greatest steps ever taken In
our universities has been their refusal to
bow down to pressures which have tried
to Interfere with their freedom. obviously
universities must have some responsibility
towards society otherwise they become Ir-
relevant. We have to strike a balance be-
tween the two extremes at a point where
a body is responsible to the community,
but at the same time has some kind of
academic freedom to keep Its integrity
intact. Therefore it Is important that we
should help these colleges to develop
autonomy.

The Act provides that there shall be a
principal on the board but this Bill will
alter that; it will increase by threefold the
number of such officers on the board, and
the balance will be upset without any con-
sultation between the professional people
concerned. There is nothing wrong with
the Minister introducing a Bill next year
if, by proper consultation, it has been
agreed that what is needed is the appoint-
ment of the three top administrators, but
I do not believe that will occur. I believe
that autonomy is only a word In some col-
leges and there Is a danger that the prin-
cipal who had control over the colleges in
this State previously under the Education
Department still has that power which
should not occur In a proper democratic
system. He is the chief executive and he
should not be the ruler of the college.

The CHAIRMAN: The member has three
more minutes.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: We should look
carefully at this legislation, because there
is no need for this provision in the Bill.
We should ensure that the balance on the
board is not upset.

In a sense women will never advance as
long as they are treated differently. When
women are prevented from taking an ap-
pointment because they are women that
Is bad. We say this is irrelevant and we
believe that a person should be appointed
on the grounds of his or her ability. I be-
lieve the academic staff should have a
choice. If they say, "Our deputy vice-prin-
cipal should be on the board." and, if she
is not, they should be able to elect her
to the board.

Mr Mensaros: They have not elected
even one woman.

Mr A. R. TONKOq: That is their deci-
sion and I will Dot interfere with their
democratic right.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result-

Ayes-to$
Mr Emrnett
Mr Bateman
Mr Bertram
Mr Dryce
Mr B. T. Burke
Mr T. J. Burke
Mr Carr
Ur Davies

Mr Clarko
Sir Charies Court
Mr Cowan
Mr Coybs
Mrs Craig
Dr Dadour
Mr Orewar
Mr P. V. Jones
Mr McPbarlin
Mr Mensaros
Mr Nanovich

Ayes
Mr Molle
Mr Hannan
Mr H. D. Evans
Mr T. El, Jones
Mr J. T Tonkin
Mr Fletcher

Mr T. D. Evans
Mr Hartrey
Mr Jamieson
Mr May
Mr Skidmore
MY Taylor
Mr A. R. Tonkin
Mr Mclver

(Teller

Noes-Si1
Mr O'Connor
Mr Old
Mr Oflet
Aft Rushton
Mr Bshaders
Mr Gibson
Mr Sodeman
Mr Stephens
Mr Watt
Ur Young

(Teller J
Pairs

Noes
Mr Laurance
Mr Blalkie
Mr Orayden
Mr Crane
Sir David Brand
Mr Ridge

Amendment thus negatived.
Mr A. R. TONKIN: I move an amend-

inent-
Page 2, line 19-Delete the words

"not less than one person and".
This amendment does not appear on the
notice paper, but I did give the Minister
a copy of it yesterday,

The CHAIRMAN: The Chairman does
not have a copy of it.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I am sorry;* I sub-
mit one to you now, Sir. The purpose of
the amendment is to ensure that two
students are appointed as members of the
board. At the moment the wording In the
Act reads, "one to two", and indeed the
Act provides for two to four community
representatives.

This amending Dill introduced by the
Government in every instance has altered
the number provided in the Act in relation
to the appointment of members, but in
regard to students the Act still contains
the words "one to two". Why should
the students be placed in the position
where the board might allow an extra
student to be appointed? I believe the
total number of personnel on the board
is 16, but whatever it is two students on
the board are not too many, because they
will comprise only one-eighth of the to)tal
If 16 is the aggregate number of members
on the board.

Mr CLARKO: This is cheap political
ploy.

Several members interjected.
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Mr CLABSO: I make my position quite
clear; I do not intend to support the
amendment.

Several members interjected.
Mr Bryce: What utter hypocrisy!
Mr CLARKO: Let me say quite clearly

that if one has to weigh the pros and
cons as to whether or not there should
be two students on the board, according
to the Bill before us there could be two
students on the board. This amendment
would not Improve the position of students
and I intend to vote against it.

Mrt BRYCE: We have just witnessed one
of the most Priceless and unique examples
of an about-face.

Sir Charles Court: Nothing of the sort.
Don't you know what is in the Bill?

Mr Jamieson: Listen to what he says.
Mr BRYCE: We all beard the cross

words between the member for Karrinyup
and the Premier as they crossed the floor.

Point of Order
Mr CLARKO: On a point of order, Mr

Chairman, what the honourable member
has said is untmue and I ask that he with-
draw his remarks.

Mr May: How do you know it is? You
do not even know how to vote.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member
for Clontarf will cease interjecting. The
member for Karrinyup has taken exception
to the words used by the member for Ascot
and I ask the member for Ascot to with-
draw the words he used.

Mr BRYCE: I would like to know what
words the member for Karrinyup considers
are offensive and which he would like me
to withdraw because I do not consider I
said anything offensive.

The CHAIRMAN: I take it that the
words to which the member for Karrinyup
is objecting are "We heard cross words
between the member for KarrlnYup and
the Premier when crossing the Chamber".
I ask the member for Ascot to withdraw
those words.

Mr BRYCE: Bearing in mind how mem-
bers opposite would miss my presence, I
withdraw.

Committee Resumed
Mr BRYCE: I make the point that it

Is perfectly clear to everybody In this
Chamber, and not just to the members o n
this side-

Point of Order
Sir CHARLES COURT: Mr Chairman-
Mr BRYCE: What is the point of order?

What is thils "Mr Chairman" business?
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Premier

has risen on a point of order and it is his
right.

Mrt Bryce: He did not say it when he
rose.

Sir Charles Court: I did.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Premier

rose on a point of order and he is entitled
to put it.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I rise on a point
of order. You asked the member for Ascot
to make a withdrawal which he did, and
then he Proceeded to make an explanation
which, In my understanding, is contrary to
Standing Orders.

Mr Bryce: it is not a point of order.
Several members Interjected.
The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Sir Charles Court: What about you fel-

lows behaving for a while?
Mr Jamieson: What about going home

if you are that tired?
Sir Charles Court: I am not tired.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Premier

would assist if he did not interject. I
took it that the member for Ascot had
withdrawn the remark. I ask him to re-
frain from making any further reference
to the subject matter of the withdrawal.

Committee Resumed
Mr BRYCE: I do not find it passing

strange that the Premier would find it a
little uncomfortable, to say the least,
that one of his members is now in the
process of being accused by the Opposi-
tion-

The CHAIRMALN: Order!
Mr BRYCE: MW Chairman-
The CHAIRMAN: You will resume Your

seat. I take it you are still pursuing the
same line.

Mr Bryce: No. My argument has noth-
ing to do with the withdrawal.

The CHAIRMAN: As long as you will
adhere to that, you will be heard.

Point of Order
Mr A. R. TONIfl4: On a point of order:

I was going to rise before, and this is the
second occasion I have attempted to do so.
The member for Ascot is referring to the
member for Karrinyup wanting two mem-
bers on the board and not to any alleged
cross words with the Premier.

Committee Resumed
Mr BRYCE: I would like to make It

very clear-and this is what the Premier
finds so unpalatable-

Sir Charles Court: We are not finding
anything unpalatable, except you people.

Mr BRYCE: -that 20 minutes ago the
member for Karrlnyup stated on his feet
in this Chamber that he favoured the ap-
pointment of two student members to the
board of the teachers' college.

Mr Clarko: And that can be done at
present.
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Mr B. T. Burke: Not necessarily.
Mr BRYCE: The member for Karrlnyui

has done his utmost to point out that he
In fact did not say that. Well, so far as
we are concerned on this side of the
Chamber we clearly understood the mem-
ber for Karrinyup to say he favoured the
appointment of two student members to
the board and he preferred it. In fact.
just to make the matter perfectly clear,
the point of his argument when he made
that statement was that he decided to use
the phrase-and he quoted it from the
clause in the BfilI-'one or two", and he
in fact said that he preferred that there
should be at least two. As r understood
It. he went on to say that as a former
President of a student body he preferred
this.

The point those on this side of the
Chamber are making is that the Govern-
ment has used every opportunity at its
dispose] to chide the Opposition, and Par-
liament, and the general public for that
matter, by stressing that members on the
Government side are perfectly free, and
given the opportunity, to cross to this side
of the Chamber and vote according to
their consciences. The Premier has stated
that there is no such thing as party
discipline.

Sir Charles Court: Funny boy!
Mr BRYCE: It has been said that there

is no such thing as a Premier-that om-
nipotent one-telling his members how
to vote. There is no such thing in the IAb-
era] Party-

Mr May: He was trying to tell the
Chairman how to keep order a moment
ago!

Sir Charles Court: You should be help-
Ing!

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr BRYCE: -as telling the members

how they will vote in this Chamber. We
have a first-class opportunity for this to
be proven, and we will not forget It in a1hurry. I guarantee the Premier will not,
either.

Sir Charles Court: What is this all
about?

Mr BRYCE: This is the test to prove
that the Premier will not permit one of his
back-benchers to-

Mr O'Neil: What a lot of rubbish!
Mr BRYCE: -exercise his freedom of

choice.
Several members interjected.
The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr BRYCE: Members of the Govern-

ment find it unpalatable.

Point o/ Order
Mr MENSAROS: Could I please ask the

member for Ascot to relate his comments
to the amendment?

Several members Interjected.
The CHAIRMAN: Order!I
Sir Charles Court: What is up with you

fellows at this hour of the mowning?
Mr O'Ne il: They want to stay here until

lunchtime.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member

for Ascot should confine his remarks to
the question before the Chair which deals
with certain words in line 19. 1 suggest
he speak to that proposal and nothing
else.

Committee Resumed
Mr BRYCE: It does not surprise me In

the slightest that the Minister in this
Chamber representing the Minister for
Education should raise that particular
point. He Is a past master at it; he really
IS.

The whole purpose of the amendment is
to prescribe in the Bill that there will no
longer be any option for the board to de-
termine that there will be one or two
student members on the board. The
amendment prescribes that there will be
two student members on the board. We on
this side of the Chamber are simply giving
the opportunity to the member for Karrin-
yup to stand up as an individual to abso-
lutely give the lie to any suggestion that
there is party discipline on the Govern-
ment side and to come across and substan-
tiate exactly what he said 20 minutes ago;
that is, that he believed there ought to
be two-

Mr Clarko: Lies! I never said there
ought to be.

Mr BRYCE: Under normal circum-
stances, if I really thought there was any
significance In it, I would ask that that
Pathetic comment be withdrawn.

The Point of this exercise is that this
amendment to the Bill seeks to do exactly
what the member for Karrinyup said on
his feet a few minutes ago was his ob-
jective, and this will gine him an oppor-
tunity to achieve it.

Mr CLARKO: I am amazed that a per-
son who is a graduate of the university
should say that when a person says that
he would "prefer" two, that is tanta-
mount to saying that he believes it should
be mandatory for two to be appointed. I
ask the member for Ascot as a university
graduate to try to grapple with that little
problem.

Mr Jamieson: Go and play with the
mace, will you?

Mr CLARKO: He is trying to suggest
that I said it should be axiomatic, manda-
tory, and compulsory and that in no other
way should it be altered. I am surprised
that a person who has done some tertiary
studies, Perhaps including a little philoso-
phy and an atom about semantics, should
try to hoax this Committee into believing
that when a Person says he would prefer
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something that means it should be man-
datory. What I say is that if I were on
the board of the teachers' college and the
matter were Put to a vote I would prefer
the two.

Mr B. TF. Burke: You will have a chance
In a minute.

Mr CLARKO: I say unequivocally that
when he says it should be mandatory, I
have never supported that. I do not now,
and I will vote against It. I am sure that
if any members of the public are bother-
ing to listen they will be certain that
when I talk as a university graduate to
another university graduate and say that
I prefer two, it does not mean "categori-
cally" two.

Mr B. 'T. BURKE: I lay no great claim
to any adequacy In the field of semantics.
I just wish to lay clearly before the Com-
mittee what has gone before.

The member for IKarrinyup has quite
clearly stated that he would prefer to have
two student representatives on the board.
Now he has not denied that. He said
quite clearly that is his preference. He
has said it just now, and he said It about
20 minutes ago. Let him deny it.

Mr Clarko: I don't. Didn't you hear me
a minute ago?

Mr Sodeman: We all heard.
Mr B. TF. BURKE: He repeated It

and all members heard that he would
Prefer two student representatives.

Mr O'Nel: We not only heard: we
understood.

Mr Sodeman: That is your problem
over there; you don't-

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Several members interjected.
Mr B. T. BURKE: In a few momenta

I will accommodate all the interjections,
but let me make one or two points first.

The member for Karrinyup has clearly
stated on two occasions, and has rein-
forced that statement on a third occasion,
that it preference and his belief is that
two student representatives should take
their place on the board. This Bill lays
down that the number of student repre-
sentatives should be one or two. The
amendment before the Committee states
quite clearly and without equivocation that
the number of student representatives
should be two.

Mr Clarko: That's the difference.
Mr B. TF. BURKE: They are the three

things we are considering and no matter
how the member for Karrinyup wriggles--

Mr Clarko: I am not wriggling.
Mr B. T. BURKE: -or squirms or sour-

ries--
Mr Bryce: And don't they squirm!
Mr B. TF. BURKE: -the facts are quite

clear.

Mr Clarko: Yes. You cannot mislead
us!

Mr B. TF. BURKE: The facts are quite
clear that the honourable member's pref-
erence is that there shall be two repre-
sentatives. The opposition Is now offer-
Ing him the opportunity to Implement
that preference.

Mr Clarko: It Is not to implement a
preference: it Is to make It mandatory.
Don't You understand the difference?

Mr B. r. BURKE: It is his choice. As
I said previously, no matter how he
squirms or scurries he cannot evade or
escape the problem into which he has
plunged himself.

Sir Charles Court: Fnny boy!
Mr B. T. BURKE: 1 do not deny that

he would no doubt wish he had not said
the words, but nevertheless In the same
way a dog makes friends by wagging its
tail, politicians make friends by wagging
their tongues--less.

Mr Clarko: Do you take your own ad-
vice?

Mr B. T. BURKE: That Is one side of
the story. The other is this: Is the mem-
ber for Karrinyup going to be allowed to
pay homage to and Implement his wish as
expressed to the whole Chamber? It Is
as simple as that. No man can be ex-
pected to do more than be true to himself.

Sir Charles Court: We had the mem-
ber for Morley talking about honour and
dignity the other day and now this! No
wonder we laugh!

Point of Order
Mr SODEMAN: On a point of order, it

was my understanding that the honour-
able member should be addressing him-
self to the amendment before the Chair.
I do not think the member for Karrinyup,
and whether or not he has a dilemma, has
anything to do with it.

Several members Interjected.
Chairman's Ruling

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I rule that
the member for Balga is, in fact, speaking
to the question before the Chair.

Mr Bryce: Good ruling!
The CHAIRMAN: He is talking about

the composition of the board, and this
amendment, which seeks to remove the
words, "Not less than one Person and".

Committee Resumed
Mr B. TF. BURKE: Thank you. Mr Chair-

man. Let us make it quite clear to all
members, including the Premier and the
member for Karrlnyup: whether the
Premier likes It or not, the member for
Karrinyup has indicated he wants two
student representatives on the board.

Mr Clarko; Prefer!

Mr B. TF. BURKE: He said it twice and
has reinforced that statement.
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Sir Charles Court: Funny fellows!
Mr B. T. BURKE: No matter how the

Premier tries to avoid the point he cannot.
Sir Charles Court: It is in the Bill.
Mr Clarke: "One or two".
Mr B. T. BURKE: Let us face facts

and openly admit what has happened.
The member for Karrinyup stood up in his
place and made statements to which the
Government would not lay claim.

Mr Bryce: The Government won't
support him.

Mr B. T. BURKE: We all know the
Minister representing the Minister for
Education does not want any student rep-
resentative on the board.

Sir Charles Court: That is not true.
What is in the Bill?

Mr B. T. BURKE: Of course he does
not; and when a back-bencher stands up
and he wishes two representatives could
take their place on the board, the Minister
and the Premier vacillate.

Sir Charles Court: It is In the Bill.
Mr B. T. BURKE: What Is in the Bill

is completely different from the preference
as expressed by the member for Karrinyup.

Sir Charles Court: It is exactly the
same.

Mr B. T. BURKE: The member for
Karrinyup is a member the Premier
allowed to take quite a prominent part In
debates on education.

To recap on the three points, the mem-
ber for Karrinyup has said Quite clearly
that he wants two student representatives
on the board.

Mr Clarko: Prefer.
Mr B. T. BURKE: The Government's

legislation allows for one or two. The
opposition's amendment stipulates that
there shall be two. That is the triangle,
and in the middle is the member for
Ksrrinyup through his own folly and to
the wrath of the Premier. The member
for Karrlnyup has contradicted the Gov-
ernment's attitude.

That leads us to this relevant and per-
tinent point. The Premier has consistently
beleaguered and badgered this Chamber
with statements that his members are not
bound-

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I believe with
the line the honourable member is now
following he is not pursuing the course of
sticking to the measure before the Corn-
mitteee. I suggest the honourable member
speak to the measure before the Commit-
tee. I also advise that he has three
minutes left.

Mr B. T. BURKE: The Premier has
consistently said that the member for
Karrinyup, who Is placed squarely in the
triangle, Is free to obey the dictates of Is
conscience and say there should be two

student representatives. All we on this
side of the Chamber ask is that the mem-
ber for Karrinyup be true to himself and
that the Premier allow the member for
Karrinyup to be true to himself and not
badger one of his back-benchers for mak-
ing a mistake which anyone can make.

Mr SKIDMORE: I can see an anomaly
in the clause which prompts me to
support the amendment. Provision is
made for not less than one person who
represents students. I suggest that if it
is not possible to get a nominee from
amongst the students at the college, the
board cannot meet because it would be
unconstitutional for it to do so. It makes
no qualification In regard to absence, so
not less than one person who is a student
must attend board meetings. I do not
know how it would be possible to have less
than one Person.

Mr Sibson: None Is less than one.
Mr SKIDMORE: If that Is the inten-

tion, let us get rid of the provision. I
am grateful for the Interjection. That
Is precisely what these words mean in
the legal sense.

Mr Mensaros: Therefore you support
the amendment?

Mr SKIDMORE: I support the amend-
ment because it would mean two students
would become part of the board and if
at any time they were absent the board
would still function.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I do not see why
students should be put in the position
of having to go cap In hand to the board
and say, 'Can't we have two representa-
tives?" Why cannot this House stipulate
that there shall be two student represen-
tatives, as it stipulates that there will be
four representatives of the community,
and so on? Is it that we consider them to
be less important or Inferior? I believe
the students are every bit as Important
as anyone else to the institution.

Not long ago, when it was suggested a
student should be appointed to a school
board or workers should be represented
on a management board, conservative
people thought this was bolshevism or
revolution. Times have changed. The
proposal for student representation on
this board is not a revolutionary concept
or a daring experiment. What is wrong
with having two instead of one? Perhaps
there could be one male anid one female,
which would be desirable, although I
would not appoint them for that reason.

This is a minor amendment and I
therefore do not see that the Government
would sacrifice a great principle in agree-
ing to it, unless the Government is deter-
mined never to accept amendments in
this place. If that Is so. I suggest the
Government must be very frightened. A
big person or a big Government Is pre-
pared to accept an argument from the
Opposition. Why is an exception made
in the case of students? We say how many
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representatives of the community and how Mr A. R. TONKINq: That is so. Once
many Ministerial appointments there will
be. So why should we not say there shall
be two students? Let us look at the
amendment on its merits. If the Govern-
ment feels the amendment is not worth
while, let it say so.

Mr MENSAROS: We have spent about
an hour on an amendment which, as I
understand it from the heated debate,
achieves the opposite of what the member
for Morley wants. The amendment could
result in there being no students on the
board because "not more than two" means
two, one, or none. The member for Kar-
rlnyup said he would prefer two. He can-
not therefore vote for an amendment
which would make the provision read-

A Board of a college . .. snail con-
sist of....

(lv) not mare than two persons
from the enrolled students.

That would be the result of the amend-
ment. I, who would also prefer two
student members to none, suggest to the
Committee and the Opposition that on
this ground they should vote against the
amendment unless they desire that there
should Perhaps be no student member
on the board.

Secondly, the member for Morley asked
why there should be a lady on the board
unless she is elected. I use his argument
and ask why we should not let these
people elect the two students. On those
two rounds I oppose the amendment.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I accept the Min-
ister's criticism and I apologise to the
Committee for wasting its time. I think
my hastily worded amendment does show
how-

Mr Mensaros: All it shows is that un-
fortunately you do not stop to think, but
act on an emotional basis.

Mr Hartrey: What haste?
Mr A. R. TONKIN: The member for

floulder-Dundas can sit there and be snide
if he likes. At least I know to which side
of the House I belong. Members will notice
that all our other amendments are typed.
However, I scribbled this amendment out
very quickly in the Clerk's office because
I thought the Bill was about to be intro-
duced. I drafted it in about 30 seconds and
have not looked at it since because of the
Estimates debate. It is my error and I
apologise to the Committee.

It indicates that we should be granted
a reasonable time in which to consider
legislation. If the Minister had agreed to
our request for a deferment we could have
consulted the professional people and other
Interested bodies and there would have
been no need for hastily drafted amend-
ments.

Mr Clarko: You voted for this yourself
in 1972.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

again, the member for Karrinyup seems to
be saying that If I1 voted for something
two years ago, I should blindly go on for
the rest of my life in this manner.

Mr Clarko: I am not saying that at all.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! I suggest that

the member for Karrinyup cease Inter-
Jecting and the member for Morley ad-
dress his remarks to the Chair. We have
spent quite a while discussing what ap-
pears now to have been an abortive amend-
ment.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I do not think it has
been an abortive discussion, because we
have thoroughly canvassed what should be
the students' representation on this body.
I believe there should be two students on
the board. I seek leave to withdraw my
amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
Mr SKIDMORE: I move an amend-

ment-
Page 2, lines 19 and 20-Delete tho

words "not less than one person and
not more than".

Subparagraph Qiv) would then read-
two persons from the enrolled stu-

dents of the college elected by such
students in accordance with those
rules;

I believe this amendment would get over
the problem we have been discussing. Mem-
bers may recall that I objected to the term
"not less than one person" because I felt it
would limit the ability of the college board
to meet at certain times. I still hold the
view that that is the position according to
the legal framing that has been used. I
commend the amendment to the Com-
mittee.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result-

Mr Blarnett
Mr Bateman
Mr Bertram
Mr Bryce
Mr B. T. Burke
Mr T. J. Burke
Mr Carr
Mr Davies

Mr Clarko
Sir Charles Court
Mr Cowan.
Mr Coyne
Mrs Craig
Dr Dadour
Mr Grewar
Mr P. V. Jones
Mr MePharlia
Mr Mensaros
Mr Nanovieb

Ayes
Mr Moller
Mr Harman
Mr H. D. Evans
Mr T. H. Jones
Mr J. T. Tonkin
Mr Fletcher

flea-S
Mr T. fl. Evans
Mr Eartrey
Mr Jamieson
Mr May
Mr Skidmore
Mr Taylor
Mr A. R. Tonkin
Mr Mclver

(Teller)

Noes-21
Mr O'Connor
Mr Old
Mr O'Nel
Mr Rushton
Mr Shalders
Mr Sibson
Mr Sodeman
Mr Stephens
Mr Watt
Mr Young

(Teller)
Pairs

Noes
Mr Laurence
Mr Blaikie
Mr. Grayden
Mr Crane
Sir David Brand
Mr Ridge

Amendment thus negatived.
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Mr A. R, TONKIN: I move an amend-
ment--

Page 2, line 27-Delete the word
"four" and substitute the word "three".

I canvassed this proposition during the
second reading debate, so I will not weary
the Chamber by speaking at length, We
maintain that by increasing the board to
18 we are devaluing the representation of
the academic staff. The amendment will
ease that situation.

We also say there is no need for the
Minister to appoint four members. We
believe three is a better number, and pro-
bably two would be even better. If the
board is to be widely representative of the
community we do not want the Govern-
ment to have too heavy a hand in it. As
cur amendment to provide that the deputy
vice-principal should not automatically be
a member of the board has been defeated,
three members will be appointed by the
Teacher Education Authority, and then
four will be Ministerial appointees. I sug-
gest those four members 'will be appointed
by the Minister on the recommendation
of the authority. Therefore we could have
on the board seven members who are res-
ponsible to a, large extent to the authority.

We believe In autonomy for these col-
leges. We do not want them to become
pseudo education departments. We do not
want the authority to control the board. If
the Government votes against the amend-
ment it is clearly saying it does not believe
In autonomy for the colleges, but wants
the authority to control the boards.

Mr MFINSAROS: Out of courtesy to the
member for Morley I rise to say I cannot
accept the amendment. Firstly, I cannot
see the logic of it. He advocated that we
should have more community members.
That is what the Bill does. If he arbitrarily
says that there should be seven members
instead of eight appointed In this manner.
then I cannot follow his logic. Hie is slight-
ly mistaken when be says four persons are
appointed by the authority, because they
are appointed by the board according to
the rules of the board; and that virtually
means co-option. Therefore, this strength-
ens the authority in the previous paragraph
as distinct from weakening it.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: unfortunately. I
could not hear the Minister's final re-
marks. I am not saying the Teacher Educa-
tion Authority directly appoints these
members; I am saying the Minister ap-
points them and no doubt he will tend to
take the advice of the authority. There-
fore seven members of the board will be
virtually appointed by the authority. This
will Prevent true autonomy. The Tonkin
Government Introduced this Act in an en-
deavour to bring in autonomy. Had the
present Government been in office last
year I am sure we would still be waiting
for this Act, because it does not believe

In autonomy; It believes In an authoritar-
ian structure. We believe In autonomy for
all teachers' colleges.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result-

Mr Barnett
Mr Bateman
Mr Bertrama
Mr Bre
Mr B. T. Burke
Mr T. J. Burke
Mr Carr
Mr Davies

Mr Clarko
Sir Charles Court
Mr Cowan
Ur Coyne

Mrs Craig
Dr Dadaur
Mr Orewar
Mr P. V. Jones
Mr McPharlin
Mr Mensaros
Mr Nanovlch

Ayes
Mr Mailer
Mr Hermnan
Mr U. D. Evans
Mr T. H. Joas
Mr J, T, Tonkin
Mr. Fletcher

Ayes-li6
Mr T. D). Evans
Mr Hartrey
Mr Jamieson
Mr May
Mr Skidmore
Mr Taylor
Mr A. R. Tonktin
Mr Mclver

(Tefle)

Noes-fl
Mr O'Connor
Mi Old
Mr O'Neli
Mr Rushitan
Mr Shwldeus
Mr Sibson
Mr Sodeman
Mr Stephens
mr watt
Mr Young

(Teller )

Pairs
Noes

Mr Laurance
Mr Blelkie
Mr Grayden
Un Crane
S~ir David Brane
Mr Ridge

Amendment thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 3 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment and

the report adopted.

Third Reading
1MR MENSAROS (Floreat-Minister for

Industrial Development) [2.48 an.]: I
move-

That the Bill be now read a third
time.

MR A. R. TONKIN (Morley) [ 2.49
am.]: I merely want to say that I hope
the Government consults those who ought
properly to be consulted before it brings
in any other measures of such great im-
portance on the subject of education. I do
not believe the Government wants to In-
sult teachers and professional people, but
they feel they are being Insulted.

They are concerned, and I am con-
cerned, at the way this Bill was intro-
duced with such haste. I believe the
Government and the education system will
be better served if Proper consultations are
held when future measures of this kind
are Introduced.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time and passed.
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APPROPRIATION BiLL
(CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND)

Returned
Bill returned from the Council without

amendment.

THE PERPETUAL EXECUTORS
TRUSTEES AND AGENCY COMPANY

(W.A.) LIMITED ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumned from the 26th Novem-

ber.
MR BERTRAM (Mt. Hawthorn) (2.51

am.]: This is another price-fixing mea-
sure brought by the Government to this
Parliament in the last few days. I think
we had one brought before us earlier
today. We have had a sequence of them.
The Government has introduced Bills to
fix the price of beef, water, the borrowing
of money, and many other items. How-
ever, In this Bill, unlike the legislation to
fix the price of beef, we. the Parliament.
become the Price-fixing tribunal.

This measure is one which is designed
to amend a private Act which was origin-
ally enacted In 1923. This legislation is
being amended by the Government but not
in the manner prescribed for the amend-
Ing of private Acts. We find nothing in
that to which we can object strenuously,
but we do object to the fact that it has
not acquainted the price-fixing tribunal-
which happens to be this Assembly-of
sufficient facts to consider the Bill re-
sponsibly and to make a6 determination
on it. The facts supplied to us by
the Minister in his second reading speech
are simply not sufficient for the Opposi-
tion to perform its duties in a proper
fashion. It may well be that if the Oppo-
sition had the full story before it It would
support the measure, but without the full
facts before It, even if it desired to support
the measure, the Opposition cannot do so.

When the Assembly is sitting as a price-
fixing tribunal, obviously it has to go into
a measure of detail and various areas of
doubt in one's mind should be clarified.
The Opposition has sought to overcome
the hiatus by asking questions, but I think
the answers that have been given to them
only tend to complicate the matter.

I have also obtained Copies of the annual
accounts relating to this company for a
number of years in the Past, but having
done that I do not think It helps in this
dilemma, either. So the Oppositon finds
itself forced into a position it does not
like, in which, acting responsibly, it can
only oppose the measure for tihe simple
reason it does not have enough facts upon
which to make a Judgment or, in this case,
to fix a price.

The object of the Bill is to increase the
comission charged by this particular
company on corpus from 4 Per cent to 6

per cent and to Increase the commission
charged on income from 5 per cent to 6
per cent, which represents an increase of
50 per cent and 20 per cent respectively.

If we conclude that there was some
sort of Prima facie case based on the
effiuxion of time and inflation since these
commission rates were last fixed to Justify
an increase in the commission rate, we
are still certainly not convinced that the
approach to increase the rates is the
right one. Let us say the rate of commnis-
sion in the first instance is to be increased
from 4 per cent. Why should it not be
increased to 71 per cent or 8 per cent?
The House does not know the reason why.
and the Opposition has not been supplied
with sufficient details to make a deter-
mination.

Why should the commission on income
be increased from 5 per cent to 6 per cent?
Why should It not be Increased to some
other rate? We have not the slightest idea
and not one member on this side of the
House, at any rate, has sufficient Informa-
tion to make a determiAnation on the Bill.
This Is a completely unsatisfactory posi-
tion, because It forces the Opposition into
a situation it does not necessarily like.

Let us assume there is a prima facie
case for an increase In commission. When
we look at some of the figures presented
to us we find that the actual turnover of
the company has increased dramatically.
and that seems to be a matter of great
relevance. We also find that the dividends
paid by this company have remained con-
stant over a number of years if, in fact.
they have not increased. From 1971 to
1974 the dividends have remained constant
at 12 per cent.

The commissions from corpus have in-
creased from $101 000 in 1970 to $244 000.
forgetting the odd figures, in 1974. In
other words, there has been an increase
of $143 000 in commission obtained from
corpus over a short period of four years.
Can this assumption be sustained?

Mr Jamieson: Would the honourable
member repeat that, because I like to see
the way the member for Scarborough
moves his eyebrows up and down.

Mr BERTRAM: In view of the hour of
the day. I do not propose to repeat those
figures. From our point of view it is Just
not good enough for the Minister to say,
for example, that there will be more work
to be done on estates in the future; and
that an increase in pay-roll tax will have
to be paid shortly. The Minister has just
given a little snippet here and there: he
does not fill us in with the full picture.
He just goes on to say that in 1970 the
average value of estates handled was
$24 000, and that on the 30th September,
1974. the average had risen only to some
$33 000.
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A comment like that does not assist us
very much. What we want to know Is the
total value of all of the estates. That is
relevant because that is the figure which
reflects itself in the gross turnover of the
company. We are concerned, because the
Performances of this company, and the
company mentioned in the Bill next on
the notice Paper are rather different, yet
the amendment proposed is identical.

I imagine that In future the two com-
panies wiUl fix their rates at the same
level, but their performances seem to be
different. We should be fixing rates of
commission which are appropriate to each
company, and not do this by rule of
thumb.

If this Bill had been introduced as a
private Bill, then as I understand the
position the House could have come to
grips with it. It could have been referred
to a Select Committee and the various
queries which we on this side of the House
have raised could be answered by asking
the people responsible to tell us about
them. Possibly we could have supported
the Bill in some form.

At the moment we are denied the oppor-
tunity to support the Bill, because acting
responsibly we cannot do so as a result of
the paucity of information supplied to us.
I understood the Premier to say the other
day that we can get over the committee
system by having committees In our own
parties. What is the use of members on
this side having a committee to deal with
this type of thing If we do not have the
facts on which to delilberate, or the com-
petence to require people to come before
us to testify?

We have all sorts of queries In our
minds about the measure the answers to
which we have not been given, and we
have no way at this stage of getting those
answers.

I believe the proposed commission rates
will bring the scale of fees considerably
higher than the scale of fees of the Public
Trustee. There may be some justification
for that. We do not know, and we have
been denied the opportunity to obtain an
explanation In that regard.

There Is no need for me to say any-
thing further. Here is the Legislative
Assembly acting as a price-fixing autho-
rity, going through the ludicrous perfor-
mance of pretending to be responsible for
what we are doing when members have
been denied access to the facts which
would enable them to make a decision.
We make this protest. While we wish the
company well, we cannot assist It in any
form on this occasion for the reasons I
have given.

MR O'NIEIL (East Melvlle-Minister
for Works) (3.05 a~m.l: I am quite amazed
that the spokesman for the Opposition is
opposed to the Bill, the main rounds
being that no opportunity has been given

to the opposition to make the appropriate
research relating to matters contained In
the Eml.

If members refer to the Parliamentary
Debates for this session they will see that
the Bill was introduced in another place
on the 21st of this month. They will also
see that the complete passage of the legis-
lation through the second reading, the
Committee, and the third reading stages
took precisely nine minutes.

Mr Jamieson: Do you know why? The
members there were running away from
the law.

Mr O'NEIL: I am surprised to hear the
Deputy Leader of the opposition cast
aspersions on the Leader of the Opposition
In another place.

Mr Jamieson: Both parties were running
away from the law that night.

Mr O'NEIL: That is an assumption. I
would like proof of it. The fact remains
that the Leader of the Opposition in
another place, who is a member of the
Labor Party, and I imagine a highly res-
pected member of that party, did not even
bother to seek an adjournment of the
second reading debate. He indicated his
support of the measure, and the second
reading, the Committee, and the third
reading stages took only nine minutes.
That happened seven or eight days ago.

The next measure on the notice paper,
which is a sister measure to the Bill be-
fore us, went through the Same process in
another place in six minutes. As I under-
stand the position, that also happened
seven or eight days ago.

It Is true that the member for Mt.
Hawthorn has requested the Minister for
Justice to furnish balance sheets of the
company over the last three or four years.
We were able to obtain printed reports of,
those companies and made them available
to him.

The honourable member also asked a
question without notice on Wednesday last
about this matter. I indicated the Informa-
tion was not available: but appreciating
he would need the material for use in this
House I endeavoured to obtain it for him
that afternoon. That was done.

The honourable member might not
have been satisfied with the answers, and
perhaps the questions were not phrased in
the right way. However, an endeavour
was made in the last couple of days to
meet the requirements of the hoinourable
member to provide him with the informa-
tion he desired. I do not think he can
say there was a lack of willingness on the
part of the Government to obtain through
the Companies Office the material he
wanted.

it Is certainly no f ault of the Govern-
ment. Strangely, the Opposition in this
Chamber finds Itself In the position of
opposing the measure, and I presume the
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next one. it seems to me there is some-
thing wrong in the Labor Party when the
leader of the party in another Place sup-
ports this Bill unequivocally, but in this
Chamber a back-bench member of the
Labor Party opposes it.

Question put and paissed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr

O'Neil (Minister for Works), and passed.

THE WEST AUSTRALIAN TRUSTEE
EXECUTO1t AND AGENCY COMPIANY

LIMITED ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 26th Novem-
ber.

MR BERTRAM (Mt. Hawthorn> (3.12
a~m.J: I see no point in altering the com-
ments I made on the previous Bill. The
circumstances of the two companies are
not necessarily identical. As a matter of
fact a glance at the accounts will rather
confirm that. I also notice that while the
other company has had a dividend remain-
ing steadily at 12 per cent, this panticuWar
company in 1971 had a dividend of 121 per
cent and In 1972 through to 1974 it de-
dlared a dividend of 13 per cent.

The mere statement of those percentages
does not necessarily provide an answer to
the proposition that the commission should
not be increased. I just make those com-
ments because they are not entirely with-
out relevance and these percentages
require an explanation as do 101 other
figures. However, we do not have any
means of getting It.

I should have mentioned earlier that not
only does this Bill increase the rate of
commission on capital and income, but it
seems to me also that it price fixes certain
other activities of the company not pze-
viously provided for by the parent Act. We
do not see any particular objection to
that; that is, the actual charging for what
they do. What we are concerned about
is what the charge should be.

We are not at all concerned either about
what happens in another place. It was a
bit of a surprise to me that a member
here could discuss what occurred in
another place on this Bill,

Mr O'Neil: You cannot refer to the
debate.

Mr BERTRAM: In any event, I am not
persuaded by it. The fact that something
occurred somewhere else Is no reason for
our doing the same thing here. If there
is, why have the two Houses?

In this particular case we are acting
as a House of Review. As members know
a House of Review should be untrammelled
by party significance, relationship, liaison
or anything else. We all know how a House
of Review should operate and we are trying
to perform those duties right to the letter.
However because we are trying to do so,
we are getting into trouble. flow do we
win here?

Mr O'Neil: BY being on this side.
Mr BERTRAM:, Then we get into trouble

for behaving ourselves! I repeat what I
said earlier:, this is a price-fixing measure
and it is a classical one: but in this case
instead of legislating to create a tribunal
of the Parliament to do it, we are doing It
right here, What a ludicrous thing it is.
We are sitting as a price-fixing tribunal
with Inadequate evidence ad no-one to
give us any explanation on any queries we

have. It is completely ludicrous. We
protest.

over the last few months we have Pro-
tested about the functioning of this
Parliament and have got nowhere, so there
is no point in protracting the proceedings
at this stage for the reasons given earlier:
not because we are at all satisfied that
there should not be an Increase in the com-
mission rate but because we have not been
acting responsibly and those on this side
of the House are most uncertain about
Fixing the rate of commission whether It
be 5 per cent, B per cent, or 60 per cent.

MR JAMIfESON (Welshpool-Deputy
Leader of the Opposition) [3.1'7 am): I
take the opportunity to raise the point
that I think Parliament is reaching the
stage when it is dealing with too many
private Bills as Government matters. When
I first entered Parliament we frequently
had private Bills in the House and under
the provisions of the Standing Orders
they were referred to Select Committees
and thus we learnt more about them.
There is no reason now why the same
system could not apply.

I can recall a number of Select Com-
mittees dealing with such matters. They
took evidence and satisfied themselves In
regard to the matters and then reported
to the House that after their investigations
they felt justified In passing the Bills.

So I hope that procedure will be adopted
in future with private Bills. Under this
system, the companies involved escape the
fees associated with a private Bill; and
they are not Inconsiderable either.

I can recall private Bills Involving race
courses, and these two companies have had
their Bills handled in a private manner
previously. The same old system should
be adopted and If it is we would not get
into so many arguments.

BEE O'NEIL (East Melville-Minister for
Works) (3.18 aj..] 1 take the point the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition has raised
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with regard to private Bills. It was ex-
plained that we undertook to Introduce
both of these Bills on behalf of the two
companies, which share the same solicitor.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
made me smile a little when he talked
about the considerable expense people
sponsoring a private Bill must go to. I
refer members to the Standing orders
dealing with private Bills. They are to be
found on pages 218 and 219 of our Stand-
tag Orders. I notice that one of the fees
to be paid Is as follows--

Par every day the shorthand writer
shall sttend-$2.10.

I point that out for the benefit of Hansard
reporters. If we were to handle all the Bills
as private Bills-

Mr Jamieson: That might need to be
updated too.

Mr O'NEIL: Another provision is that
for every transcript of notes, per folio of
72 wards, a fee of l0c Is charged.

I admit that perhaps the provisions need
to be updated. However, in this case the
Government elected to undertake the task.
It is not as though It is a completely private
aml. It is a relatively simple amendment to
an existing private Bill.

Mr Jamieson. Members have done race
course Bills in that way.

Mr O'NEIL: Yes.
Question Put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

in Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time. on motion by Mr

O'Neil (Minister for Works), and passed.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Premier) [3.23 a.m.l: With your Indulg-
ence, Mr Speaker, I advise I will be moving
a special adjournment. I am tempted to
move another adjournment, but we will
not retaliate for the treatment we have
received today from certain members of
the Opposition.

I will move for a special adjournment
but I want it clearly understood, at this
stage, what the rules are. The special ad-
journiieflt will be until 2.15 p-m. today.
and by arrangement with the Leader of
the Opposition we will commence the
valedictory remarks no later than 5.30 p.m.,
regardless of the state of business. I
move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until 2.15 p.m. today (Friday).

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 3.24 a.m. (Friday).
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The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 2.15 p.m.. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
THE SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson): As

there are no questions on the notice paper
normally there would be no questions with-
out notice. However, I have considered
the matter and if the Leader of the Op-
position wishes I will accept three ques-
tions without notice and then, if he wants
to ask an additional question, I will en-
tertain that request. Are there any ques-
tions without notice? There being no
questions I will call on orders of the day.

HIGH SCHOOLS
Admision of 11-year-olds: NotiOon

Debate resumed, from the 20th Noivem-
ber, on the following motion by Mr T. D.
Evans--

That in the opinion of this House,
the age of transfer of a child from
the primary to the secondary school
should remain as it Is at present and
the Government should immediately
and unequivocally declare that it will
not implement any policy which will
vary the said age of transfer.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Premier) [2.19 p.m.]:- This motion moved
by the member for Kalgoorlie was can-
vassed to a considerable degree when it
was originally moved in the Chamber on
the last private members' day. Owing to
the normal practice in this place of allow-
ing several matters to be debated when-
ever practicable during a private mem-
bers' day, the debate was adjourned. I now
resume the debate on behalf of the Gov-
ernment. I would like to make it clear
that the amendment standing in my name
on the notice paper is to be moved with
the complete concurrence of my colleague.
the Deputy Premier and Leader of the
Country Party.

I make that comment at the outset be-
cause I do not want there to he any sug-
gestion that this is entirely a Liberal
amendment without the full concurrence
of our colleagues in the coalition.

Those who listened to the introduction
of the motion by the member for Kal-
goorlie would have realised-particularly
in view of the build-up which occurred in
the press previous to that-it was a pre-
dictable political manoeuvre by the Oppo-
sition. I have been in this place for over
21 years; some people would say that Is
f ar too long.

Mr May: You said that.
Sir CHARLES COURT: I well remember

my first experience in this House 'when
the then Premier was the Hon. A. R. 0.


